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Arr. I. The Hifory of Great Britain: from the Revolution in 
1688, to the Acceffion of George the Firft. Tranflated from the 
Latin Manufcript of Alexander Cunningham, Efq. Minifter from 
George I. to the Republic of Venice. To which is prefixed, An 
Introduction, containing an Account of the Author and his Writ- 
ings, by William Thomfon, LL.D. Publifhed by Thomas 
Hollingbery, D.D. Archdeacon of Chichefter, and Chaplain in 
Ordinary to his Majefty, F.R.S. and S.S.A. 4to. 2 Vols. 
11, 16s. Boards. Cadell. 1787. 


HE Public is here prefented with a valuable work, which 

will caft much new light on an important period of the 
Englith hiftory. The Author was nearly conneécted with the 
family of the Editor, into whofe hands the original (Latin) ma- 
nufcript came, on the death of a near relation. Dr. Holling- 
bery informs the Public, that the work has undergone the in- 
{pe€tion, and met with the approbation, of the Earl of Hard- 
wick, and the Rev. Dr. John Douglas *; and that it has fince 
been committed to the care of Dr. William Thomfon, the 
continuator of Watfon’s Hiftory of Spain, who, he obferves, has 
expreffed the fenfe of the Author with fidelity. 

Mr. Cunningham (as appears from the Introdu€tion, drawn 
up with great ingenuity by the Tranflator) travelled with the Earl 
of Hyndford, between the years 1692 and 1695. Inthe year 1697, 
and probably fome time before, he had the charge of Lord Lorne, 
afterward fo well known by the name of John Duke of Argyle; 
who continued under his care till the year 1700. It is probable, 
that he was in Holland in 1688. He was certainly fent by Go- 
vernment into France, in 1701, to report the ftate of the French 
forces and finances. Soon afterward he travelled in Italy and 
Germany, and was at Hanover with Mr. Addifon. After his 
return, he was employed, through the intervention of Dr. Moore, 
Bithop of Norwich, in a fecret negotiation for the purpofe of 
reconciling Mr. Harley and Lord Somers; and was confulted 
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about the appointment of a new miniftry for Scotland, and on 
other Scotch affairs, He feems.to have been again in Holland 
and Italy in the years #706, 1707. During all this time, and 
thence to the end of Queen Anne’s reign, he was intimatel 
converfant with affairs of State, and connected himfelf clofely 
with the Whig party. 

_Dr. Thomfon, in his Introduction, colleé&s and compares a 
great variety of circumftances, to determine whether our Au- 
thor was the fame Alexander Cunningham, who obtained a high 
reputation as a critic, by an edition of Horace, which he pub. 
lifhed in oppofition to Bentley: a point, which he is, after all, 
obliged to leave undecided. 

There can, however, be no doubt, that our Author was well 
acquainted with the principal ators in the fcenes which he de. 
fcribes ; and that, in fome of them, he himfelf bore a part. His 
fituation, therefore, enabled him to write a hiftory of this period, 
which fhould be fomething more than a mere republication of 
faéts already known: and we find, on perufing his work, that it 
has a juft claim to be ranked in the clafs of original hiftorical 
compolitions. | | 

Mr. Cunningham appears to have pofleffed a fhare of pene- 
tration, which qualified him to make a very advantageous ufe of 
his opportunities for difcovering the real characters of men, and 
exploring the true caufes of events. He relates facts, not in the 
dry and detached manner of a mere journalift, but with all the 
ardour and fpirit of a real fpeCtator. His defcriptions of military 
tranfactions, and of political counfels, are lively and interefting, 
Whatever his portraits may want of the delicacy of modern 
finifhing, is amply compenfated by the mafterly boldnels of 
the outline. He every where difcovers a ftrong attachment to 
what are commonly called Whig principles, and fhows him- 
felf to have.been incapable of writing with perfect coolnefs, in 
relating affairs which affe&ted the mott valuable rights of man- 
kind :—a circumftance that cafts no difcredit either upon the 
Author or his work. The reflections, which are copioufly dif 
perfed through the narrative, and are every where exprefled with 
undifguifed treedom, are, for the moft part, judicious and liberal. 
In fome inftances, however, we obferve, that the Author’s preju- 
dices againft individuals have carried him into violent invec- 
tives; as is particularly the cafe in his account of the condu@ 
and character of Bifhop Burnet, and of General Stanhope. We 
muft add, too, that Ke fometimes indulges himfelf in fevere fare 
cafms on the clergy, and on the female fex. | 

The elevated tone of hiftory is by no means preferved through 
the work. The Author frequently fteps afide from the great 
bufinefs of the field or the fenate, to defcribe the intrigues of 
Courts, to delineate the manners of the times, and to relate in- 
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terefting or amufing anecdotes : he feems indeed to have poffeffed 
a happy vein of humour peculiarly fuited to this kind of com- 
pofition ; and, though he may be thought to have fometimes, in 
this particular, violated the ftrict rules of hiftorical writing, the 
violation will eafily be pardoned by fuch readers as are not too 


wife to {mile, or too polite to laugh. ies i 

As {pecimens of the Author’s abilities for hiftorical writing, 
we fhall extra his account of the Prince of Orange, afterward 
William III. of ngland, and his narrative of the battle of 


Teniers. Of this Prince, be fays: 

‘ Though the Prince of Orange was naturally referved, yet he 
wanted neither quicknefs of parts, nor readinefs of expreflion, nor a 
competent fhare of learning: even De Witt himfelf, who was an ex- 
quifite judge of men, acknowledged, that he had in his youth at- 
tained to great maturity in every virtue. He was prudent in council, 
bold in all his undertakings, and fierce in action, There is little 
reafon, at this day, to mix every {mall failing with the high praifes 
of fuch a youth. No man in his opinion lived up to the dignity of 
his nature, whofe whole life was fpent in acquiring the gifts of for- 
tune, or in gratifying his various appetites and paflions. He alone, 
in his eftimation, deferved the name of a man, who performed actions 
worthy of being held in everlafting remembrance. It was his ambi- 
tion in reality to be what others are proud to feem. He delighted in 
nothing more than the exercife of genuine benevolence, and the de- 
fence of the liberties of mankind. He confulted the intereft of his 
country in matters of religion, though he himfelf was moft attached 
to the Voetian fect. As to other fects, he thought taem all tolerable, 
even the Papifts themfelves, the Jefuits alone excepted. He looked 
upon Monday as an unfortunate day to his family; and therefore 
would never undertake any bufinefs of importance on that day.- In 
all accidents of human life, he afcribed much to Divine Providence, 
without excluding liberty: but right reafon, as being implanted in. 
us hy God, was to him the fupreme law. He conformed himfelf to 
the manners of the Dutch, being reputed fparing of his money; 
though he would oftentimes contribute to the relief of the public ne- 
ceflities by his own example, and out of his own pocket. When he 
had quenched the flames of ruinous diffenfions at home, he con- 
tracted alliances with the neighbouring princes. He refpected the 
Elector of Brandenburg and the Duke of Zell! as if they had been his 

arents. And, to fum up all in a few words, all the afferters of li- 

erty, and the patrons of the Proteftant religion, had their eyes at 
that time upon this young prince: nor was his uncle, the King of 
England, difaffeted to him; being continvally importuned by his 
fubjetts, the complaints of all good people, and the entreaties 
of his parliament, to pot an end tothe war againft the Dutch, 
and to efpoufe the Proteftant intereft according to the triple al- 
liance.’ 

rhe death of this monarch is thus related : 

‘ The King, for fome years paft, having been much indifpofed, 
ae Wont to divert himfelf in his weaknefs by exercife; and, being 
enfible of his approaching sins 0S two years before difpofed of 
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his effeéts by will. And now, when his late hurt had confined him 
at home, fo that he could not recreate and cheer himfelf with 
the purfuit of pheafants and partridges, as he had been accuftomed 
to do, nor difperfe the humours by any exercife, they fell into his 
knee, and affeéted him with violent pains. Death, which he had 
fo often braved with intrepidity in the field, now ftared him in the 
face athome. Within four days, retting on his couch, he was feized 
with a fudden fhivering, which turned to a fever, and f{pread itfelf 
farther. ‘The fever was accompanied with a cough, which every day 
increafed ; on perceiving this, the King’s phyficians began to de. 
fpair of his life ; for he laboured under a violent diarrhoea and want 
of fleep. And now to difplay in his laft moments that noble con- 
fiftency and propriety of conduét which diftinguifhed his life, he gave 
the royal affent to the aé&t for abjuring the Pretender, which had 
paffed the two houfes of parliament, without being biafled either by 
love or hatred. And this he did at the requeft and by the advice of 
his parliament and friends; and at the earneft entreaty of the prin- 
cefs Anne, left, by any alteration of the times, what he had done for 
the public fafety, religion, and liberty, might be turned to her pre- 
judice, and to the ruin of her friends. 

* The King, to the very moment of his death, retained the perfect 
ufe of his fenfes; and his memory was almoft as ftrong as when he 
was in his beft ftate of health. Avs he lay upon his bed, he talked to 
thofe about him with gravity and gracefulnefs; and prepared himfelf 
for his departure in fuch a manner as contributed to heighten the 
efteem and veneration which had formerly been paid him by all who 
were near him. At laft he called for the Archbifhop of Canterbury 
to adminifter to him the holy facrament; and after, having received 
it in the ufual manner, he died, with an even and conftant mind, and 
without the leaft alteration of countenance or diforder of body, 
Sth March 1702. 

‘ At the very laft moment, when his mind was otherwife oppreffed, 
he retained a juft fenfe of the redemption cf mankind, and the 
remembrance of his good fubjects. Thus he lay fo quietly and 
compofed, with his eyes fixed upon heaven, when his fpeech failed 
him, that no man could die either better prepared, or with greater 
conftancy and piety than this prince, of whofe juft praifes no tongue 
feall be filent, and no time unmindful. And if any King be am- 
bitious of regulating his councils and actions by the bright examples 
of the moft famous men, he may form to himfelf an idea of a great 
prince, and a grand empire, not only from this King’s life, but 
from the public records of the Englith and Dutch nations. If he 
was apt to be too eafily reconciled to his moft inveterate enemies, it 
was only that thofe things which he had done for them might be de- 
livered down more complete and fecure to the Britifh empire, and 
the commonwealth of Holland. He is faid never to have repented 
fo much of any thing in his whole life, as that he had two years be- 
fore his death changed his minilters, and particularly the Lord So- 
mers, for whom he had a great efteem.’ 

Concerning his perfon and temper he adds : 

*“ King William was of a middle ftature, and had chefnut co- 
loured hair; he had a piercing eye, a hooked nofe, round ae 
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egs ; his appearance was not uncomely, whether ftand- 
a ve sion” but he = motft graceful on horfeback, In his com- 
mon converfation he was courteous and aftable ; in matters of im- 
ortance, grave and referved ; and on no occafion did he fink below 
his dignity. He was fometimes apt to be choleric, but the heat of 
his temper {pent itfelf among his bedchamber-men and phyficians. 
He was fo mild and merciful that he would have pardoned his wortft 
enemies, and even thofe who had confpired againft his own life, if 
the parliament had not prevailed with him to the contrary. In va- 
rious kinds of eloquence, no man was more acute, fententious, or 
polite. In doubtful or dangerous cafes he difplayed wonderful quick- 
nefs, alacrity, and fingular benevolence ; and not lefs addrefs to gain 
the favour of other princes, and to endear himfelf to God and man: 
and fuch was his benignity, that he feemed not either in his private 
capacity defirous of riches, nor in his public, ambitious of crowns to 
gratify his avarice, but to qualify himfelf the better to become an in- 
{trument of doing good.’ 
The celebrated battle of Teniers (or Malplaquet).is thus re- 


lated : 
‘ The French were encamped near the towns of Taifniere and 


Malplaquet, which were covered with the woods of Doura and Blau- 
gies on the right and left: and in their rear they had fields full of 
buthes and hedges, very fit to fecure them of a retreat. They had 
alfo examined all the defects of their entrenchments, and fpent all 
the night in fortifying their front. The next morning early they 
began again to work on the fame, and fo continued two days ; while 
the confederates, without making any attempt, were drawing their 
forces together, and waited for the reft, which were on their march, 
to join them from the camp before Tournay : for thefe reafons they 
did not attack the French the firft day, a condu& which many fe- 
verely cenfured. 

‘ The confederates camp extended on the left to Blaquiere, and 
on the right to Sart, and the centre was at Blaregnies. The Duke 
of Marlborough and Prince Eugene, having confulted the field de- 
puties of the States-general, refolved immediately to give the enemy 
battle. Monfieur Van Goflinga was the only one of thofe deputies 
who, by his courage, promoted this affair: the reft were unwilling to 
confent to it, left they fhould be thought too lavifh of the blood of 
the foldiers: ‘< for,” faid they, ‘* what hopes can ye have of forcing 
a camp fo exceedingly fortified both by art and nature?” However, 
in the council of war, it was refolved to give the enemy battle: and, 
on the 12th of September, by break of day, the generals drew up 
the army; and riding along the feveral ranks, gave the neceflary 
orders for fighting, and infpired the foldiers with courage. The fol- 
dies, on their part, expreffed a general alacrity, and entreated their 
commanders to make ufe of the prefent opportunity, and to truft to 
their fidelity and courage. 

* With aloud huzza, therefore, and the difcharge of all their 
cannon, the fignal was given for battle: the attack was made in 
three places, and the fight maintained with incredible bravery on 
both fides. The Duke of Argyle firft led up the Britith forces through 
the woods againft the enemy, 7 the right of the main battle: after 
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he had received the enemy’s fire, he fell upon their entrenchment, 


and cut through and overthrew them and their works together: then 


purfuing thofe who fled to their fecond entrenchment, he vanquifhed 


and drove them out of that alfo; and, after that, pufhing through 
the midft of the enemy, and trampling down all before him, he 
ftopped not till he came to their third entrenchment, where he cut 
through them again, and bravely maintained his ground: but in the 
other two places the confederates were repulfed. 

‘ The confederates, however, unexpectedly returned with greater 
courage, and attacked the entrenchment of the camp: but though the 
fituation of the place did not afford them a paflage, they furmounted 
it at laft by their courage and the remembrance of their former vic- 
tories, and drove the enemy back to the fecond entrenchment: but, 
as the Germans had left an opportunity for thofe runaways to rally 
again, the French, with fome freth reinforcements, returned out of 
the trenches tothe fight. However, as they were much weaker than 
the Germans, and had maintained a fight two hours with great bra-, 
very, the French, quite fpent with long fighting, and fainting under 
their wounds, turned their backs, and left their pofts tothe Germans. 
Being now beaten out of the field, they retreated to their third en- 
trenchment, and there refrefhed themfelves: Prince Eugene ob- 
ferving this, immediately took poffeffion of that entrenchment which 
was left unguarded, and flew to fuccour the Dutch on the left, who 
were prefled very hard; leaving his horfe to fupport his own party, 
if they fhould happen to be oppreffed. Here the battle was a long 


time doubtful, and it was not eafy to difcern which fide had the ad- © 


vantage; becaufe they who were repulfed, as both fides were in their 
turn, found a fafe retreat for a long time among their own horfe. 

‘ The confederates cannon did great execution upon the enemy, 
and were of fpecial fervice at this critical jun@ture: for a flight touch 
of a cannon ball fo wounded the Duke de Villars in the knee, that 
he was forced to be carried out of the field. 

* The Dutch infantry were cut off almoft toa man: they had made 
an obftinate refiflance on the left wing, and fought fo, that when 
their firft lines fell, the next advanced into their rank. The Duke 
of Marlborough fent Lieutenant-general Withers to their relief, 
Prince Eugene perceiving their admirable valour to be in danger of 
being borne down by the multitude of their enemy, and that Withers 
was intercepted, haftened thither with a party of his own troops, and 
with {word in hand cut his way through the midft of the enemy, 
to their fuccour: and when he came up to them, difmounting his 
horfe, he charged through the thickeft of the enemy. At the fame 
time three regiments of Danifh horfe, which had been pofted as a 
rear guard to the foot, and had not been yet engaged, were called 
up thither by the Duke of Marlborough. ‘his relief gave new life 
as it were to the Dutch; who now, making a freth attack, mounted 
an entrenchment twelve feet high: whereupon victory began to de- 
clare in favour of the confederates, and the right wing of the ene- 
my was cut off from their left. ‘This caufed a terrible flaughter ; and 
the Dutch, clofing their ranks, drove the enemy from both their en- 
trenchments, and put them to rout. And now they made buta 
weak refiflance: for being by this time thrown into diforder, what- 
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escame up to join them, did but add to their confufion, 


ever parti : 
and increafe at once their fears and their danger: from thence. they 


fled to the neighbouring woods, in order to form themfelves again. 
‘ At the fame time the Britifh horfe, as well as the Earl of Ork- 
ney, with fome battalions of foot, advancing on the right wing, at- 
tacked the third entrenchment, and drove the enemy, who were 
drawn up in the plain of Bleron, through the woods on the other 
fide: but the ground was fo difadvantageous, that fome of our fqua- 
drons were put into diforder by the French King’s houfehold troops. | 
The Duke of Marlborough obferving this, haftened thither; and in 
a fhort fpeech, exhorted them to remember their wonted bravery, 
and not to lofe their fhare of the victory which was already won. 
This was no fooner faid than the Prince of Wirtemberg rallied his 
troops, and led them up again to the battle. Here again the fight 
grew very fierce: at length the fortune of war changing, all the 
French in general turned their backs, and fled through a little wood 
to their foot, much hurt and torn among the bufhes. Thus the 
enemy being put to flight on all fides, quitted the field of battle. 

‘ When the confederates had taken poffeflion of the enemy’s camp 
which was fo ftrongly entrenched that it looked like a well-fortified 
town, they fent out eighteen fquadrons to clear the woods; who, find- 
ing no enemy there, proceeded onward till they came to an open- 
ing. There they perceived the French troops flying through the 
fields towards Maubeuge, and fome regiments drawn up behind the 
woods, to make good the retreat of the reft. ‘The Marfhal de Bouf- 
flers had given orders for their retreat in three columns: the confe- 
derates purfued the enemy in their flight fo far as Quievrain, with 
very little flaughter. ‘The foreft of Ardenne, which extends far and 
wide through the country of Beauvois, was a great fhelter to them in 
their flight. Some of the enemy marched off with all fpeed towards 
Maubeuge, others to Condé and Valenciennes: but fuch a panic 
fear had feized them, that they marched both night and day, leavin 
many of their wounded men behind them at Maubenge, " 
“ she night came on, the confederates could not purfue them 

y farther, on account of their wounded foldiers, and the care of 
burying their dead. Befides, they knew that all the roads were bee 
fet, and that the horfemen might be eafily furrounded in the night 

The Duke de Villars being, as 1 have already mentioned griev- 
ant wounded in the knee, was forced to quit the field in the heat of’ 
the battle; but Prince Eugene, who was wounded flightly, was de- 
— no longer than to have his wound bound up. Divine Provi- 
oa eae in time of danger, and rules the ftorm of 
. Pp —_ the Duke of Marlborough fafe on that dreadful day, as 
i rs the Duke of Argyle, whofe coat is faid to have been cut and 
<a —— in many places. General Webb alfo received a woand 

a which he was lame a long time afterwards. | 
a e Brigadier Lalo, Sir Thomas Pendergrafs, Colonel Rivet 
leutenant-colonel Arundel, with many captains : df 
Ghindinadane ae — y captains and fubalterns, and 
a ae ghting valiantly on that day, in the fields of Taif- 
pene re there flain. Colone! Cranfton, in the aét of folemnl 
evoting himfelf to God, u his b ‘lled by 2 
cannoncball. "Ja - » upon his bended knees, was killed by a 
+ James Campbell, the Earl of Stair’s lieutenant, gave 
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proofs of his fingular valour in view of both armies. For while the 
vidtory was yet doubtful, he rufhed with great fury againft the ene. 
my with a party of his men, and cutting down all before him, opened 
a way through the midft of the enemy, and returned the fame way to 
his friends. The bravery of this youth very much encouraged the 
confederates, and difheartened the enemy, who were fo much terri. 
fied, that none of them afterwards was ever willing to come in the 
way of a white horfe, which was the colour of his. ’ 

‘ Monfieur Van Goflinga alfo, one of the Dutch deputies, over 
and above the duty intrafted to him by the States, was obferved that 
day to rally their troops when difordered in the abfence of their com. 
manders, and to lead them up again to the battle, giving fignal 

roofs of his wonted bravery. This gave fome people occafion to 
basse him, as they did alfo ong tata for venturing a battle, be. 
caufe the office of a deputy was different from that of a general: but 
as his aétion was crowned with fuccefs, others applauded him both 
for his courage and military conduct. In this battle there were 
reckoned of the confederates fix thoufand killed, and nine thoufand 
wounded ; of the French feven thoufand killed, and ten thoufand 
wounded. But their lofs was ftill greater; for there were a vatt 
number of deferters. ‘Though this victory coft us dear, yet, within 
the memory of man to this day, there never was greater courage 
fhewn by foldiers, nor wifer conduct difplayed by commanders, than 
by thofe of all the confederated nations on that day. Nay, even the 
French, though vanquifhed, acquitted themfelves greatly beyond ex- 
pectation in this battle. Many of the confederates wounded men, 
whom the furgeons had defpaired of, afterwards recovered. Very 
few of the enemy were taken in battle. Their wounded men, who 
were left at Maubeuge and other towns, fell into the hands of the 
confederates the next day. Thefe, through the clemency of the ge- 
nerals, had liberty to return into France, on condition that, as foon 
as they fhould be healed, they fhould furrender themfelves prifoners 
of war in Holland, according to an engagement made betweeg 
Major-general Cadogan and the Chevalier de Luxemburgh, con- 
cerning thefe prifoners and the burial of the dead. In this battlea 
great number of the enemy’s cannon and colours were taken.’ 

Of the Author’s turn for anecdote and humorous defcripe 
tion, we fhall add the following examples : 

Speaking of the French prophets, who attraéted much notice in 
res country, about the beginning of the prefent century, he 

ays, 

‘ About two years before this (1705), a company of ftrolling prophets 
came over from France into England. This contagious tribe mi- 
ferably infected many frantic and crack-brained people at London, 
who fancied they had revelations of many things to come ; for thefe 
men’s idle ftories being divulged among the people, occafioned nu- 
merous meetings of them about the kkirts of the city. Nor did thefe 
men {pare even facred things. ‘There you might fee the prophet 
lying flat upon the ground, as if he was juft expiring ; or elfe, like 
one out of his mind, he is mute, {weats, and trembles! At length he 
begins to rave, and work himfelf out of breath, as if it were to fhake 
out the fpirit, uttering a multitude of words without any a 
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but fuch as are peculiar to pro hets; formetime : . 
mouth clofe, od ionéidins Saas it wide roca me agpersante. 
. . ; , fating the names of 
the Affyrian and Egyptian Kings, and pronouncing uncouth 
pumped up, as it were, from the bottom of his belly. . On a 
of this, not only fome chemifts, mathematicians and othe a 
natural genius difpofes them to divination, were tainted ay eae 
errors and falfe notions; but naughty women alfo ih = 
rupted both in body and. mind, became infected with their diforder, 
; ’ ib their diford 
and began to prophefy! But, fince medicine avails littl an 
diftempers of the mind, in order to prevent the {| calle ’ fs my “wa 
tion, thefe prophets were called to account rr. re ry, the infec- 
fecuted. At laft they gave out that they could r “fe th of them pro- 
when the prefixed time came, which they had “i sa 9 igh 
ftoring Dr. Wells to life, who was dead and vi. gaa for the ris 
of people, who were either poflefled with a vain ; hae multitude 
bability of the miracle, crowded to the place o so o> aah sl 
to behold the confirmation of what wi had eid ult of May 1707, 
people had waited there a long time Abe : aid. But when the 
sted miracle, their credelity “+ tag ie oe ae of the ex- 
thefe prophets was abafhed and def Wi —_ all the doétrine of 
ceeded into Scotland; but that caahion ai rom hence they pro- 
which they had breathed among the mount ia F th mane, Oe Sane 
had not the fame gift of prophecy there Tw ; ese Cevennes, they 
tranfported themfelves into Holland O a years. siter Chis, they 
magiitrates immediately committed them _ h wy Baar ie Boosie Bsa 
as idle vagrants and vagabonds ; chief ~s ; e houfe of correétion, 
not divert the people from their lawfal e lo. end that they might 
they had any power from above to do an th oyments; and that, if 
wounds of the Public, it might take its y Sning semanas Denman 
tices had their beginning. Mr. B ee the corrupt prac- 
who was himielf much addicted to them cigh, an Englith merchant, 
their imprifonment, and made great co Jie grievouily affected with 
ambaffador. He exculed sm, 495 : nena reas the Queen’s 
Englifhmen, he had no authority to rnc wi na Sig 
siete Mieich dn tethe end thictieue no their releafe. But they 
lead, Mew-ever ie o hule a , raifed by the prophets in Eng- 
turned them and their haem pans ee gaF rag + writing 
employed himfelf, by way of ae Mr. Steele likewife 
of the people, the follies, levities, lu nt, in cenfuring the manners 
the faults of the times. At au sie ¢ of the women, and, at laft, 
clergy, who feemed to place ali pi e a great part of the inferior 
their order, took not the leatt int a aan ane SENGESIaNR 90 
now endued with great apdeden pet! the prophets, and feemed 
many of them were promoted to , 1“ ich was very wonderful. But 
Atterbury obtained the deaner ne eee and dignities, Dr 
preferments; and Mr. ete. sa arlifle, and others got other 
— te the ‘on cinta hifi... 
y. in cuseain thee mane of he bounds of their 
Siecin er Gefann Chair eaten. ny of them at that time were 
Sesine en, thai eir voices in the convocation as they jud ne to 
eaves die i ape interefts, which gave great Pin ' ape 5 
dinmctinn 4 of Rochefter and Nottingham, who af. ang of- 
Bas that se — —_ was then reported to wane 
.» Sacheverill, whofe wickednefs exceeded’ his 


years, 
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years, either defirous to be thought a prophet, or to be made a Bifhop, 
turned the edge of all his oratory againft Mr. Harley, Sir Simon 
Harcourt, and Mr. St. John, who at that time were all in the court 
intereft, refle€ting upon them as falfe brethren, and a {purious brood, 


jn a fermon which he preached in the country. They little regarded, 


all he had faid; afcribing it to the audacioufnefs and pertnefs of the 
man, and looking upon him as one of the mad prophets.’ 

Of the manner in which the Duke of Mar]borough’s laurels 
were torn by the Jovers of French wine, he thus writes: 

« And now I fhall take this opportunity to fpeak of the French 
wine-drinkers as truly and briefly as I can. On the firft breaking 
out of the confederate war, the merchants in England were pro. 
hibited from all commerce with France, and a heavy duty was laid 
upon French wine. ‘This caufed a grievous complaint among the 
topers, who have great intereft in the parliament, as if they had been 
poifoned by Port wines. Mr. Portman Seymour, who was a jovial 
companion, and indulged his appetites, but otherwife a good man; 
General Churchill, the Duke of Marlborough’s brother, a man 
of courage, but a lover of wine; Mr. Periera, a Jew and {mell- 
feaft, and other hard drinkers, declared, that the want of French 
wine was not to be endured, and that they could hardly bear up 
under fo great a calamity. ‘Thefe were joined by Dr. Aldridge, who, 
though wick-named the prieft of Bacchus, was otherwife an excel- 
lent man, and adorned with all kinds of learning. Dr. Ratcliffe, a 
phyfician of great reputation, who afcribed the caufe of all difeafes 
to the want of French wines, though he was very rich, and much 
addigted to wine, yet being extremely covetous, bought the cheaper 


wines ; but at the fame time he imputed the badnefs of his wine to. 


the war, and the difficulty of getting better: therefore the Duke 
of Beaufort, and the earl of Scarfdale, two young noblemen of great 
intereft among their acquaintance, who had it in their power to live at 
their eafe in magnificence or luxury, merrily attributed all the doc- 
tor’s complaints to his avarice. All thofe were alfo for peace rather 
than war. And all the bottle-companions, many phyficians, and 
great numbers of the lawyers and inferior clergy; and, in fine, the 
Joofe women too, were united together in the faction againft the 
Duke of Marlborough. But matters not being yet ripe for an attack, 
their hatred againft the Duke did not yet break out openly. The 
heads of the faction gained daily more and more of the Queen’s fa- 
vour by detracting from the praifes of the Duke of Marlborough, 
Their emiffaries leflened the victories obtained in the wars in Flan- 
ders; and either afperfed the Duke of Marlborough’s glory with 
petty falfehoods, or unjuiftly transferred it to others: nay, they laid 
even the ill-fucceffes in Spain to his charge. His wife’s faults, too, 
were aggravated to the common people. The Earl of Godolphin 
was falfely charged, in ordinary converfation, with embezzling the 
public treafure. The Earl of Wharton was reputed an enemy to the 
lordly power and tyranny of the clergy, a profane perfon, and out of 
God’s favour, The Earl of Sunderland and the Lord Halifax were 
bitterly railed at. And, in a word, all the Whigs, efpecially thofe 
who were ftyled the Junto, were cenfured as irreligious people, by 
thofe who had no religion at all of theirown. For in that degene- 
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m, uncertainties paffed current for certainties, 
ths; and truths themfelves were greatly mag- 

; the vulgar by thofe of the French faction. All things, 
sy wangpan fo carried on, both in the city and country, as if the 
on and name of the French had again become moft acceptable 


lar in England.’ ; : 
rT neko pent the Reader wil! perceive, that Mr. Cun- 


ningham bad a manner of writing peculiar to himfelf, which, if 
not ftrictly conformable to the laws of criticifm, was, neverthe- 


fe. entertaining, and inftructive. a 
; deccimens of’ the Latinity of the original work are fub- 


joined to the tranflation ; but a good Jndex is wanting. g. 


rate ftate of the kingdo 
and probabilities for tru 





Art. Il. Bibliotheca Topographica Britannica. 4to. N%* XXXVII. 
(Price 6s.) XXXVIIL. (Price 6s.) XXXIX,. (Pre 10s. 6d.} 
Nichols. 1787. 

ry HE 37th Number of this work is, * An hiftorical defcrip- 
1 tion of the Zetland Iflands.” The Preface informs us, 

that it was written by Thomas Gifford, of Bufta, Efq. 1733, 

and that the original manufcript is: now in the Author’s family, 

copies of which were difperfed ; and one of them falling into the 
hands of Mr. George Paton of Edinburgh, was by him com- 
municated to Mr. N:chols, who takes this method of preferving 
it for public fervice,—prefuming * thac a more minute detail of 
thefe iflands, written by a native, and refident little more than 

50 years azo, would not be unacceptable, at a time when the 
ritifh Fitheries are become fo much the object of attention.’ 
The firft printed account of thefe iflands was written by Cap- 

tain John Smith, and publifhed in 1662. If we may judge by 

the few extradls here given, we fhould conclude that Mr. Smith 
employed confiderable induftry and attention on his fubjeé. 

Thefe iflands appear to have been in a more flourifhing ftate (if 
we may ule the term) feveral years ago, than at the time when 
this defcription before us was completed, or at the prefent. They 
are very Capable of improvement, but the poor inhabitants are 
opprefled by the nature of their government, which is fuch as 
checks and difcourages aJ] exertion and laudable endeavour, 

In the reign of Queen Ann, the earldom of Orkney and lord- 
thip of Zetland were granted to the Earl of Morton, in which 
family they continue. 

Among the kinds of crown-rent here enumerated, we obferve 
one, which is called the walle-rent, a corrupt contraétion, fays 
the writer, of two Danifh words, viz. nuit laugh, i.e. a night 
laying. This tax, we are told, originated in the time of Popery, 
when ‘ the Bifhop of Orkney and Zetland fent over a vene- 
rable matron, whom he recommended as a perfon of fuch extra- 
ordinary fandtity, that on her lying but one night in every parifh 
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in the country, they would thereafter be bleffed ‘ with 
plenty of corn and fifhing, provided fhe was rewarded with fome 
fmall annual penfion during her life, which the fimple fuperfj. 
tious inhabitants eafily believed.” A fmall yearly fum was ac. 
cordingly granted out of every parifh, and it feems is ftill paid, 
with a few exceptions, and amounts to about fifty pounds fter. 
ling per ann. 

In the Appendix to this work, we have Charters, Grants, Coun. 
try Aés, and other original papers: to which are added, two Let. 
ters, dated in 1744, from Captain Thomas Prefton to Mr, 
Ames, which afford a concife but entertaining account of thefe 
iflands. In enumerating the different kinds of wild fowl, we 
obferve the Ember-goofe is mentioned, which is faid to hatch her 
eggs under her wing. ‘ This is certain,’ fays Mr. Prefton, ¢ that 
none faw them on the land, and that they have a cavity, or hol- 
low place, under one of their wings, only capable of containing 
a largeegg.” We may be allowed juft to hint to the editor, that 
it would have been acceptable, and not very difficult, if fome ac. 
count had been added of the value of a mark Scots in money, 
and the meafure of a mark of land, each of which are frequently 
mentioned, and concerning each many readers may be fuppoled 
wholly ignorant. | 

No. ‘38. The hiftory and antiquities of Barnwell Abbey and 
Sturbridge Fair. 

The firft part of this article is an abftract from the regifter of 
Barnwell Abbey, written by Mr. Thomas Rutherforth of Pap. 
worth Agnes, Cambridgefhire, and father of the late Dr. Ruther- 
forth. Novery great entertainment or improvement is genes 
rally to be expected from works of this kind. Antiquity ren- 
ders them curious; otherwife they are little more than a difplay 
of the ignorance, the fuperitition, and the folly of the times, 
Moft of thefe foundations had their origin in miracles, which 
thofe who chufe it may believe. Something of the kind is here 
related. Hugoline, wife of Earl Picot, who lived in the reign of 
William Rufus, was feized with a ficknefs for which no relief 
could by any means be obtained. In this defpairing ftate, the lady 
is faid to have vowed, to God, and to St. Giles, that if her health 


was recovered, fhe would build a church, and eftablifh a houfeof | 


Religious, dedicated to God and St. Giles: in this promife her 
hufband concurred: and, mark the event!—in three days the 
perfe€ily recovered !—From the account here given of the pro- 
grefs of this building, the interruptions it received, the Priors 
who prefided, the donations which fupported it, &c. &c. we may 
infert a few particulars : : 
About the year 1260, Sir Gilbert Peche, who was afterwards 
a benefactor to this houfe, on the death of his firft wife, * gave 
to the church of Barnwell, for the good of her foul, 10 a 
ycany 
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yearly rent ‘n Chavele.’ In the reign of Edward I. ¢ Robert de 
Hardwyc held an eftate of the King by ferjeantry, by which he 
was obliged to carry the King a hot loaf, unum fyminellum cali- 
dum (perhaps, rather, a fweet cake bot) every day for his dinner.’ 
_‘ In 1294, there was fuch a dearth in the Jand, that a bufhel 
of wheat was worth 26d, as foon as harveft was in.’ 

Few of our Readers are wholly unacquainted with Sturbridge 
Fair, once thought to have been the greateft fair in Europe 
We cannot fay that this article adds greatly to the ftock of know- 
ledge concerning it. The original charter, it is faid, does not 
appear. We are not informed at what time this famous mart 
was firft eftablifhed, or what was the immediate caufe, nature 
and defign of the inftitution. We are here carried back no far- 
ther than the reign of Henry VIII. who refumed the former 

rant, and gave a new one to the magiftrates and corporation of 

ambridge. Some little particulars carry us higher than this 
time, and juft ferve to fhew that the fair fubfifted in ages muck 
more remote. It commences annually on the feventh of Se 
tember, and continues three weeks. The fhops, or booths ae 
built in rows, like ftreets, having each its proper name "wane 
every commodity its proper place. The order and re ularit 
preferved is very commendable: the fair is faid to be like'a well. 
governed city, lefs diforder and confufion being prevalent here th : 
in any other place where there is fo great a concourfe of peo le. 
Befide the other ftreets, there is a-great {quare, formed ‘of ‘te 
Jargeft booths, which is called the Duddery * chiefly conf ai ; 
of woollen manufactures, of which, we are told hate b fold 
in lefs than a week to the amount of 100,000 y The aie 
of wool only, fold at one fair, has amounted to 50 or ehicow 
and of hops very little lefs. The 14th of September is th h orf 
fair day, when the number of people is almoft i ; dible. 
Whether this fair maintains in any good degree its tite dod mt 
ly — now confiderably declining, we are not told : he 

t itor fays no more of its prefe i ; 
cient ftate. In the Appendix ty ween a <7 hes slate nea 
the fame fubje&, and among the reft a Jon Latin bit kes 
dine Sturbrigienfes, written by T’. Hill of Trinit Collere io 
pAlb and worth preferving. i a 

wo prints in thi 

wi. st _ this number; one, the head of Mr. Bute 
farther, relative : the Penge yw Are a reg hig te 
reg gage . rbridge, that fome have derived 
to the fair; but, this dap ok. aod Wana peng: ove 
jeCtures yet more fanciful : the anci A ramet sega 

' : cient name was Sterebrigge, or 


a 
Dudds, clothes. Grose’s Provincial Gloffary. 


t A gentle 
senietien sy ag om may of whofe remarkable hiftory many 
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Stereforigge, and the true etymology nothing more thana bridge 
over the river Stere, Stur, or Stour, which flows juft by. 

The biftory and antiquities of the parifh of Lambeth, in the 
couny of, Surrey, conftitute the thirty-ninth. number of this 
work. Much attention has been exerted by the Editor on the 
fubject. Of the name, varioufly fpelt, nothing more is made 
than Camden’s old account, that it fignifies @ dirty flation. The 
earlieft intelligence concerning this parifh is, that the Saxon 
Kings had a manfion here, in which they /ometimes refided, for, 
it is well remarked, im thofe ancient cays, they could only re. 
main in their manfion or manor houfes for fo many days in the 
year as they had agreed with their tenants to furnifh them and 
their attendants with provifions of all forts during their conti 
nuance there. In thofe times the parifh was granted to the Ab. 
bey of Waltham in Effex; in the reign of William I. a part of it 
was conveyed to the Bifhop and Convent of Rochefter. Gun. 
dulph, Bifhop of Rochefter, gives by charter, among other ar- 
ticles, to the Monks of St. Andrew, Rochefter, 1000 lampreys 
out of Lambea to their ule, to which his fucceflor added one 
falmon, to be, as we conclude, annually furnifhed. 

The age of the prefent church can only be guefled by the 
ftyle of the building in its different parts, which carries us back 
to about the year 1412. Among the numerous benefaétions to 
this church and parifh, is a piece of ground, in Lambeth Marth, 
containing 1A. OR. 17P. The parifh were in pofleffion of 
it in the year 1504, when it was called Church Hoopys, or Hope, 
which name it retained till 1623, when it aflumed that of the 
Church Oziers; and in a leafe, dated 6th Aug. 1690, it is, for 
the firft time called Pedlar’s dcre. In conneétion with the laf 
name, it is obfervable, that on a pane, 24 inches by 16, in one 
of the church windows, is painted the portrait of a pedlar and his 
dog. Tradition fays that the Pedlar gave the ground in queftion 
for leave to bury his dog in the churchyard. This our Editor 
rejects ; and conjectures with fome probability, that. the picture 
may be a rebus on the name of fome perfon who gave Church 
Hope. In fupport of which he remarks, that a like figure carved on 
a feat in Swaffham church, Suffolk, proves to have been merely a 
rebus on the name ‘fohn Chapman, who was one of its benefactors. 


But we muft farther obferve concerning this fame acre, that in _ 
1504 it produced a yearly rent of 25. 64.3; in 1651, of four ' 


pounds; in the year 1752, it was let on leafe at 100/. per anm 
and a fine of 800/.; and when the prefent value of the eftates 
belonging to the parifh was computed in December 1784, by 
Mr. Middleton, this was valued at 250/. net per annum. 

The Editor expatiates on the fhare which Lambeth, together 
with other places, had in the unhappy troubles of the laft cen- 


tury; and he here introduces, in the notes, fome account, fo far 
ab 
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beth was affected, of the riots in 1780, which, without 
“a rm he attributes to the Proteflant Affociation ; the people 
who aflembled under that name were, no doubt, irregular, and 
unjuftifiable; but the mifchiefs which enfued were probably 
owing to a number of very different perfons, who, for fo a- 
_fons, and owing to fome caufe not yet certainly known, were 
interfperfed among them. Of this it wou'd have been fair to 
have given a hint: but this work, we are forry ¢o remark, has, 
in more than one inftance, afforded fome indication of a party- 
fpirit, incompatible with the general liberality of mind which 
the Editor is known to poflefs. - 

Of the various articles which this entertaining number con- 
tains, we can feleé&t but few, and that very briefly. In our far- 
ther account, we may guide ourfelves by the prints. Plate I. is 
a view of Lambeth, from the Thames. IL, A new view of the 
church, with part of the palace, from the Thames at high wa- 
ter. The prefent palace feems to have been firft founded by 
Archbifhop Boniface, in 1216. Plate III. The pedlar and his 
dog. IV. South view of the church, and {ketch of the old 
rectorial houfe. V. Effigies of Dr. Featly, alfo the monument 
intended for him. This Dr. Featly, who was Rector of the 
parifh for many years, appears to have been a worthy and re-~ 
fpectable man. He was deprived, in 1643, and injurioufly 
treated,—the natural .confequence of fuch confufions as then 
prevailed. VI. An old ring found in Lambeth Marth: it is of 
gold, and the weight forty fhillings. After a great flood, which 
had deftroyed all the liquor in the cellar of a widow, who kept a 
public houfe on the bask, 1694, this ring was difcovered which 
made her abundant compenfation, by bringing numbers of people 
to her houfe to view the curiofity. Within the circle, the words 
de bon cor are infcribed, and on the feal part, around a dove with 
an olive branch, alfo in old French, Penci de moy, think of me. 
Vil. VIII. IX. X. Antiquities found in Cuper’s gardens. This 
fpot of ground in Lambeth parifh, now a diftillery, was for- 
merly in the poffeffion of Thomas Howard, Earl of Arundel. It 
was afterwards rented by Boydel Cuper, who kept a public houfe 
there. When Arundel houfe became a ftreet, many of the fta- 
tues belonging to his Lordthip’s colleétion were, at the requeft 
of Cuper, removed into his gardens. Imperfect they were be- 
fore, and were now much more defaced and mangled, being 
long expofed to the open air, and to the folly of thofe who were 
ignorant of their value. In 1717, Mr. Waller of Beaconsfield, 
and Mr. Freeman of Fawley-court, gave John Cuper (the fon) 
754. for the fragments; concerning fome of which Mr. Aubrey 
endeavoured to make probable conjectures, and others are fo 
greatly damaged that little or no judgment can be formed con- 
cerning them. Among thofe of which there is rather more cer- 


tainty, are Efculapius, and the Goddels of Health, in baff re- 
lieve, 
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lievo, the head of Jupiter Tonans, a hand of Jupiter grafping 
the thunder, a fragment of Mercury’s foot, and Argus’s head 
cut off by him, &c. XI. View of Mrs. Coade’s artificial burnt. 
ftone manufactory. This manufactory was ere@ed in 1769, at 
King’s Arms Stairs, Narrow Wall. It is faid to be calculated 
to anfwer every purpofe of ftone-carving, having a property, pe. 
culiar to itfelf, of refifting the froft, and confequently of re. 
taining that fharpnefs in which it excels every kind of ftone 
feulpture, and equals even marble itfelf, This print feems to 
be an emblematical device or ticket ; the next is a {pecimen of 
the work. XII, Mrs. Coade’s figure of Father Thames. XIII, 
Plan of the Black Prince’s palace at Kennington. This plan 
was drawn in.1636, fhewing the manor-houfe, as built on the 
fite of the Prince’s palace, and nearly all the Prince’s ftables 
then converted into a long barn. XIV. Another fketch of Ken. 


nington, made alfo in 1636. In this part of his work, our Edi- 


tor afcertains the fpot on which ftood the capital manfion houfe of 
Guy Faux, whofe eftate was a part of Faux or Vauxhall manor, 
which belongs to the Dean and Chapter of Canterbury. XV. 
Ticket for Vauxhall Ridotto al Frefco in 1732. XVI. Farther 
tickets for Vauxhall gardens, with tradefmen’s tokens, &c. A 
particular account is given of thefe gardens, which were opened 
by Mr. Tyers, in 17323 at that time filver tickets were iffued 
for admiffion at one guineaeach. ‘The Editor feems delighted 
with his fubje&t, which he agreeably defcribes: it is indeed a 
magnificent and beautiful place. XVII. Portraits of the two 
Tradefchants, and of Afhmole. John Tradefchant, the father, 
is fuppofed to have been a Fleming or Dutchman, who fettled 
in this kingdom about the beginning of the reign of James the 
Firft, He appears to have introduced the ftudy of botany into 
this:‘country, and to be juftly confidered as the earlieft collector 
of every thing that is curious in natural hiftory, ‘ and hada 
good collection of coins, medals, and a variety of uncommon 
rarities.’ He had travelled into moft parts of Europe, and into 
Barbary, Greece, and other eaftern countries, Tradition fays, 
that in 1620 he entered himfelf on board a privateer going again 
the Algerines, that he might have an opportunity of bringing 
apricot trees from that country. He lived in a great houfe at 
South Lambeth, where there is reafon to think his Mufeum was 
vifited, and encouraged by many perfons of rank. He was gar- 
dener to Charles I. A catalogue was publifhed by his fon, John 
Tradefchant, of his colle&tions, and an enumeration of the 
many plants, fhrubs, trees, &c. growing in his garden, which 
was extenfive. Some of thefe plants, it is faid, are even 
at this time become very uncommon, if not totally extiné. 
The Tradefchants, it is obferved, had hard fate, in having their 
names, as collectors of a noble Mufeum, funk in that of Afb- 
mole, to whom it was bequeathed, or who made the purchale of 
it; 











ft, for the matter feems rather doubtful. By a letters figned 


W. Watfon, and dated 1749, it appears that Mr. Tradefchant’s 
ed about an hundred and twenty years before 


probably the firft botanical garden in England, 
except that of Mr. John Gerard, the author of the Herbal. As 
he procured a great variety of plants and feeds, before unknown 
in England, the gardeners are faid ftill to give his name to feve-~ 
way of diftin@tion, as Tradefchant’s Spider-wort, Tradef- 
Tradefchant’s Daffodill, &c.—Plates XVIII. XIX. 

refent us with the tombs of the Tradefchants, in Lambeth 
church-yard: the father died in 1652, the fon ten years after. 
The laft plate in this Number contains remarkable arms, &c. in 


garden was plant 
that time, being 


ral, by 
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Lambeth church. 


Infcriptions and epitaphs in the church and church-yard em- 
ploy upwards of fifty pages. Among the biographical anecdotes 
are the names of Bufhe], Goodwin, Summerfell, Thirlby, Cour- 
ten, &c. The laft-named gentleman feems to have contributed 
greatly and chiefly to the cabinet of Sir Hans Sloane, and ¢ it 
may,’ our Editor obferves, * be pronounced with certainty, that he 
was the principal collector of the curiofities in the Britifh Mufeum, 
thofe from Herculaneum, and the South Seas, only excepted.’ A 
particular tribute is due to the name of Dr. Herbert Croft, 
Bifhop of Hereford, of whom a few memoirs are here in- 
ferted. He was known, not as a ftrenuous or bigotted advo- 
cate for modes and opinions, but as a warm friend to truth and 
goodneis ; of which, among other things, he gave evidence by a 
{mall pamphlet, called the * Nated Truth,’ publifhed in 1676; 
written with piety and charity, pleading for moderation and rea- 
fonable compliances, as more becoming, as well as more effec 
tual, than enforcing uniformity by penalties and perfecution. 
He was attacked by feveral of the intolerant party, and particu- 
Jaly by a Dr. Turner, who was anfwered, with his ufual 
life and fpirit, by Andrew Marvell, in a piece, which, accords 
ing to his humour, was called ** Mr, Smirke, or the Divine is 


Mode,” 


We fhall finifh our article by farther obferving that biogra- 
phical anecdotes of the Jate learned Dr. Ducarell occupy many 
pages of the prefent number. 

N. B. Numbers 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, and 45, of this large and 
valuable Colle@ion of Antiquities, are publifhed, and will be re- 
viewed in due courfe, 
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Art. II. The Emperor’s new Code of Criminal Laws. Publifhed at 
Vienna, the 15th of January 1787. ‘Tranflated from the German, 
by an Officer. 8vo.° 25. 6d. Robinfons. 


, ‘HE prefent age is diftinguifhed above all others, by the 


many efforts that have been made in Europe to annihilate, 
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or to diminifh the horrors of flavery, to mitigate the feverity of 
penal laws, to adminifter juftice with impartiality, and to pro- 
portion punifhments to the different degrees of guilt, more ex- 
actly than had formerly been done. 

Since the minds of men have been enlightened by the writings 
of philofophers, on fubjects of this nature, the feverity of penal 
Jaws hath been very generally complained of, as a grievance that 
ought to be univerfally redrefled. In countries where.the go- 
vernment is limited, and in which the new-modelling a whole 
code of laws is attended with great difficulties, the evils have 
been mitigated rather by moderating the execution of the law, 
than by exprefsly altering its decrees. ‘This, however, it muft 
be admitted, is only a partial remedy, attended, moreover, with 
fome peculiar difadvantages. It is with pleafure we obferve, 
that in the prefent cafe, the lefs limited authority of the prince 
has been exerted in the caufe of juftice and humanity. Where 
fuch a great change in the radical laws of a country takes place 
at once, as in the prefent inftance, it muft, in®all probability, be 
attended with fome confequences that could not be forefeen, 
which may prove injurious to individuals, or, in fome degree, 
hurtful to the Public : but thefe can only be temporary evils ; and 
as far as we can judge, they will not probably be, in the pre- 
fent cafe, either very much felt, or of long continuance ; for the 
Code feems to have been digefted with great judgment and atten- 
tion to the general welfare of the community. It is divided 
into two parts, viz. Part firft, of Criminal, and Part fecond, 
of Civil offences ; the following remarks, in a particular manner, 
apply to the Criminal Code. 

No principle of legiflation is lefs difputable than that § it is 
the certainty of punifhment, not the /everity of it, that guards 
againft crimes ;’ and of courfe it muft follow, that where the 
punifhments are difproportionably fevere, the humanity of man- 
kind will be exerted fo as to render thefe punifhments lefs cer- 
tain, than where it was accounted to be nothing more than juft, 
Thefe principles feem to have been adverted to by the compilers 
of the prefent code. ‘They have farther aimed at preferving as 
much as poffible the lives of the citizens, and of reftoring them 
to the community, fo as to allow them to become once more 
ufeful members of it, after having fuffered the punifhment of 
their guilt, in all cafes where the nature of their crime feemed 
to render that practicable. In conformity with thefe principles, 
it appears, that capital punifhments are entirely laid afide, 
through all the Emperor’s dominions, :unlefs it be in cafes cog- 
nifable by a court martial; as, with fegard to martial law, the 
prefent code does not interfere, unlefs merely to decree that 
hanging is the fevereft punifhment that can in any cafe be in- 
Aicted. With regard to civil crimes, not excepting high trea- 
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fon itfelf, all the punifhments that are permitted, confift of im- 

prifonment for a longer or fhorter period, with degrees of ag- 

gravation proportioned to the nature of the crime,—corporal 
unifhments with whip, rod, or ftick,—and the pillory. 

With a view to adjuft the punifhments with fome degree of 
precifion to the different degrees of guilt, the legiflators have 
thought proper to make fix different clafles of imprifonment, 
when confidered with refpec&t to the extent of duration only, 
each of which admits of three degrees of augmentation, viz. the 
moft rigorous, the fevere, and the milder imprifonment. 

‘ Hard labour on the public works has alfo degrees of aogmenta- 
tion, which depend on greater difficulty, greater fatigue, or the pro- 
longation of the tafk impofed. The fixing of the proper degree of 
augmentation is left to the fair confideration of the criminal judge, 
according to the particular circumftances which take place in each 
country. 

‘ Corporal punifhment, with whip, rod, or ftick, is either in- 
flited by itfelf as a punifhment, or to increafe that of imprifonment 
or hard labour on the pubic works. This punifhment is to be pub- 
licly inflied on the criminal; the juft degree of it, the number of 
ftrokes to be given at a time, as well as the repetition of the chaf- 
tifement, depend on the found prudence of the judge, &c.’ 

Several fmaller degrees of augmentation are mentioned, which 
our fcanty limits do not admit us to particularize. The 
reader will eafily fee that thofe above enumerated admit of great 
variations in refpect to the feverity of the punifhments. In the 
following part of the Code, the different crimes are arranged 
into clafles, and very properly diftinguifhed, and great care is 
taken to {pecify, in a particular manner, the kind and the degree 
of punifhments for each kind of offence. ° 

‘ The criminal judge is bound down to the fenfe and letter of the 
law, according as the law eftablifhed, concerning fuch or fuch of- 
fence, the magnitude and kind of punifhment are exaétly and ex- 
prefsly fet forth *. He is not at liberty, under pain of being rigor- 
oufly refponfible, to leffen or increafe the punifhments prefcribed by 
Jaw: and yet lefs is he authorifed to change the nature of the pu- 
nifhment, or to fupprefs it entirely, in virtue of an accommodation 
between she criminal and the party wronged.’ 

On a fubje& of fo much importance, and of fuch general ex- 
pectation as the prefent, we believe we fhall act in conformity 
to the wifhes of moft of our readers, when we enter into fuch 
explanations as fhall render the tendency of the regulations in 
this new code of laws generally intelligible. On this prin- 
ciple it is that we proceed to fpecify the different clafles of im- 
prifonment as under; viz. Imprifonments are, 
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For alimit- § 1. In the firft degree, o...8 Mint, c= & V5 Yearte 
ed time, 2. Inthe fecond degree, | © Ms | 5 Sy amt | 8 Yeart 
: 2, Inthe firft degree, “sy $ Years, Glu «32 Years. 
Continual, *} 2. In the fecond » = = > 12 Years < ¢ % x P és Years. 
OF long du-§ 5. In the firft degree, | > | 15 Years, os | 30 Years. 
ration, 6, In the fecond degree, Lyx ~ J 30 Years, Lz em J May be troe 


longed even to an bundred Years, 

‘In criminal offences, for which there is awarded in this Code, tha 
punifhment of long duration, in the fecond degree, the public mark 
of the hot iron fhall be added to the punifhment, if4t appear that the 
criminal be remarkably depraved, and that the apprehenfions which 
he may excite require fuch precaution to be taken. When the of, 
fender is condemned to this punifhment, he fhall be branded on each 
cheek with the mark of a gallows, fo vifibly and ftrongly impreffed, 
as to be effaced, neither by time, nor in any other manner what- 
ever. : 

‘ In cafes of the mef rigorous imprifonment, the criminal is con- 
fined day and night to the {pot afligned him, with a ring of iron faft- 
ened about his middle ; and he may be loaded with additional irons, 
if the kind of work impofed on him permit, or the danger of his 
efcape render it neceflary. When a criminal is condemned to fuffer 
[this kind of +] imprifonment, he has no bed but the floor, no nou- 
rifhment but bread and water, and all communication, not only with 
ftrangers, but with his acquaintance and relations, is refufed. 

‘¢ A criminal condemned to the /evere imprifonment, is to be 
treated as above, with this difference only, that the irons on his feet 
fhall not be fo heavy, and that he fhall be allowed a pound of meat 
on two feveral days in the week. 

‘ The criminal condemned to the mi/der imprifonment, is con- 
fined by irons, lefs heavy indeed, but fuch as to prevent his efcaping 
without confiderable force and addrefs. ‘To a criminal under this 
fentence, a better nourifhment is allowed, but he has nothing to 
drink but water. Nor is he to fpeak or hold communication with 
his relations or acquaintance, unlefs very ftrong reafons can he 
fhewn and declared, and that in the prefence of the jailer, if the 
circumitances require it. Even the milder imprifonment may be ren- 
dered lefs mild, by more rigoroufly fafting fome part of the week. 
dae prifoner on fuch days of faft will receive only one pound of 

read.’ 

The punifhment of the chain is the fevereft that can be in- 


flicted for the greateft civil crime that can be committed by man. 
It is thus defcribed : 

‘ The criminal fuffers‘fevere imprifonment, and is fo clofely 
chained, that he has no more liberty than ferves for the indifpenfable 
motion of his body. The-criminal condemned to the chain fuffers 
corporal punifhment, every year, for an example to the Public. 

‘ It is a confequence of the fentence which infli€ts she chain, the 
moft rigorous imprifonment, or the fevere imprifonment, that the cri- 
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* Is not this an improper word ? We prefume the Tranflator has 
been at a Jofs fora proper Englith word. 


+ Thefe words have been evidently omitted in the tranflation by 
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minal can make no will from the day judgment has been pronounced 
againft him, until the completion of his punifhment; and alfo that 
every will which he may have already made, before judgment was 
ronounced, or direStly after his being apprehended, becomes null 


and without efiect.’ . 
Thefe punifhments appear at firft view extremely fevere. 


Death would, in the eyes of many, be efteemcd far more eligible; 
but that very circumftance fome will allege is greatly in their 
favour. When the terror of thefe punifhments, it will be faid, 
is conficcred on one hand, and when, on the other hand, it is 
adverted to, that for every crime, unlefs thofe of the moft atro- 
cious kind, the duration of the punifhment is limited, fometimes 
but fhort; and that the time which is thus allowed for folitary 
reficGtion, will probably infure a very deep repentance, and a 
thorough reformation of life, after the crime has been expiated ; 
it feems probable, that many ufeful lives may thus be preferved 
to the ftate; and that numbers of ill-difpofed perfons may, by 
this heavy chaftening, be effeétually turned from their wicked 
way, and learn todo well. Without pretending to decide on 
thefe points, we fhall here only remark, that it is with particular 
fatisfaction we obferve, that the legiflators have not only taken 
care to guard againft the injuftice of involving the innocent fa- 
milies of criminals in the feverity of their punifhment (unlefs in 
cafes where they were participating of the crime); but that they 
have alfo left the guilty fufferers themfelves, the means of fub- 
fifting in fociety after the feverity of the law has been fatisfied. 
The following regulations refpect thefe particulars : 

* Every perfon guilty of a criminal offence lofes the enjoyment of 
his private property from the time of his being found guilty. From 
this poffeffion muff be dedu&ed what is Jufficient for the maintenance and 
Jupport of bis wife and children, and the furplus be lodged in the 
funds of the criminal chamber, and employed folely for the purpofe 
of fupporting prifoners, and of inrolling and maintaining the in- 
ferior officers of juttice. 

‘ If the criminal condemned, die during his punifhment, his pri- 
vate and freehold property is adjudged to thofe who are the lawful 
heirs, notwithftanding his laft will may be exifting, and though it 
fhould have been made at any time whatever, But the criminal 
wwhofe time is expired, is reftored to all the rights of his property.’ 

Not fo, however, with refpeé& to sonour ; tor it is farther pro- 
vided, that in every criminal fentence, by which the guilty per-~ 
fon, who enjoys nobility, as a perfonal property, kas been condemned, 
it fhall be exprefsly declared, that the criminal lofes, in’his per- 
fon, all the rights and prerogatives attached to nobility, accord 
ing to the conftitution of each country. But this lofs affects 
Only the criminal, xot his wife, nor the children he may have 
had before the degradation of his nobility. 

Having thus endeavoured to give fome idea of the nature of 
the punifhments infli@ed by this Code, we fhall, for the farther 
13 fatisfaction 
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fatisfaction of our Readers, fele&t a few examples of particular 
crimes, with the punifhments annexed tothem. And though 
the brevity which we muft ftudy obliges us to mention the 
crimes only, and to avoid as much as poffible giving exa& de- 
fcriptions of them, yet it is proper we fhould remark, that fpecial 
care has been taken, in the work before us, to defcribe the 
crimes in a very diftinét manner, fo as to leave as little as pof. 
fible indefinite. 

An attempt to kill the Sovereign, is high treafon :—punifhment— 
confifcation of property, which, in the prefent cafe, will be em- 
ployed entirely for the advantage of the ftate, without any re- 
fpect to the children the prifoners may have, and by the moff 
rigorous punifbment of long duration in the fecond degree. 

Affaulting a perfon in his own bhoufe :—punifhment—imprifon- 
ment for a limited time, in the firft degree, and condemnation to 
the public works. ut he againft whom force has been ufed, 
has ftill che right, notwithftanding this punifhment, to feek [to 
fue] for recompenfe, and adequate fatisfaction. 

Counterfeiting the public bills of the flate:—the imprifonment 
of long duration in the fecond degree. 

Fal/e coining :—the fevere imprifonment, for a limited time, in 
the firft degree, with condemnation to the public works, 

Concealing offenders :—punifhment—according to the degree of 
guilt; the continual imprifonment for a limited time, the milder 
imprifonment, or the more rigorous imprifonment and con- 
demnation to the public works.— The following exception to 
this law is devifed with fingular refpect to the ties of nature, and 
the rights of humanity: 

‘ Neverthelefs, he who conceals a perfon related to him in aright 
or collateral line, his brother or fifter, his brother-in-law or fifter- 
in-law, her hufband, or his wife, or his own wife, or the brother or 
fifter-in-law of his wife, though he well knew the perfon he con- 
cealed was actually guilty, fhall, according to the degree of his 
being nearly related to the perfon concealed, be treated with lefs 
rigour, under the exprefs condition that he have not, in any degree, 
rm) for his own part, in the execution or commiflion of the of- 
ence. 

Murder :—fevere imprifonment, of long duration in the firft 
degree. 

Culpable homicide :—imprifonment of the limited kind, in the 
firft degree, and hard Jabour on the public works; and this pu- 
nifhment may be augmented, as particular circymftances re- 
quire. 

The part of this Code which relates to duelling will probably 
be deemed the moft curious; we fhall therefore give a pretty 
full account of it: 

* He who challenges another to combat with murderous weapons, 


on whatever reafon the challenge be grounded, is guilty of duelling. 
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..+ The perfon challenged is as much guilty of this offence as the 
challenger, the inftant they are both difpofed to combat with mur- 
derous weapons, even though death fhould not be the confequence 
to both parties, though only a fingle wound fhould be received, or 
though there fhould be none at all. 

« If the death of one of the duellifts refult, the furvivor, if he has 
been the challenger, fhall be proceeded againft as a common affaffin. 
If it be the party challenged that furvives, he fhall be punifhed by 
the fevere continual imprifonment in the firft degree, and by con- 
demnation to the public works. 

‘ The right of Juing for more complete fatisfa&ion from the furvivor 
is referved to the widow and children of the deceafed, whether he be the 
challenger, or the perfon challenged. 

‘ If neither of the combatants fall, the challenger fhall be con- 
demned to the fevere imprifonment, for a limited time, in the firft 
degree, and to hard labour on the public works. The perfon chal- 
lenged fhall be condemned to the milder imprifonment for a limited 
time. 

‘ The punifhment of an accomplice in a duel, is the milder im- 
prifonment for a limited time, in the firft degree: but this punith- 
ment may be prolonged againft feconds.’ 

We fhall be anxious to learn how a law, that feems to be fo 
little fuited to the prejudices of this age, operates on the manners 
and opinions of the Empire. 

‘ A Rape: —fevere continual imprifonment in the firft degree, or 
condemnation to the public works; which, according to the vio- 
lence made ufe of, and of the injury which might refult from the 
abufe, may be encreafed. Ye woman viclated, to whom the right of 
Jatisfaftion and recompenfe is reserved, may at the fame time juridically 
~_ Some Jufficient Settlement, proportioned to the wealth of the cri- 
minal.’ 

In this Code, nothing is faid as to the mode of proof requi- 
fite to conftitute a crime; but it is plain, that unlefs great cau- 
tion is ufed as to that particular in the prefent cafe, this law may 
be the fource of very great injuftice, and fevere oppreflion. 

‘ Theft, unaccompanied by any aggravating circumftances :—the 
fevere imprifonment for a limited time, in the firft degree, and con- 
demnation to the public works. 

* Notwithftanding the public punifbment, the right of Seeking entire 
Satisfa&ion from the hands of him who committed the theft, is referved 
to the perfon robbed or wronged. 

* Robéery, without violence ;—fevere continual imprifonment, in 
the firft degree.’ 

From thefe few {pecimens, our Readers will be able to form 
fome idea of the fpecies of punifhments inflicted on crimes by 
this Code. Many varieties of each crime are fpecified in the 
law ; and their different punifhments prefcribed: but for thefe 
we muft refer the curious reader to the Code itfelf; which will 
afford room for many ferious refleétions, to fuch as are difpofed 
to inveftigate matters of this fort. On the chapter which treats 
I 4 of 
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of the extinguifhment of offences and punifiments, the follow. 
ing particulars feem to deferve notice: 

© He who by the jurifdiction of a lawful criminal court, after the 
cuftomary juridical enquiry, has been declared acquitted of the of~ 
fence laid to his charge, and whofe cafe has been difcufled in the 
trial, in fuch a manner that his innocence has been acknowledged 
as proved and demonftrated, cannot, on account of the fame offence, 
be fubje&t to a new inveltigation. But if the difcharge of the accufa- 
tic be only the refult of the want of a legal conviion, as likewife, 
if the enquiry only ceased for want of proofs, a fecond enquiry may be 
Jet on foct, as foon as any new evidence may appear, with which the 
judge was unacquainted, when be firft pronounced judgment.’ 

We prefume the perfon accufed is however fet at liberty until 
the new profecution be commenced. 

But how fhall we reconcile the above with the following re- 

ulation, which occurs § 11.? 

‘ Neverthelefs a criminal who has been once punifhed for an of- 
fence by gu incompetent judge, may again be punished for the fame 
by @ competent judge, when the firft punifhment has not been inflicted 
according to he letter of the law, nor in proportion to the offence.’ 

It feems to be highly unjuft that a criminal who is tried be- 
fore a judge, whole powers he cannot know, and who is fup- 
pofed to underftand the Jaw, fhould be in any manner fubje&ed 
to punifhment or inconvenience becaufe of the iniquity of the 
judge. It would have been more juft, in this cafe, to condemn 
the judge himfelf to undergo the punifhment which the male- 
faGtor ought, according to law, to have fuffered. The follow. 
ing regulation. has a more equitable principle for its bafis : 

‘ If the offence or punifhment have been abolifhed by the fuffering 
of the penalty in its full rigour and duration, or by the remiffion: 
thereof, the offender- (who was fuch before) fhall be confidered as 
entirely purged of his guilt, and fhall be reftured to all civil and 
focial rights, provided their lofs be not a confequence, or an exprefs 
part of the fentence of punifhment. He fhaill therefore neither meet 
with hindrance nor conftraint, from any perfon whatever, in the en- 
joyment of the forefaid rights, while his future conduét.fhall be con- 
formable to the laws of honour and probity; nor fhall any one be 

ermitted to reproach him with what is pait, relative to which, in 
ike manner, he fhall neither be wronged nor infulted.’ 

In reviling this criminal Code, the Englifh reader will re- 
mark, with pleafure, the equity and humanity of the above, 
ani of feveral other regulations ; but he will at the fame time 
perceive with regret, the total omiffion of one circumftance that 
will appear to him of very great importance. No directions 
here occur, relating to the manner in which a perfon acculed or 
fufpected of a crime may be apprehended ; no rules to guide or 
to check a magiftrate in his conduct with refpe@ to imprifon- 
ment ; no regulations in regard to the expediting of atrial. Our 
own Habeas corpus a&t will ever occur to him as one of the moft 
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peculiar privileges of our ifle. How thefe things are managed in 
the Empire, we cannot tell. But it muft appear fufficiently ob- 
vious, that unlefs meafures are adopted for guarding againtt the 
jmprifonment of innocent perfons, and for bringing thofe who 
are fufpected or accufed of cuilt, to a legal trial within a reafon- 
able time, it is of litile importance whether the punifhments 
prefcribed by law be mild or fevere; as, in that cafe, a very fe- 
vere punifhment might be inflicted oa any perfon before he is 
tried at all. 

In what manner this Code will be received by thofe for whom 
it is particularly intended, we cannot take upon us to judge. 
We are not fufficiently acquainted with the ftate of their former 
laws, to be able to perceive all the changes which it may occa- 
fion. It appears to us, however, that though the f{pirit of thefe 
regulations feems to be mild, the punifhments, when they come 
to be infli&ted, will Le found in praéfice to be exceedingly fevere. 
All the kinds of imprifonment are attended with circumftances 
extremely rigorous ; and we have no idea that the ftrongeft hu- 
man conttitution could long refi the rigours of the fevereft 
kinds, in the latitude of Vienna; fo that, although death upon 
the {caffold be prevented, we fhould be afraid that this kind of 
death would only be avoided, to make way for another, attended 
with -fuch circumftances of diftrefs as the humane mind cannot 
contemplate without horror. We fhould likewife fufpeé that the 
crimes here fpecified will be found much too few; and that, 
therefore, a latitude muft, in many cafes, be given to the judge 
that cannot prove favourable to public freedom. We are alfo 
afraid that too great a latitude is given for difturbing the peace 
of fociety under the pretext of being accomplices in crimes, 
particularly with regard to feditious meetings of the mob, and 
printing of libels, ever to admit of that entire perfonal fecurity 
which tends to allow the mind of man to exert its full powers, 
fo as to entitle him to the name of a free agent. On the whole, 
we are apprehenfive, it will not produce all the good that the 
compilers of this fyftem of law may have expected to refult from 
it: but experience muft determine this point. 

We have dwelt fo long on the Criminal Code, that we can fpare 
but little room for the confideration of the Civil Code; nor, in- 
deed, is this neceflary, as the fame general fyftem is here ad- 
hered to—the punifhments only being lefs fevere. 

The civil punifhments to be infli€ted in future, we are told, 
are corporal correétion, the pillory, confinement, condemna- 
tion to the public works, fetters, and banifhment from a deter- 
mined place. Pecuniary penalties cannot be impofed, but in 
the fingle cafe of prohibited games. 

_* Corporal correction may either be pronounced alone, as a pu- 
nifhment, or may be added as the augmentation of another punith- 
ment. 
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ment. This correction fhall always be public. The gradation of 
this kind of punifhment, in civil offences, is determined in this 
manner: a man shall not receive more, at one time, than fifty ftrokes 
with a ftick of walnut tree: a woman fhall not receive more than 
thirty ftrokes with a fwitch, or bull’s pizzle. Thefe ftrokes thall not 
be applied on the back or thighs, but conftantly on the buttocks, 
the offender being ftretched on a bench for that purpofe.’ 

Confinement, as a punifhment for civil offences, cannot en- 
dure lefs than one day, nor exceed one year. But for people of 
high rank, the offender may be confined in his own houfe. Ie 
may te more or lefs rigorous, according to circumftances ; but 
for thefe, and other particulars, we muft beg leave to refer to 
the Code at large. 

We fhall briefly {pecify one or two cafes, to give fome idea of 
the fpirit of this Civil Code: 

Adultery—* A civil court of juftice fhall never take cognizance of 
this offence, in virtue of the charge and power vefted init; but only 
when the party wronged, man or woman, exprefsly demands an 
enquiry and punifhment. However, they fhall no longer be en- 
titled to a hearing, when they have forgiven the offence, after its 
coming to their knowledge, either exprefsly, or by continuing to live 
as man and wife in the fame houfe. The punifhment for adultery is 
corporal correction or imprifonment for a limited time, rendered 
more rigorous by faftine. ‘he punifhment is at an end the moment 
the party wronged declares a wifh to live again with the offender in 
conjugal union.’ 

Not a word here of divorce, or any where elfe, in this Code, 
that we have perceived. 

« The matter who gives a fervant, on leaving his houfe, a certifi- 
cate of fidelity, while his infidelity is known to him, is guilty of a 
civil offence.—Punifhment—the milder imprifonment for a limited 
time.’ 

No part of this Code, either criminal or civil, meets fo much 
with our approbation as the laft chapter, which treats of offences 
that tend to the corruption of morals. The laws on this head 
which {ubfift at prefent throughout the greateft part of Europe, 
reflect the higheft difgrace upon the human underftanding, and 
call loudly for a repeal. The Emperor has the merit of having 
begun this reform. But even here, we are afraid he may have 
gone farther than the degree of liberal knowledge among his 
people will fully authorife. We fhall only tranfcribe the firft 
paragraph of this chapter, as a fpecimen: 

* He who renounces his reafon fo far as wickedly and rafhly, by 
words, deeds, or actions, to infult the Supreme Beina, in any 
public place, or in the prefence of other perfons, fhall be treated 
like a man out of his fenfes, and fhall be kept in the hofpital deftined 
for madmen, until his amendment fhall be perfe& and affured.’ 

Whatever doubts we may have entertained concerning the 
Criminal Code, we have none at all refpeéting the effects of 
the Civil Code. Were all the revenues of the Empire to be ap- 
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plied, for fome time, folely to the purpofe of building prifons, we 
do not fuppofe it would ferve to erect a fufficient number to ad- 


mit of the various tranfgreflors of the laws to be kept in /eparate 

laces of confinement. And if they are to be mixed together, 
the morals of thofe who through’ inadvertence or heedleflnefs 
have offended, will be quickly contaminated in thefe feminaries 
of villany (for fuch only can a prifon where the culprits are a]- 
lowed to mix together be called), and be returned to the com- 
munity after their punifhment ten times more wicked than be- 
fore. From this confideration alone, we are fatished that the 
mode of punifhment here adopted will be found to be very ill- 
calculated to promote the welfare of the community at large, in 
fuch a manner as to deferve applaufe. 

The language of this tranflation poffefles no fmall fhare of that 
dignified fimplicity which well becomes the fubje&t ; and, making 
allowances for the difficulty which muft have frequently oc- 
curred in rendering technical words of one Janguage into ano- 
ther, without much periphrafis, we fhould be difpofed to think 
it pofleffes a confiderable fhare of merit. But not having had 
an opportunity of comparing it with the original, we cannot 
{peak with precifion as to its fidelity. » ne 





Art. 1V. The Second and Fourth Books of Virgil’s Aineid, tranflated 
into Englifh Verfe. By John Morrifon, of the Grammar School, 
Wolverhampton. 8vo. (in two feparate Pamphlets, at gd. each.) 
1s. 6d. Lowndes. 1787. 


F thefe tranflations are literally [as we are aflured they are] 
the genuine un-amended productions of a young gentleman 
only 12 years of age, we may fafely venture to rank them among the 
fingular {pecimens of early genius. After reading them with at- 
tention, we fcruple not to give it as our opinion, that there are ; 
many old fcholars who would not have performed the tafk fo 
well, This juvenile author may, poffibly, hereafter, be another 
Pope, who /4/p’d in numbers; and may fay with Ovid, 
At mihi jam puero caleftia facra placebant. | 

Notwithftanding the fmalinefs of our critical houfe, which | 
now requires a wing to be added to it, for the proper accommo- 
dation of authors, we muft (by your leave, grave and reverend 
Signicrs) make fome room in it for Maffer Morrijon, who may, 
by and by, claim a place in a more honourable building, the 
Temple of Fame. We thall give the original, of Dido’s fir? /peech 
to ber fifter Anna (in which fhe declares her love for Aineas), in 
the beginning of the 4th Book of the Aineid: together with 
Dryden’s tranflation, and the prefent verfion. By this fpecimen, 
chofen rather for its fhortnefs than its peculiar excellence, the 
Public may judge both of the fidelity, and comparative merit, of 
the performance before us ; 


ere te y= 


*¢ Anna 
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‘¢ Anna foror, quz me fufpenfam infomnia terrent ? 
ais novus hic noftris fucceflit fedibus hofpes ? 
uem fefe ore ferens! quam forti pectore et armis! 

Credo equidem, nec vana fides, genus efle deorum. 
Degeneres animos timor arguit. Heu! quibus ille 
Jactatus fatis! Que bella exhaufta canebat! 

Si mihi non animo fixum 1 Immotumque federet, 

Ne cui me vinclo vellem fociare jugali. 

Poftquam primus amor deceptam morti fefellit ; 

Si non periafum thalami tedeque fuiflet ; 

Huic uni forfan potui fuccumbere culpz. 

Anna, fatebor enim, miferi poit fata Sichzi 
Conjugis, et pfarfos fraterna cxzde penates, 

Solus hic inflexit fenfus, antmumque labantem 
Impwlit: agnofco veteris veltigia fammx, 

Sed mihi vel tellus optem prius ima dehiscat ; 

Vel pater omnipotens adipat me fulmineé ad umbras, 
Pallentes umbras Frebi, noctemque profundam, 
Ante, pudor, quam te violo, aut tua jura refolvo. 
Ile meos, primus qui me fibi junxit, amores 
Abftulit: ille habeat fecum, fervetque fepulchro.”’ 


DRYDEN, 








«© My deareft Anna, what new dreams affright 
“Wry ‘lab’ring foul, what vifions of the night 
Ditturb my quiet, and diftract my breatt, 
With ftrange ideas of our Trojan gueit? 
His worth, his ations, and majettic air. 
A man defcended from the gods’ declare. 
Fear ever argues a degenerate kind, 
His birth is ‘well afféfted by his mind. 
Then what he fuffer’d, when by Fate betray’d, 
What brave attempts for falling Troy he made! 
Such were his looks, fo gracefutly he fpoke, 
That were I not refolv’d againfl the yoke 
Of haplefs marriage never to be curs’d 
With fecond love ; fo fatal was my firft; 
To this one error I might yield again: 
For fince Sichzus was untimely flain, 
This only man is able to fubvert 
‘The fix’d foundations of my ftubborn heart, 
And to confefs my frailty, to my fhame, 
Somewhat 1 find within, if not the fame, 
Too like the {parkles of my former flame. 

«* But firft let yawning earth a pailage rend, 
And let me through the dark abyfs defcend ; 
Firft let avenging  Jov e, with flames from high, 
Drive down this body,to the nether fky, . 
Condemn’d with ghofts in endlefs night to lie, 
Before I break the plighted faith I gave; 
No; he who had my vows, {hall ever have; f 
For whom I lov’d on earth, I worfhip in the grave.” 
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MorRIsON, ° 
¢ © Ann, what dreams difturb thy fifter’s reft? 


What think you of this great and wond’rous guelt ? 

How great a hero does this land behold! 

In port how graceful, and in arms how bold! 

Sure from the gods the ftranger boaits his race ; 

For fear purfues the foul obfcure and bafe. 

Oh! by what Fates opprefs’d! what wars he fung! 

What magic numbers dwelt upon his tongue! 

Fou! murder robb’d me of the nuptial bed, 

And pour’d thick ftorms of forrow on my head ; 

Therefore my mind its purpofe ftill retains, 

Never again to wear the marriage chains ; 

Had Fate lefs forrows on my marriage fent, 

Perhaps my heart to this one fault had bent. 

Sifter, forgive—I feel througnout my frame 

‘Too certain fymptoms of my former flame. 

But hear my vows—firft, may imperial Jove 

Dart on my head his thunders from above, 

And fend me headlong to the fhades of niglit, 

Ere the ftri€t laws of modefty I flight. 

He who pofleis’d me firft holds ftill my love, 

Warm in the grave, as when he liv’d above.’ 

We do not commend this tranflation as altogether free from 

defects and little omiffions ; but we fhould juftly be charged with 
an attempt to crujh a bard juft burfting from the fhell, were we mi- 
nutely to criticife them. We fhall therefore only obferve, that 
we do not approve of Anza being contracted to Ann, and much 
leis of Achilles being contraéted to *Chilies. We mutt remark, 
moreover, that, in the next edition of the 4th Book, a/l-confid’ring 
eye may, if the tranflator pleafes, be changed to all-/urveying ; as 
Mafter Morrifon does not need to be told, that we do not con- 





fider with our eyes. wy J 
Oo % fay, 


Art. V. StriGures on Lieut. Col. Tarleton’s ** Hitory of the Came 
paigns of 17#0 and 1781, in the Southern Provinces of North 
America.”” Wherein military Characters and Corps are vindicated 
from injurious Afperfions, and feveral important Tranfaétions are 
placed in their proper Point of View. By Roderick Mackenzie, 
late Lieutenant in the 71ft Regiment. S8vo. 4s. Boards. Faulder, 
&c. 1787. 


S we did not rank Col. T. with a Cefar ora Frederick, we 
A confined our notice of his Commentaries, if we may fo 
ftyle his publication, within the compafs of a page in our Cata- 
logue*; but Mr. M. has paid him greater attention, having 
employed an o¢tavo of 137 pages in criticifing the Colonel’s 
work ; and a more fevere piece of criticifm we have feldom feen. 


— 
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* See Rev. for July laft, p. 
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Your periodical Reviewers are nothing to this military critic, 
who feems inclined to give no quarter; at leaft it does not ap- 
pear that he has afforded any to Col. Tarleton. 

Lieut. M. we find, by the details here given, was perfonally 
concerned, as well as the gallant officer on whom he animad- 
verts, in fome of the moft confiderable aétions recorded in Col, 
T.’s book, particularly the famous affair at the Cow-pens, in 
which the troops at that time under Col. T.’s command received 
a moft fevere check from the Americans, and in which their ad- 
venturous leader was faid to have loft all the laurels he had 
gained by his former fuccefles ; though neither in this, nor in 
any other engagement, was there even the fmalleft ground for 
calling in queftion his perfonal bravery. His general failing, 
indeed, according to our inadequate apprehenfion, feems to 
have been of a contrary caft—too much ardour and precipitancy, 
the common fault of a young and high-f{pirited commander. 
His defeat at the Cow-pens, however, was confidered by the 
Americans as ** the firft link in a grand chain of caufes, which 
finally drew down ruin, both in North and South Carolina, on 
the Royal intereft * !” 

Of this difaftrous tranfaction our prefent Author has favopred 
the Public with his own account, in oppofition to that of Col. 
T: whom he charges with a grofs mifreprefentation of the 
affair, in a variety of important circumftances. He likewife 
examines the conduct of Mr. T. as the leader of this very confi- 
derable, but unfortunate detachment; and cenfures him for fe- 
veral errors and overfights, in point of generalfhip, which were 
of fatal confequence, on that occafion. 

If we miftake not, our Author’s principal view in publifhing 
this critigue on Col. T.’s Journal, is to vindicate the fame of 
_ Lord Cornwallis, late Commander in Chief of the Britith forces 
in America, from the invidious glances of the Lieutenant Colo- 
nel, who more than infinuates blame, and implied cenfure on 
the military conduct of his Lordfhip,—who is now, and was 
when the Colonel publifhed his hiftory, at a diftance + that 
places him beyond all poffibility of defending himfelf.—This 
wears the appearance of great generofity, on the part of Lieut. 
M. whofe friendly zeal, and able exertion of his abilities, on 
this occafion, will no doubt meet the warm approbation of the 
well-wifhers of Lord C.; and few men, we believe, have a 
greater number, ! 

Our Author hath, indeed, taken the utmoft care, and moft 
effectual means, to invalidate the teftimony of Col. T. in regard 





* Vide Dr. Raimsay’s Hiftory of the Revolution in South Caro- 
lina, Vol. I]. p. 200. Of this valuable work we fhall foon give an 
account in our Review. 

+ Governor-general in the Eaft Indies. 
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to almoft every tranfaction of importance in the campaigns of 
1780 and 1781, by reprefenting his. Hiftory, throughout, as 
highly impeachable for its ¢ partiality and incorrectnefs.” § Some 
facts,’ fays he, * have been withheld, and fome mutilated, while 
others are raifed to a pitch of importance, to which, if hiftori- 
cal juftice had been the Author's object, they are by no means 
entitled. Prejudice and party fpirit are alfo fome of its molt 
prominent features.’ | 4, 

Speaking elfewhere of Col. Tarleton’s qualifications asa milt~ 
tary hiftorian, he reprefents him as deftitute of many eifential re- 
quifites; adding, ‘ To fupply thefe material defects, he appears to 
fubftitute a profeffional experience, fo limited, as (carcely to ex- 
ceed the duration of a butterfly’s exiftence *.’ 

As far as we can pretend to judge, who know no more of 
what pafled in the two campaigns here alluded to, than we have 
learned from the public prints, of both parties, Mr. M. appears 
to be very well qualified for the tafk he hath undertaken, of de- 
fending the military character of Lord C. and of expofing the 
imperfeGtions which, according to his reprefentations, may be 
found in Col. T.’s perfornance. [Ee writes like a man of confi- 
derable reading, adequate experience, and found judgment; in 
addition to which, he may be credited for his perfonal know- 
ledge of the tranfactions which are the fubjects of his invefti- 

ation. 
; Befide the ftri€tures on Col. T.’s Hiftory, Mr. M. has given 
to the Public, not only his own account of the action at Cow- 
pens, but a curious journal of the fiege of Fort Ninety-fix ¢, in 
which a handful of Englifh troops, not above 550 men, fultain- 
ed a month’s fiege, and finally prevailed, againft an army of 
4000 Americans under General Green. He has alfo drawn up 
an excellent eulogium on Colonel Fergufon, who commanded a 
detachment of the Britifh army, and fell, overpowered in an un- 





* Another /roke of this kind may be given, as a farther {pecimen. 
‘ The longer I have continued to examine it (Col. T.’s Hiftory), 
the ftronger is my conviétion, that it is an incorreét and partial jour- 
nal of military events, in which the Author himfelf, direétly or in- 
direétly, has always fome concern. But its claim to being efteemed 
an hiftory of the campaigns of 1780 and 1781, in the fouthern pro- 
vinces of N. America, is more truly ridiculous, than that to an hif- 
tory of the world, if, according to a certain author, he had defined 
the world to be a circle of a given diameter, himfelf the centre ; and 
if, not entirely taken up with the contemplation of his own excel- 
lencies, he had really given an impartial and accurate detail of all 
the = of all the beings who moved, for a certain time, around 

$ orbit.’ 

t So called from its being that number of miles from the Indian 
town of Keowee, in the Cherokee country. 
equal 
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equal confli& with the Americans, in the back-fettlements; 
weftward of the Allegany mountains. Our Author has likewife 
fubjoined a detail of the recapture of New Providence (then 
poflefled by the Spaniards) by the gallant Col. Devaux, a young 
American Loyalift, who planned and executed the expedition at 
his own private expence. Mr. Mackenzie fpeaks of this well-cone 
dudted enterprife, as being * perhaps, without a parallel in the 
modern hiftory of war.’ G. 





Art. VI. The Life of Voltaire ; with Notes illuftrative and explana- 
tory. Tranflated from the French. By G. P, Monke, Lieute- 
nantin the Navy. 8vo. 6s. Boards. Becket. 1787. 


HIS publication is faid to come from the pen of the 

Marquis de Villette*, who married Mademoifelle de Vi- 
ricourt, the adopted daughter of M. de Voltaire, and whom he 
diftinguifhed by the appellation of Belle et bonne. 

That thefe Memoirs were really written by the Marquis de 
Villette, is, however, fomewhat to be queftioned. He may, in- 
deed, have furnifhed materials for the work, but no man, we 
think, could fpeak of himfelf in the following words: * He 
(M. de Voltaire) felt for this young lady (Mademoifelle de Va- 
ricourt), who had been brought up under him, all the tender- 
nefs of a father. As to the Marquis de Villette, it is well known 
that Voltaire loved him: he was a man who, in his opinion, 
excelled others in the charms of chit-chat: he found in his con- 
verfation that refined and ready wit which reminded him of the 
company of La Fare and Chaulieu.’ But, whoever is the author of 
the prefent performance, he is evidently the pupil of Voltaire, 
He has imbibed the do€trines and opinions of his mafter ;—doc- 
trines which he particularly venerates, as will be feen by the 
following extract: 

« Voltaire has indeed formed no fe&, as, in their lives, De/caries, 
Mallebranche, Calvin, Lither, and others did, who in their time 
have enjoyed more tame than they really deferved; but he has 
created a new generation of men, and, what is of ftill greater advan- 
tage, the ideas of this generation will be perpetuated from age to 
age, becaufe they are fupported by ufeful truths, and not by idle 
opinions. 





* « From the repeated and confidential affertions, that the prefent 
work was written by a nobleman, who, from his marriage with a 
part of Voltaire’s family, in whofe welfare he highly intereited him- 
felf, it was natural to expect that the materials were obtained from 
the moft genuine fource, and would nox only be given with all that 
regard for truth, which others, lefs informed, muft have undoubtedly 
deviated from, but in the lively and vivacious manner for which the 
reputed writer has been fo juftly celebrated.’ 

TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE 
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t Delcartes, to whom Europe is ftill more indebted than to New- 
ton, {petit his life in fabricating fyftems, and combating chimeras. 
Voltaire confumed his in eradicating fome great errors which were 
corrupting morality. It is to the knowledge he has diffufed, that in 
in a great meafure is owing the good which is now taking place, 
from the fources of the Oby to the mouth of the Garonne, and 
which will in due time take place from this river to the mouth of the 
Tagus, and of the ancient Boetis—The law of nature, which 
prompts all men to be juft and indulgent, was his fole gofpel. He 
{pent his life in thinking and faying, that the freer men are from 
prejudices, the more focial virtues they poflefs ; and that the more 
men are given to toleration, mildnefs, and affability, the more 
agreeable is the world to live in. From his earlieft infancy he piqued 
himfelf on being a philofopher, for no other reafon than becaufe phi- 

‘lofophy has never failed to benefit mankind, and has always endea- 
voured to hinder them from murdering each other, whereas theology 
has often caufed them to fhed torrents of blood.’ 

The foregoing obfervations will, no doubt, be difpleafing to 
thofe readers whofe religious fentiments are more confined than 
thofe of our Biographer. But let us not too haftily yield up fuch 
aman as the Marquis de Villette to the Unbelievers. Their tri- 
umph would then, perhaps, be more than what they are honeftly 
entitled to.—-We mean not, however, to fay a.word in defence 
of the tenets of the Philofopher of Ferney, with refpeét to ar- 


' ticles of faith, We have faid that the Writer of the work be- 


fore us is the pupil of M. de Voltaire. That the Public may 

determine for themfelves on the matter of our Author’s ortho- 

doxy, we will tranfcribe a few more paflages, including his 

detail of Voltaire’s behaviour in his laft moments; which, as 

it differs materially from any preceding account, will confe- 

—— be the more acceptable to the curious and inquifitive 
eader ; 





‘ Voltaire, though very much indifpofed, received the aftors 
and actreffes who were to reprefent the tragedy of Irene. At one of 
the rehearfals of it, Voltaire breaks a blood-veffel in his breaft. The 
{pitting of blood, which immediately followed, made people appre- 
henfive for his life. Upon the report of this event, the young Abbé 
de Terfac, Curate of St. Sulpice, haftens to catechife the old Philo- 
fopher. He is not admitted to fee him. ‘The next day he calls 
again, and orders had been given to let him in.- | 

‘ Nevertiielefs, the great forwardnefs of the Curate fhewed that 
his exceflive zeal might be troublefome, and it was to be before-hand 
with him, that Voltaire received an Abbé Gautier, who comes and 
offers himfelf to hear his confeflion. ‘This Monfieur Gautier began 
his office by kneeling to the philofopher ; it was a homage that he 
paid to the great man: Voltaire politely raifes him up again, and 
propofes to make a public confeffion, as had been prattifed in the 
early ages of the church. 

‘ The Abbé Gautier refufes to hear this public confeffion, under 
pretence that it would bring him into trouble: he even requires a 
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previous declaration of his fentiments ; and when the Philofopher 
had made that declaration, which was the profeflion of faith of a true 
Roman Catholic, the Abbé Gautier {till wifhed to confer on the mat- 
ter with the Archbifhop. 

‘ The Philofopher confented to this ftep; his declaration was 
found infufficient: the Archbifhop required one to be drawn up by a 
notary, a model of which he gave, and which began thus: J confe/s 
I have malicioufly blafphemed the divinity of Fe/us Chri. On reading 
this preamble, Voltaire {tarts back with horror, and difmiffes the 
Abbé Gautier, faying, That’s enough for to day ; let us have no blobdy 


feene. Thefe words were an allufion to his {pitting of blood. 


‘ Every thing paffed in private between the Philofopher and the 
Abbé Gautier ; yet Voltaire was not forry that the public thought be 
had confefled himfelf. He even replied to thofe who fpoke to him 
on this fubject, Jf I were upon the banks of the Ganges, I muft of courfe 
die with a cow’s tail in my hand. 

* * * * 

‘ He was already at the point of death, when he is told that the 
Count de Lally Tolendal has obtained the repeal of the arret by which 
General Lally, his father, loft his life on the f{caffold. This news 
revives him for a moment from his lethargy, and he anfwers Monf, | 
de Tolendal by a note, of which this is the fubftance: J /ee that the 
King is juft; O! J die contented. ‘This note is the laft he dictated. 

‘ Drowfinefs hung upon him without any intermiffion: he no 
longer {fpoke, and feemed to hear nothing. ‘he Curate of Sr. Sul- 
pice, and the Abbé Gautier, his foppofed confeflor, being both in- 
formed of his dangerous fituation, were admitted to fee him, in the 

refence of his niece, his nephews, and his friends. 

‘ The Curate approaches his bed-fide, and afks him if he believes 
in the divinity of Jefus Chrift? The Philofopher did not hear him, 
or if he did hear him, did not deign to make any reply. The Cu- 
rate takes advantage of this filence to juftify himfelf to his relations 
and friends then prefent, for afking fuch a queftion: ‘* As,’’ fays he, 
“« the divinity of Jefus Chrift is violently attacked in thofe works 
which are attributed to him, I think it my daty to fatisfy myfelf on 
this point of belief.” 

‘ They then tell him that the Curate is come: the dying man 
holds out his hand to him, takes hold of the Curate’s, and half raifes 
himfelf up to embrace him. Did not this gefture, this attitude, this 
carefs, and every thing elfe, feem to fay, ‘* Don’t teaze me, Sir, 
but let me die in peace?’ But the Curate afks him again, and ina 
ftammering voice, ‘‘ Sir, do you acknowledge the divinity of Jefus 
Chrift?””? Upon this the expiring Philofopher, opening his hand, 
and ftretching out his arms, as if to pufh away the Paftor, exclaims 
in a ftrong and Joud voice: Jn the name of Gov, Sir, do not mention 
that man’s name to me. Thefe were Voltaire’s lait words: I had them 
from the very perfons who were prefent: they evidently contain the 
profeffion of faith of a downright Deift, who confines his belief to 
one God alone. 

‘ The Curate of St. Sulpice, undoubtedly terrified at the Philofo- 
pher’s anfwer, withdraws, and goes to inform the clerey of his dif- 
trict that Voltaire is dyirg as he had lived; that he will not bury 

him ; 
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him; and that if he is compelled to do it by fuperior authority, he 
will have him dug up in the night. This {peech is very improbable, 
but it is very true. I mutt alfo fay, that moft of the clergy of Pa- 
ris blamed the Curate, who had as little experience as a young prieft, 
and as much zeal as a pupil of a fan€tuary. The Curate of St. Roch, 
a wife and virtuous man, who is grown grey in the holy office, and 
has been an honour to it in all the ftages of a long life, faid, in 
{peaking of Voltaire’s death, that they /hould not have infifted upon his 
confeffion, but foould have invented one for him, for the credit of the 
clergy. This {peech, which only feems to be humorous, comprehends 
a great fund of reafon, if it be confidered that the curates of Paris, 
without the fmalleft {cruple, daily inter men eaten up with vices, 
who have never poffeffed any one of Voltaire’s virtues, and who have 
only been known in the world by the noife, either of their depreda- 
tions on the public, or of their debaucheries *, 

‘ The men of letters wifhed that, upon the refufal of the Curate 
of St. Sulpice, they had buried Voltaire in a cellar ; or that, accord- 
ing to the rites of the ancients, they had burnt him, and preferved 
his afhes, This would be a fure means, faid they, of teaching the 
Bifhops, that it is of little moment to a philofopher after his death, 
whether he rots in a hole in a church, or in a ditch dug in an open 
field. In faét, were the men of letters to introduce the cuftom of re- 
guiring by their will, to be neither buried in a church nor in a 
church-yard, the clergy would be little tempted to make thefe re- 
fufals, which now-a-days feem to be a matter of indifference, bur 
which not long fince were attended with a degree of infamy. No- 
thing corrects men fo much of their folly, as fhewing them you can 
do without them.’ 

After fome very fatirical refle€tions on the conduét of religious 
zealots, touching the matter of opinion, our Author difmifles his 
fubje& with the following ftroke of wit: 

‘ I, who am only a lay member of the church, upon this and any 
fubject relative to falvation, can form no opinion but from what 1 am 
taught by their Lordfhips the Bifhops, who are to inftruct us in reli- 
gious matters. I fay then, when they affure me that Voltaire fpent 
his life in laughing at them, and at all religion, I am in duty bound 
to believe them.’ 

The hiftory of M. de V. has been given to the Public by 
fo many writers, that the repetitions neceffarily occurring in it 
are now become particularly tirefome. The Tranflator has 
therefore apologized for the prefent publication, on the fuppofi- 
tion of its being the actual production of the before-mentioned 
Marquis de Villette, who, it was reafonable enough to imagine, 
might be in pofleffion of fome particular anecdotes refpecting the 
fofter father of his wife. Such part of thefe M-moirs, however, 
as relates to the literary tranfaétions of our Philofopher, exhibits 








* After fome little controverfy between the men of letters and 


the clergy, Voitaire’s body was depofited in the cemetery of the mo- 
Naitery of Sellieres. 


K 2 nothing 














< RNO smate Sm ge 





I24 The Pharos. 


nothing new; but fome acts of beneficence and generofity are 
recorded in them which are far from being generally known, and 
for the account of which—not having room for further ex- 
tracts—we muft refer our Readers to the work. 

In this performance, the merits of M. de Voltaire as a writer 
are, in particular inftances, appreciated with ability ; but when 
the Author compares Candide with Don Quixote, and even gives 
the preference to the former, the opinion 1s much too abfurd to 
merit a ferious confutation—it can only provoke a fmile. On 
the whole, however, this Life of the celebrated Philofopher of 
Ferney has afforded us pleafure in the perufal ; and as it is evi- 
dently compiled from authentic papers, we. may venture to re- 
commend it to the notice of the Public. 


— 


° @ 





Arr. VII. Fhe Pharos; a Colle&tion of periodical Effays. 12mo. 
2 Vols. 5s. fewed. Hookham. 1787. 


UR periodical eflay-writers are aftonifhingly numerous, 
So very—very confiderable indeed is their number, and fo 
fuccefsful have been their efforts to entertain us, that fcarcely a 
fubjeét or topic of any kind appears to be left untouched by them. 
Such, however, is the diverfity of opinion, and fuch the ** ex. 
cellent foppery of the times,” that he who refolves to 
‘¢ Eye Nature’s walk, fhoot folly as it flies, 
And catch the manners living as they rife,” 
has ftill abundant matter for difquifition and remark. 

The manners and characters of men are of twodiftinét and fe- 
parate kinds, general and particular. The firft have their founda- 
tion in nature, the fecond take their rife in education. ‘The 
effayift who fhall delineate the former only, has certainly little 
chance of diftinguifhing himfelf from thofe who have gone be- 
fore. He, however, who examines mankind with attention, 
who obferves with a penetrating eye their feveral peculiarities 
and caprices—thofe particular and fingular humours, in fhort, 
which, as they are not originally woven into the wed of life, fo 
are they perhaps the more difficult to trace, and defcribe with 
diftin&tnefs—to fuch an one we would fay, There is ftill an 
open and an ampie field in which to range at pleafure ; and from 
whofe produce, with the aid of judgment and ability, he may 
derive confiderable and lafting advantages. 

The Writer of the Effays before us has deviated largely from the 
path of her* predeceflors. She thinks, however, that in making the 
prefent attempt, fhe has many prejudices and partialities to com- 
bat. * By fome,” fays the fair Writer, * I fhall be cenfured for pre- 
fumption, by others, perhaps, for vanity.” We fee not any occa- 


—— 





* We underftand that the Public are obliged to a female pen for 
this work. 
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fion for alarm ; we fee no occafion for apology. A fpirit of emula- 
tion has evidently prompted her on to the work ; a fpirit which, 
though it fometimes tends to mifchiefs, leads on far more fre- 
quently to great and honourable enterprifes :—a {pirit, indeed, 
which, in the charge we have taken on us, we are often, for 
obvious reafons, obliged to Jay; but which we certainly with 
not perpetually to c:mfine;—on the contrary, we hope it will 
Jong continue to make its occafional appearance, amid , 


«* The fmoke and ftir of this dim fpot, 
Which men call earth ;”’ 


and thus to procure to mortals, while fhut up in this ‘* pinfold 
bere,” thofe intellectual bleffings and enjoyments by which they 
may properly be faid to /ive. 

As the title which diftinguifhes this colle€tion of papers is a 
fingular one, and may not be generally underftood, we will pre- 
fent our Readers with the Authorefs’s hiftory or de(cription of a 
Pharos, together with an account of the plan laid down for the 


execution of this work. 

« A Pharos, every one knows, is nothing more nor lefs than a 
light-houfe, whofe benefits are chiefly calculated for the fervice of 
the failor: its flame is intended to warn him from the fhoal and 
the rock ; and thus, by his fuperadded knowledge, it proves a guide 
to fafe anchorage, or contributes to the fafety of his voyage. In life, 
a friendly monitor of this kind is no lefs ufeful: few who compare 
the world to a fea feign it a pacific ocean; it is by its beft friends ac- 
knowledged, not only expofed to the ftorms, but likewife to every 
danger of the deep ; whirlpools, quickfands, promontories, and fhal- 
lows, perpetually oppofe the voyager’s way, and miferable indeed is 
he, if deprived of light and warning. 

‘ In one particular, 1 confefs, my work refembles not a Pharos, 
It is not placed in a confpicuous fituation, confequently the orbit of 
its rays will be much confined. But let this be no difcouragement ; 
it pretends to illuminate no boundlefs ocean, but its light may be 
feen timely enough to avoid every danger it intimates. It will in- 
ftruct all who, in a fteady endeavour after fafety, appeal to its power ; 
for however partially it may direct its flame, or however dimly 
it may burn, ftill thall be vifible to the mariner this important moni- 
tion, that he can no longer hope for fecurity than while he fails 
by the chart of Scripture, and the compafs of Reafon, towards that 
new undifcovered country, where all his labours fhall end, anda 
final remuneration awaits him. 

* But as in one particular I own my Pharos deficient, fo in another 
I hope it will excel its archetype ; its light fhall be to none terrific. 
I cannot promife it will ever blaze into admirable brightnefs, nor 
that I can always preferve more than a lambent flame ; but a friend 
of mine, a very ingenious artift, has promifed occafionally to amufe 
the beholders with a few corrufcations, which, if well-timed and ap- 
plied, may obliterate er obtain toleration for any natural defeéts in 
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‘ The method by which I fhall endeavour to ferve thofe who refort 
to my light for counfel, will not be always the fame. In fome cafes 
it may be moft ufeful to render the dangerous body luminous ; in 
others, I may do more good by direéting a few rays to the fhip- 
wrecked veflel or mariner. To him or his veffel will always be found 
attached a fcroll, containing the hiftory of his fate, the attentive per- 
ufal of which is all the impoft I exact. Sometimes I fhall warn by 


pointing out the errors of other voyagers, who ftill vainly beat the. 


waves, and fometimes fhall endeavour to make manifeft to thofe I 
guide, that no nautical fkill, nor the beft-applied exertion, can aid 
them if they fteer towards an inhibited port. 

¢ Having now informed my Readers of the engine I mean to ufe, 
it is fit that I make them acquainted in fome meafure with the tem- 
per, difpofition, and views that fhall regulate and direct its powers. 

‘ Can I hope thofe who encourage me by their attention will be- 
lieve, that however confpicuous I may render vice and folly, I indulge 
no malignant fpirit! I may, perhaps, be lefs lenient to that fafhion 
which ftamps new charaéters, and blends contrary properties, than 
the world in general are; for I-affert the privilege of thinking for 
myfelf. I cannot condemn or approve with apathy, bur I never yet 
dipped my pen in gall; nor would I point out to obfervation the 
frailties of my fellow-creatures, were I not convinced that morality is 
injured by the forbearance. 

‘ That noone may complain of being unfairly furprifed in their 
follies, I here give this preliminary notice, that the flame of my 
Pharos poflefles an uncommon property. Nothing js a fecurity from 
its rays; it can penetrate into the moft obfcure places; no build- 
ing, no tiling, roof, or cieling, of any kind, is a defence againf 
it. Should a lady or gentleman meet or pay a vifit to any acquaint- 
ancé or friend, | advife al] of the party to be cautious in their be- 
haviour ; for a few of my ignited particles may be blended with the 
folar beams, and I may by that means know all that paffes. Ata 
card-table, I warn all the players to obferve ftriftly, not only all the 
Jaws of honelty, but of decorum, for their wax-candles probably 
burn by my aid. Thus I frequently partake of a partie guarrée, 
a téte 2 téte at piquet, or a game at mirth-infpiring loo; and as I am 
poffefied of a wonderful degree of fagacity, whetted by the neceffity 
of providing, twice in a week, a mental repaft for my readers, [ 
can in a moment difcover the paflions by which thofe I obferve 
are agitated or “governed. Every church window admits this per- 
forating light, and refleéts the objects to me: ladies are therefore 
requelted, if they would avoid my cenfure, to vifit that place /ans 
or i : their eyes muit be reftrai ed, and their countenances com- 
poled; they muft not talk of laft night’s opera, or next Thurfday’s 
concert, nor make future engagements ; they muft join decently and 
devoutly in the worfhip they affift at, and leave all folicitude about 
theirdrefs and admirers at home or in their carriages. Thole few gen- 
tlemen who attend divine fervice muit poftpone ogling the beauties 
till they mect them in a more fit place: their boots and riding-canes 
I would advife them not to affume till their return home ; fince, 
in my Opinion, a previous preparation for pleafure is not the beft 
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amployment.of the fhort fpace between rifing and church-time ; and 
befides, this extreme readinefs argues fome little impatience of the 
duty they come to perform. : 

© When I fay I can direct the fame of my Pharos to any object, I 
would not have it underftood that I ufe this power in its full ex- 
tent; there are many rocks within the fcope of its limitation, which 
it never fhall beftow its beams on; there are many haunts and ha- 
bitations into which it never fhall penetrate. It fhall never controul 
the efforts of thofe fyrens who would allure their fellow-voyagers to 
ruin, in the fafhionable gulph of infidelity, any otherwife than by 
fhewing the comforts of fettled faith : the blafphemous Socinian, the 
feud-fomenting Arian, and the fuperftitious Manichean, may enjoy 
their heretical opinions. To all their endeavours I oppofe the confo- 
Jatory promife of an all-powerful Divinity, that the gates of hell fhall 
not prevail againft his religion, ) 

‘ With polities I fhall never intermeddle. I have but one opinion 
refpecting them, and that inclines me equally to all parties. The 
difintereited exertions of real patriots fhall ever have my beft wifhes, 
but my paper fhall not be the inftrument either of promoting tyranny 
or inciting faction. 

‘ The haunts and habitations which I fhall leave in their natural 
opacity, are fuch as have before admitted the prefence of fin in her 
original unmitigated ftate ; for though many of the foibles I develope 
may be the produce of her cultivations, yet not having her deep-ftained 
hue, they rank in a lefs odious clafs, and are too frequently found in 
minds that would abhor pofitive wickednefs. Guilt is, I fear, proof 
againft any expofure I could make of it; and, from ufing its Me- 
dufa’s head as a means to raife horror and deteftation, I am deterred, 
from a doubt of the fuccefs of this practice. It is with me a very 
ftrong objection to fome of our molt celebrated periodical papers, 
that in order to warn the inexperienced from vice, its features and 
actions are fo pourtrayed and defcribed, as to communicate informa- 
tion that can never be ufeful in the degree it is pernicious. Igno- 
rance is a much fafer bulwark againft vice, than any initiation, how- 
ever well defigned or guarded. Let us aim at ftrengthening and 
{upporting infant virtue, and fhe will foon introduce an abhorrence 
of herenemy. Our pupils will then be virtuous, not out of fear of 
the punifhments they are to apprehend from the feducer, but on the 
noble principles of love and fteady attachment to her under whofe 
aufpices they hope for happinefs. 

‘ My fair friends may therefore read, without apprehenfion that 
the next paragraph may call a blufh to their cheeks ;—they may read 
without fearing that the enfuing ftory will explore the receffes of vice 
and libertinifm ; or that under a fpecious appearance they are im- 
bibing poifon.’ 

Thefe Effays are intitled to much commendation. They pre- 
fent us with excellent leffons in virtue and morality, joined to 
the moft lively and ingenious remarks, We have not room for 
further extraéts, and muft therefore conclude our account of this 
entertaining publication, with obferving, that as the fubjects dif- 
cufled in it are for the moft part fuch as may well be faid to 
““come home to men’s bufinefs and bofoms,” fo are we of opinion 


that the book may be perufed with pleafure and profit by all. 
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Art. VIL. Philfophical TranfaAions of the Royal Society, Part If 
of Vol. LXXVU. for 1787, continued. See Rev. for laft Month. 


PHYSIOLOGICAL PAPERS. 
An Experiment to determine the Effect of extirpating one Ovarium 
upon the Number of Young produced. By John Hunter, F.R.S, 


R. Hunter fuppofed that an animal having one ova- 
rium extirpated, would, in confequence of fuch opera. 
tion, produce only half the number of young it would other, 
ways have produced. In order to afcertain this point, he chofe 
two female pigs, and one male, of the fame colour and fize, and 
from the fame farrow. He removed one ovarium from one of 
the females, the other he fuffered to remain perfect. They 
both farrowed together, twice a year, for four years; when 
the imperfect one ceafed breeding, but the perfect one continued 
two years longer, and brought forth in that time five farrows, 
making in all thirteen farrows, and producing 162 pigs: the 
imperfect one had only eight farrows and 76 pigs. ‘The dates 
and number in each farrow are given with great precifion; and 
the Author concludes, that the extirpation of an ovarium caules 
the animal to produce only half the number of young. 

The conclufion is juft, with refpect to this particular cafe, but 
it cannot be deemed fufficient to eftablifh a general propofition. 
Might there not, poffibly, have been the fame difference between 
two perfet fows? Perhaps, fifty experiments would be requifite 
to determine the fact: at Jeaft a doubt mult remain, until it be 
confirmed by more than one fpecial cafe. 


MEDICAL. 
A remarkable Cafe of numerous Births, with Obfervations. By 
: Maxwell Garthfhore, M.D. F.R.S. 

This is the hiftory of a cafe of five children at a birth. It is 
curious, and well related. The fymptoms, during the whole 
courfe of the pregnancy, have been accurately attended to, and 
the circumftances of the delivery are particularly noticed. The 
hiftory, however, is not the moft material part of this paper : the 
ingenious obfervations on the cafe, form a valuable addition, 
which, together with the parallel cafes adduced, greatly en- 
riches the article, 


NATURAL History, Botany, &e. 
Objfervations tending to fhew that the Wolf, Jackall, and Dog, are 
all of the fame Species. By John Hunter, F.R.S. 

This paper contains accounts of experiments made in order to 
afcertain whether the offspring of a wolf and dog, and a jackall 
and dog, be capable of producing a progeny ; this capacity be- 
ing, in Mr. Hunter’s opinion, a charaéteriftic mark that the 
animals, in which it obtains, are of the fame {pecies. 

The firft inftance which the author gives, is the offspring of a 


Pomeranian bitch and a he wolf; the fecond is that of a female 
2 jackall 
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jackall and a fpaniel. The firft cafe feems doubtful ; the wolf 
and bitch were the property of Mr. Brookes ; but he could not 
be certain that no dog had commerce with the bitch. One of 
the female puppies of this litter had whelps only once, and thefe 
bred again frequently, ’ 

The fecond cafe is taken from the authority of Captain 
Mears, who brought a female jackall from the Eatt Indies 3 on 
his arrival in England the jackall enticed the fpaniel into the 
boat, and the animal produced fix young, one female of which 
brought forth five. 

From thefe circumftances Mr. Hunter concludes, that the 
wolf, jackall, and dog, are of the fame fpecies ; and his labours 
in the inveftigating and afcertaining the fact were recompenfed 
by prefenting him with the Copley medal. 

Obfervations on the Structure an Occonomy of Whales. By the 
ame. 

No fubje&t in natural hiftory is fo little inveftigated as the 
geconomy of aquatic animals. Their ftructure is eafily examine 
ed, becaufe the parts of the dead animal can be brought under 
the eye of the naturalift and anatomift ; but their a@conomy can 
only be afcertained by a careful attention of living animals, 
—and the difficulty of obferving fuch as inhabit deep waters is 
a great obftacle to the enquiry. | 

The animals which Mr. Hunter has defcribed in this paper 
are the Delphinus Phocena, or Porpoife, two Grampi, the Del- 
phinus Delpbis, or Bottle-nofe whale, the Balena raffrata of Fa- 
bricius, the Balena my/liceta, or whalebone whale, the Phy/eter 
macrocephalus, or {permaceti whale, and the Monodon Monaceros, 
or narwhale. ‘To follow the Author through the whole of thefe 
anatomical obfervations would, we fear, be tedious to our 
Readers. The defcriptions appear fometimes obfcure; and, 
though accompanied with plates, they are, neverthelefs, diffi- 
cult to comprehend. Moft of them, however, are fufficiently 
intelligible. In fome inftances Mr. Hunter has, in our opinion, 
been too brief, and in others too minutely tedious. In defcribing 
the general ftructure of the heart, for example, he is quite filent 
as to the foramen ovale, which, moft probably, remains open, fo 
that the circulation may be carried on independent of the lungs 
and the breathing ; on the contrary, he is prolix in defcribing 
the extreme ramifications of the arteries. His defcription of the 
whalebone forms a curious part of the paper; it is minute, and 
illuftrated with a neat, and, we believe, an accurate engraving. 
In a word, Mr. Hunter has, by this communication, greatly 
elucidated an obfcure part of natural hiftory, and given much 
information concerning an order of animals which few natu- 
ralifts, it fhould feem, have had opportunities of inveftigat~ 
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Betanical Defiription of the Benjamin Tree of Sumatra. By Jo~ 
nas Dryander, M. A. &c. 

Botanifts cannot render a more material fervice to the healing 
art, than in determining and defcribing the plants which afford 
valuable and efficacious medicines. All the writers on the mate- 
ria medica have miftaken the tree whence the Benzoin is extrat- 
ed; and, what is extraordinary, although the drug comes from 
the Eaft Indies, moft modern authors have thought it to be col- 
Je&ted from a fpecies of laurel, a native of Virginia. Linné 
firft detected the error; but he fubftituted another in iis place ; 
the Terminalia Benzoin was miftaken, by that great man, for 
the Benjamin tree, probably through the fimilarity of its French 
name, Bienjoint, to the officinal, Benzoin. | 

Mr. Dryander reétifies the miftake, and gives a de(cription of 
the Benjamin tree, which is evidently a fpecies of the Linnear 
Styrax. 

Pacts. a new Genus of Plants, deferibed. By Olof Swartz, M.D. 

The plant here defcribed is a native of China. It has been 
long fince introduced into England, and cultivated in Kew gar- 
den. The defcription admits not of abridgment. 

[The PHiLosoPHicaL Papers in our next. ] v4 mm 
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Art. IX. 4 Narrative of the oficial Coudua of Valentine Morris, Ef. 
late Captain-General, Governor in Chief, &c. &c. of the Ifland 
of St. Vincent’s and its Dependencies. Written by himfelf. 8vo. 
os. Boards. Hooper, &c. 1787. 


ROM the time of its being ceded to Great Britain, in 1763, 
till 1776, St. Vincent had been an appendage to the Ifland 
ot Grenada, and the Lieutenant-Governcr was under the com 
mand of the Governor of Grenada. In t772 Mr. Morris was 
appointed Lieutenant-Governor of St. Vincent. His condué 
in the difcharge of that office having been approved by his Ma- 
jefty, the ifland was made a fepsrate government, and Mr. 
Morris received a commiffion, dated March 11, 1776, appoint 
ing bim Captain-General, Commander in Chief, &c. of the 
iffand of St. Vincent’s and its dependencies. 
During the time of his being Lieutenant-Governor, he had 
frequently acquainted the Governor of Grenada, of the very dee 
fencelefs ftate of his itland. There appears to have been a fhame- 
ful and dangerous deficiency of every article of ammunition; 
many batteries and forts were without guns; there were not fix 
gun-carriages in the ifland fudficient to bear the weight of a gun, 
much Jefs to permit it to be fired ; and all the powder and balls, 
if collected together, not {ufficient for a fupply of two hours, in 
cafe of neceflity. The recruits that had from time to time beea 
fent to the ifland were unarmed, fo that in pofts confifting of 
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20 or 30 men, only three firelocks were to be found fit for fer- 
vice ; and the recruits were the refufe of the gaols and ftreets of 
London, moft of them fuperannuated, or difabled from bearing 
arms, having been difcharged from other regiments for fuch 
difabilities. The fortifications, and other buildings belonging to 
overnment, were almoft in a ftate of ruin, and Mr. Morris had 
orders, from home, to put the ifland into a ftate of defence, 
The neceflary expences incurred in repairing the old and eredt- 
ing new buildings have not yet been paid. Mr. Morris fent 
his bills to the treafury, and although they were allowed, yet 
they remain ftill unpaid; and he has been obliged to fell his 
eftates to fatisfy the demands of the creditors of government. 
¥F ie faéts depend not on Mr. Morris’s bare affertions ; they 
aré confirmed by the original letters which pafled between him 
and the Secretaries of State and Lords of the Treafury; they 
evidently fhew the propriety of the Governor’s condu@, and the 
ill treatment which he has received, 

There is no reading this narrative without indignation. I 
will make a prudent man extremely cautious how he accepts of 
employments, which may be fraught with fuch ruinous con- 
fequences to his own interett. 

As a writer, Mr. Morris thus fpeaks of himfelf : 

‘ I make no pretenfions to thofe brilliant talents and abilities 
which fometimes elevate their poffeffors to the higheft pinnacles of 
political life ; but 1 will juftify the appointment of my Sovereign, by 
not only boldly afferting, but, I hope, clearly proving, that I was 
equal to the fervice in which he was gracioufly pleafed to employ 
me; and that iny local knowledge of the feat of my duty, the refule 
of private circumitances, and an inquifitive mind, was known and 
verified. But although I freely acknowledge a fuperiority of talents 
in other men— in zealous fidelity, perfevering indultry, vigilant at- 
tention,'anxious difintereftednefs, and, which is fo painful, but often- 
times fo effential to the conduét of public affairs, fubmiffive patience, 
} will own no fuperior. I ferved my country with the moft ardent 
zeal; and had I been in the leait fupported, nay, had I not been 
moft fhamefully neglected, I fhould have ferved it with the beft ef- 
feéts. Without any vanity which the candid interpreters of human 
actions would not approve, I am bold to declare, that had I watche 
ed my own intereits with a fhadow of the enthufiafm that I manifeft- 
ed for thofe of my country, I fhould now have been elevated by pro- 
fperity to the pride of defiance, inftead of being debafed by adverfity 
to the humility of juftification.’ 

Weare not to confider this work merely as the melancholy 
ftory of a fuffering individual; but as a collection of hiftorical 
materials, well worthy of the public attention: * as a detail of 
the caufes,’ fays our Author,‘ which loft to my country a very 
valuable poffeffion ;’ but by which lofs, it feems, no particular 
perfon was fo great a fufferer, in any proportion, as the unfor- 
tunate 
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_tunate Governor ; whofe conduét appears to have merited a bet. 


ter fate, and a more worthy recompence. 

Amidft the many calamitous circumftances attending Mr. 
M.’s unfortunate government, thoufands of our readers will, no 
doubt, join us in lamenting, with him, the alienation of his 
delightful and very valuable eltate of Piercefield, fo often cele- 
brated in our Review, and by every traveller of ta/fe who has 
taken Chepftow in his tour. Hear how pathetically he deplores 
this part of his great lofs. 

« I muft add another mortifying item to this painful catalogue. 
My valuable, beautiful, and well known eftate of Piercefield, in 
Monmouthfhire, defcending to me from my father, the child of my 
fancy, and fer many years the fubject of my creative attention, was 
alfo to be forced from me. This eftate, fituated in a county and 
neighbourhood, which the moft diffdent modefty will allow me to 
fay, I had, in my private capacity as a country gentleman, affiduoufly 
ferved, and confiderably benefited ;—this place, where I had for 
many years lived in profperity, refpect, and credit, and where, after 
a right difcharge of the duties of public life, I had fondly hoped to 
have paffed in tranquillity the years that might remain, and have 
breathed my laft;—this place was at length forced to fale for 
26,1001. for which, at former periods, the different fums of 46,0001. 
47,0001. 48,000]. and once of 52,0001. had been offered. An event 
which would have been effectually prevented, had I received only aa 
inconfiderable part of what was then, and {till is, due to me from 
government.’ . : 

He concludes, with equal pathos, in the following very af- 
fecting terms : 

‘ My Sovereign and my country are welcome to the faithful fer- 
vices I have, in fulfilling the duties of my public ftation, performed ; 
yet may the injuitice I have received, and the fatal confequences of 
st from the unfeeling, infenfible ftate of all political, public charac- 
ter, with the official formal delays arifing from temporary necefiities, 
end with me. I have known profperity, with the honours and com- 
forts of it; I have fuffered adverfity, with its fad train of negleéts and 
mortifications; I have, however, with becoming fortitude, learned 
the leffon of refignation, and fhall, while I live, endeavour to prac- 
tife the duties of it. May furviving friendthip fympathize in my 
misfortunes! May the truths I now publifh refcue my charaMer from 
undeferved obloguy! May my country refpect that conduct ever dic- 
tated by the molt earneft wifh to ferve it! And may my fufterings, 
and the caufe of them, ferve as beacons to warn others from letting 
the warmth of their public zeal overheat their judgment, and make 
them infenfible to the cooler dictates of private prudence ! May they 
thus efcape that fatal wreck, not barely of their fortunes, but alfo of 
their hope, health, charader, and happinefs, I have unhappily in- 
curred. ! 

Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum? — me 
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Art. X. Sermons, by Charles Symmons, B.D. of Clare Hall, 
Cambridge. 8vo. 55. Boards. Williams. 1787, 
UR language being enriched with fo many excellent dif- 
courfes on every moral and religious topic, fenfible men 
have given it as their opinion, that our clergy may now be re~ 
leafed from the Jabour of compofition, and allowed to deal forth 
inftruction to-their parifhioners from the public ftock. But we 
could never accede to this opinion, becaufe, in the firft place, it 
by no means appears that pulpit eloquence has reached fuch a 
ftate of perfection as the exertions of genius can no further im- 
prove, and becaufe, in the next, it is a fentiment which tends 
to encourage idlenefs, and to juftify ignorance in a body of 
men, who, on every account, ought to be learned and active. A 
clergyman fhould be as much diftinguifhed from the laity, by 
the learning peculiar to his profeffion, as by his /able parapher- 
nalia, and fhould defpife the idea of fhining in borrowed plumes. 
Appointed to teach the great truths of religion, it is his duty 
maturely to weigh them in his own mind, that he may literally 
bring forth out of his own treafures. And many would be the 
happy confequences were this generally practifed. Perhaps the 
difipated and irregular lives of fome of our young clergy may ia 
part be accounted for, from their having paid no regard to the 
compofition of their fermons. Strangers to ftudy, their thoughts, 
like thofe of the multitude, are never carried above the /moke and 
fiir of this dim foot *, nor do thofe religious confiderations prefent 
themfelves to their minds, which powerfully tend to countera% 
vicious propenfities, and to animate us in tbe purfuit of virtue. 
Minifters may often find better fermons than they can make, but 
thofe which are the refult of their own ferious meditations they 
will deliver with much more fpirit and effe&; and what in our 
opinion is of infinite confequence, they will make a much deeper 
impreffion on their own minds, and contribute to render then 
alfo inftruGtors by example.—For thefe reafons we with to fee ¢ 
Lermon-making clergy. 

But while we would encourage them in theological compofi- 
tion, we could wifh to reftrain that rage for printing fermons 
which at prefent prevails. Every preacher who has acquired a 
little popularity, within, perhaps, a narrow circle, is folicited by 
his friends to prefent his works to the Public; and the fuccefs 
which has attended a few modern publications in this line, often 
gives effect to thefe folicitations. Hence, volume after volume has 
been poured forth from the prefs, in fuch rapid fucceffion, that 
fermons now appear in our bookfellers fhops, 

‘* Thick as autumnal, leaves that ftrew the brooks 
** In Vallombrofa’”? —~ 
This abundance, added to the peculiar elegance with which the 








* Vid, page 125; where this allufion occurred to anather Reviewer. 
motk 














134 Symmons’s Sermons. 


moft ferious fubjefts are now treated, makes it difficult for a 
fermon-writer to engage the attention of the Public. Unlefs, 
therefore, his work has fome ftriking excellence, he will acquire 
but little notice, reputation, or profit. The Sermons of Mr, 
Symmons will not probably be loft, and lie unnoticed amid the 
crowd, They are evidently the production of an elegant and 
improved mind; and though we have not been able to difcover 
in them that novelty of frrudiure, which fome friends of the Au. 
thor apprehended they poflefled, we have read them with plea- 
{ure, and muft give them our praife. 

They are introduced by a fenfible preface (dafhed with a little 
affected modefty, which we wifhed we could have blotted out), 
in which Mr. S. gives us a few fentiments on the compofition of 
a fermon, having been obliged, he tells us, to relinquith his ori- 

inal intention of opening his work with a profefled and regular 
Effay on the fubject. Some of his remarks accord with our 
ideas, but others we cannot allow to be juft. We muft hear- 
tily join with him in condemning the modern practice of fubfti- 
tuting, in the room of /ermens, ftimfy moral effays, of which the 
text is the only thing that evinces their having any conneétion 
with the facred writings; a mode of preaching which does not 
tend to explain the Scriptures, and which plays round the head, 
but comes not near the heart. No minitter, who fincerely wifhes to 
do good, will adopt it. A fermon fhould contain an explanation 
of the text, nor can we fee any objection (notwithftanding what 
Mr. S. advances) to a regular and offenfible divifion of it. We 
would by no means recommend the practice of our old divines 
of fplitting and ramifying a fubje& into numerous divifions and 
fub-divifions ; but ftill we would be advocates for the Jucidus 
ordo, for an obvions method. Artfully to conceal the plan of a 
difcourfe may ferve to perplex, but can be of noreal utility. On 
the other hand, a few judicious divifions tend to give the auditor 
a clear infight into the fubject propofed for difcuffion ; they con- 
ftitute agreeable paufes, and ferve to roufe the drooping atten- 
tion. Convinced of this, we cannot but lament when writers 
and preachers of any eminence, who may be fuppofed to influ- 
ence the public tafte, endeavour to render the ufe of them un- 
fafhionable. ‘The remark which Mr. Symmons offers in favour 
of a concealed method may found pretty, but is, in truth, nothing 
to the purpofe—* the fence’ (he fays) ‘ which is concealed is ef- 
feétual for the feparating of the grounds, whilft it neither breaks by 
its interruption nor offends by its formality.’ ‘This is an obferva- 
tion worthy the nouce of a man who is laying out a ferme ornée, 
but not of one who is making a /fermon; for here the fence that 
is not obfervable, is no fence at all. 

But though our Author would diffuade from the ufe of ofen- 


Sible divifions, he forcibly recommends regularity of arrangement. 
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To this, he has himfelf paid particular attentton in the Ser- 
mons now before us, * in which the reader will fometimes meet 
with bold and vehement figures, and generally with a warm and 
coloured ftyle.’ Some of them were preached at Cambridge, but 
the greater number at Tichfield Chapel, in the parifh of Mary- 
bone, and are on the following fubjects : 

Serm. I. is on the Civil, Moral, and Religious Advantages de- 
rived from Chriflianity, from If, ix. 2. Among the civil ad- 
vantages derived from Chriftianity, the Author reckons the abo- 
lition of flavery, We heartily with that the Negroe-trade (that 
opprobrium of the Chriftian world) did not militate againft his 
aflertion. Serm. IL. is on Death, from Heb. ix. 27. Here 
fpeaking of the pang which fome apprehend is.to releafe the foul 
from the body, he makes the following remarks : 

‘ The apprehenfion is not only unwarranted, bat contradicted by 
reafon. When death is not hurried on by accident or excefs, it is 
merely the repofe of wearied nature,—the termination of decay. Its 
near approach is ufually covered with infenfibility, and of the man 
who comes to his grave in a full age, /ike as a fhock of corn cometh ix 
bis feafon, it may with propriety be faid, that se fell afleep. Even 
where the confummation is haftened before infirmity gives tne fignal 
to depart, we may reafonably fufpect that the ftruggles, which are 
fo alarming to the beholder, are very little felt by the expiring ,—a: 
it is certain, that in many fpecies of fits, when every limb is itrecched 
and harafled by the moft frightful fpafms, the patient himfelf is al- 
together unconicious of pain.’ 

Serm. III. is on Humap Difcontent, or the Duty of Submiffiin 
to God, Rom. ix. 20. Serm. LV. and V. on the Death and Atone- 
ment of Chriff, 1 Cor, i. 23, 24. Serm. VI. is on the Refurrec- 
tion, Rev. ii. 8. Serm. VII. has for its fubje@, the Natural and 
Spiritual Man, 2 Cor. vi. 10. Sermons VIII. and 1X. are on 
ihe Difpenfations of God, and the Chriftian Difpenfation, 1 Kings, 
xix. 11, 12. Serm. X. relates to the temporal Advantages of a 
religious Life, Prov. iti. 17- Serm. Xi. is on the Birth, Dignity, 
and Charaéter of the Meffiah, Uf. ix. 6. In this difcourfe we were 
furprifed to find Mr. 3. declaring againft what is called the 
Deuble Senfe of Prophecits ‘as a notion deftitute of proof ;’ when, in 
his irlt Sermon, he explains and brings forward the text to ouc 
notice ¢ as a prophecy of double afpec?.’? Serm, XII. and laft, ex- 
patiates on the Neceffity of conflant Attention to the religious Improve- 
ment of Life, If. lv. 6. 

As a further fpecimen of our Author’s manner, we fhall give 
the following extra& from the roth Sermon, on the temporal 
advantages of a religious life; which we think one of the beit 
in the volume: 

‘ In this world, pleafure and dappine/s are evidently diftin&, and 
the high tones of the jormer wiil not melt into concord with the 
‘weet, flow, grave modulation of the /atter. The lefion of tem perance 

is 


J 
1 

















| 
; 
a 
a 











1%6 Symmonhs’s Sermons. 


is forcibly ineulcated by our nature. Prefcribing to the apperiteg 
their limits of indulgence, to their tranfgrefiion fhe annexes imme. 
diate punifhment ; and bidding furfeit invariably follow excefs, and 
depreffion every riot of the fpirits, fhe intimates with fufficient clear. 
nefs, that we are not born to folicit our principal gratification from 
the fenfe. 

‘ To be more affeéted with this truth, let us contemplate the man, 
who, expatiating over the wide field of pleafurable licence, defpifes 
the narrow fobriety of life; who, calling moderation weaknefs, and 

rudence fear, applauds himfelf on his triumph over thofe prejudices, 
as he is pleafed to call them, under which we tamely ftoop. 
_ © But in what ftage of his luxurious progrefs are we indeed to envy 
him the pre-eminence of his delights ?—of him it may properly be 
faid, that in the fulne/s of his fufficiency * be isin firaits. * In the high 
tide of youth and of health, his fatisfaCtion is never genuine and 
unmingled,—even at this fanguine period, he muft experience fome 
anguifh, and much fatiety : and in the very fountain of enjoyment 
fomething of bitter will bubble up, and dafh it with diftaftefulnefs— 
either he has violated the peace of families :—or (if the diftrefles of 
others cannot touch him), he has embarraffed his circumftances :—or 
he has endangered his perfon:—or he has fullied his reputation. 
Has he fortunately efcaped thefe caufes of uneafinefs ?—others prefs 
on him which he cannot evade. 

¢ When the furrounding aétivity of life feizes on his attention, he 
fees the thoufand hands of fociety in motion ; each by contributing 
to the general, advancing aright to its particular advantage.—His 
natural equals have left him behind—his inferiors are by his fide, 
and pufhing beyond him.—While ufelefs and ftationary he meets 
with neglect from the worldly—with pity and defertion from the 

ood. in the purfuits of others, exercife is rewarded with ftrength ; 
and fuccefs ufually with refpect—in //s the firft is debility, and the 
Jaft contempt.—To others, fucceeding years, if they yield not all 
that. may be fondly expected from them, ftill bring with their hours 
fomething that is valuable—To the 4u/), more experienced wif- 
dom.—To the fudious, larger information.—To the virtuous, eafier 
felf-command, and brighter hopes.—‘l'o the wolustuary alone they 
offer no compenfation for their decay. To dim they fupply no- 
thing new: they open no freth fources of ideas :—they give no better 
profpects to hope,—but, converting appetite into fever, they aflociate 
inflammation with weakneis.— And if they bring amendment nearet 
to his wifh, they remove it further from his power, As over a blunter 
palate they pour the fame lufcicus cup, they repeat the fame fad 
tale of life wafted; improvement loft ;—degradation incurred ;— 


friends abandoned.’ 


We cannot take our leave of this work without pointing out 
a few novelties of expreffion, which, we are perfuaded, the Au- 


thor, when he confiders them, will not attempt to vindicate. 


Superogation + of neighbouring excellencies—The Great Creator re- 


‘mained undetected (a word exciting a very improper idea) amidft 
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* Job, xx. 22, + We know ofno fuch word. 
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his works—=-The fighting attributes of God—Severity an accident 
of the Divine Nature—Flafhes of the Saviour’s Divinity—Mortal- 
ity liable to diffolution—To difplay religion by a happier attitude. 

We have alfo obferved a number of typographical errors, 
efpecially in the punctuation, which the Author afcribes to a 
carelefs Printer. 

But thefe are all trifles, which cannot deftroy the merit of the 
work, and Mr. Symmons may ftill be the means, under the 
blefling of God, of turning more than ONE * from the error of 
their ways to righteoufnefs, and thus fave fouls from death. 


* 
See the conclufion of the Preface. BY fA o— yy: 





Art. XI. The Wrongs of Africa. A Poem. Part the Firft. 4tO. 25. 
Faulder. 1787. 


ICTION is fometimes faid to be the foul of poetry. There 
are fubjeéts, however, in which fancy can fcarcely pafs 
beyond nature ;—in which, confequently, the poet’s office is ra~ 
ther to defcribe than to invent. ‘The wrongs of Africa afford 
us a fubject of this kind. So numerous and horrid are the 
miferies created by that cruel fpecies of commerce, the fave 
trade, that the poet, in order to produce the ftrongeft impreffion 
on the imagination and feelings of his readers, has only to fol 
low the track of the hiftorian, and clothe plain fats in the drefs 
of fimple and eafy verfe. This tafk the Author of the prefent 
Poem has executed with judgment, tafte, and genius. 
The following extract may ferve as a fpecimen of this 
Writer’s defcriptive powers, and elegant diction : 


© Deep in the fhady covert of a wood, 
That fcreen’d from noon-day rage the flight-built bowers, 
And diftant far from ocean’s heaving tides, 
Lay a {mall hamlet; whofe inglorious fons 
Were ftrangers yet to war; fave when provok’d 
By hunger\s call, the monfters of the waite 
Attack’d their dwellings. O’er the lone retreat 
Sail’d the dim cloud of night, and thro’ the trees 
Sigh’d the foft gale, and hufh’d to deep repofe 
The guiltlefs tenants ; when a fudden fire 
Involv’d their habitations ; thro’ the flames 
They rufh’d for fafety ; but a numerous throng 
Of native ruffians from a diftant fhore, 
Attack’d the felplefs crew, and bore away 
Their trembling viétims: loudly rofe the voice 
Of anguifh, whilft the mother for her child 
Struggled with frantic violence, and dar’d 
Th’ extreme of danger; whilft the lover clafp’d 
The miftrefs of his choice, and rais’d his breaft 
To meet the threaten’d blow; whilft youth, alarm’d, 
Trofted to flight for fafety, and the tear 
Of fupplicating age was pogr’d in vain: 
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—Fond tears, and vain attempts! fhall Mercy reift 
In favage bofoms, when the cultur’d mind 

Difclaims her influence? From their peaceful home 
For ever torn, and chain’d in long array, 

The mourning fufferers move along the plain, 

A fpectacle of woe ; and frequent turn 

Their tear-dimm’d eyes towards the fav’rite {pot 
That gave them birth, and faw their youthful fports ; 
Whole ftreams had cool’d their thirft, whofe forefts darls 
Had fcreen’d their flumbers, and whofe varied fcenes 
Had witnefs’d all their joys. They turn, and mourn 
Their fimple threfhold, now with kindred blood 
Defil’d ; their roofs of rapid flames the prey ; 

The partners of their pleafures now condemn’d 

To fhare their lot, or pouring out their lives 
Beneath untented wounds.—They turn and weep, 
Whilft o’er the burning fand the frequent goad 
Haftens their lingering fteps, till on their fight 
Opens th’extended ocean: hovering near, 

Like fome dread monfter, watchful for its prey, 

The veffel glooms portentous ; foon to fe:ze 

Her living viétims, and to whelm them deep 

In the dark cavern of her loathfome womb.’ 


The Author’s concluding addrefs is a happy example of good 
fenfe, exprefied in the animated language of poetry : 


« Nations of Europe! o’er whofe favour’d lands 
Philofophy hath rais’d her light divine, 
(A brighter fun than that which rules the day) 
Beneath whofe piercing beam, the fpectre forms 
Of flavifh fuperitition flow retire ! 
Who greatly ftruggling with degrading chains, 
Have freed your limbs from bondage! felt the charms 
Of property! beyond a tyrant’s luft 
Have plac’d domeftic blifs! and foon fhall own 
That nobleft freedom, freedom of the mind, 
Secure from prieftly craft and papal claims ! 
—But chiefly thou, the miftrefs of the main, 
Who fits ferene gmidit thy fubjeét waves, 
That bring thee hourly tribute; Queen of Ifles, 
Of faith unblemifh’d, of unconquer’d foul, | 
And prizing freedom dearer than the blood 
That circles round thine heart! O Albion, fay, 
And fay, ye fifter kingdoms ; why remains 
‘This univerfal blot, that marks your brows 
With black ingratitude ; and tells high heaven 
You merit not your bleffings? Why remains 
This foul and open wound on nature’s limb, 
Watling its healthful powers ? (and who fhall tell 
How far may fpread th’ infection?) Bluth ye not 
To boaft your equal laws, your juft reftraints, 
Your rights defin’d, your liberties fecur’d, 
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Whilft with an iron hand ye crufh to earth 
The helplefs African ; and bid him drink 
That cup of forrow which yourfelves have dafh’d 


Indignant, from oppreffion’s fainting grafp ?” 

The poem is introduced by a well-written preface, which, as 
it treats on a fubject highly interefting to human nature, and at 
prefent an object of general attention, we fhall make no apology 
for tranfcribing the greateft part of it. 

«It muft afford pleafure to every benevolent mind to obferve, 
that the progrefs of knowledge, while it improves the underftanding, 
leads to the eftablithment of virtue, freedom, and happinefs. A 

reat xra is opening on the earth ; difcoveries in fcience are very 
rapidly increafing the power, amending the condition, and enlarging 
the views of mankind; and the clofe of the eighteenth, like that of 
the fifteenth century, will probably be marked in future times, as 2 

eriod in which a fudden acceffion of light burft on the human mind- 
Happily thofe important truths which are the refult of reafon and 
reflection, are no longer confined to the receffes of philofophy ; they 
have {pread widely into fociety, and begin to influence the councils 
of ftatefmen and the condutt of nations. 

‘ Hence it is not improbable, that the principles of political 
fcience may foon undergo an univerfal change; that probity and 
good faith may take place of fraud and chicanery in the intercourle 
of ftates ; contiguity of fituation prove the fource of friendfhip inftead 
of hoftility between nations ; and hatred and bloodfhed be exchanged 
for confidence and peace. Such mutt be the confequences, when the 
laws of truth and juftice, which are impofed on the tranfactions of 
individuals, fhall be extended to the condu& of governments towards 
each other, where kingdoms are at flake, and the happinefs of 
millions involved in the iffue. 

* But though many agreeable effects will moft probably flow from 
this important change, there are other confequences that may enfue, 
which are greatly to be dreaded. The fpirit of trade may degrade 
the national character, and endanger our facrificing the principles of 
juftice and the feelings of humanity to the acquirement of wealth. It 
becomes us therefore to guard againft the introduction of thofe bafe 
and fordid maxims which reprefent every thing as fair that is lu- 
Crative, and feparate infamy from villany, provided it be fuc- 
cefsful, 

‘ Britain has been highly favoured of heaven in all the gifts of na- 
ture and the acquifitions of art; and the temple of Liberty, firf 
reared by the labour, and cemented by the blood of our anceftors, 
has now its foundations eternally fixed on the bafis of fcience and 
philofophy. But the principles on which the liberties of Britain are 
eftablithed, are of univerfal application, and may one day extend 
from the centre of this ifland to the extremities of the earth, 

* It is time for thofe who cirect the councils of the nation to turn 
their eyes on the trade to Africa.—This traffic in the human fpe- 
cies, which is fo direct and daring an infringement of every prin- 
ciple of liberty and juftice, has attracted the public notice. —The 
more it is examined, the more horrid it will appear; and the voice 
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of reafon, aided by the natural feelings of the human heart, muft 
fooner or later atchieve its overthrow. But it becomes a wife le- 
giflature to interfere without delay; the fubje& is of deep import- 
ance, and calls loudly for the immediate exertions of patriotifm and 
virtue. It would be no difficult matter to thew, that the trade which 
the Europeans carry on for flaves to Guinea, is the foundation of al. 
moft all the miferies which the negroes endure in their own coun- 
try, as well as in the me iflands. Thofe dreadful wars which 
fpread from the thores of the Atlantic to the eaftern extremity of 
Africa, are chiefly undertaken to procure flaves as an exchange for 
the wares of Europe. It is this trade, which, fetting juftice and hu- 
manity at defiance, crowds the unhappy Africans in the foul and 

eftilential holds of fhips, where twenty-five thoufand perifh annually 
of difeafe and broken hearts. It is this traffic which places the fur- 
vivors in the hands of mafters whofe natural feelings are deftroyed 
by early and continual intercourfe with the worft of flavery, where 
their fpirits are broken and their bodies wafted by infupportable toils. 
Laftly, it is this trade which deprives them of thofe beft privileges of 
our nature, conjugal affection and parental love, the conftant fupply 
which it affords compenfating the lofs of thofe victims of avarice and 
cruelty who have died without iffue to inherit their mifery and their 
difgrace.—' Hence it is, that the wafte of life among a people natu- 
rally prolific in the extreme, amounts to an eighth part annually ; 
and upwards of an hundred thoufand Africans are yearly tranfported 
acrofs the Atlantic, to keep up the number of thofe unhappy men 
who are doomed to toil, to flavery, and to death. 

‘ This mournful truth, while it confutes a thoufand arguments 
drawn by the wretched apologifts of flavery, from the happy condi- 
tion of the negroes in the Weft India iflands, fuggefts other reflec- 
tions, at which humanity fhudders.—Ir is the intereft of the mer- 
chants of England, that the condition of the negroes in the colonies 


‘ fhould not be meliorated, for otherwife they might multiply in fuch 


a manner as to deftroy the demand; while on the other hand the 


planters who can now buy a full-grown African cheaper than they 


can rear a child from birth till the age of labour, are thus, in the 
treatment of their flaves, freed from thofe reftraints which intereft 
impofes on the moft mercilefs. Thus it is, that thefe two f{pecies of 
Chriftians find their account in the fufferings of the injared Africans; 


‘and who after this can wonder that their general treatment is cruel 


and fevere? 
‘ That reprefentations fuch as thefe fhould have no influence in a 
country where men have heads to reafon and hearts to feel, is impot- 


fible ; and before long it is hoped they will have a powerful effect in 


the fenate of the nation.’ 
Every unbiafled friend to the common rights of mankind will 
heartily concur with the Author in thefe liberal fentiments. His 
poem has afforded us fo much pleafure, that we hope he will find 
fufficient inducement to profecute his plan. gL 
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Art. XII. The National Debt produ&ive of National Profperity. 8vo. 
is.6d. Johnfon. 1787. ¢ 


HE writer of this traé&t feems to be himfelf fully con- 
vinced of the truth of his arguments in favour of that 
difputable fyftem of finance which has been fo fully adopted in 
Britain during the prefent century; and, as he offers his fenti- 
ments to the public in a modeft ingenuous manner, he has no 
reafon to dread the afperity of criticifm from thofe who may 
chance to differ in opinion from him. ‘The Author appears to 
be a man of obfervation and reflection; but we fear he hzs not 
been much accuftomed to nice difquifitions of this fort, nor 
taken the trouble to digeft the fubject fufficiently in his own ap- 
prehenfion, before he ventured to offer his fpeculations to the 
public. We think we can, at times, catch fome of the ideas 
that have made a tranfient impreffion on his mind, without leav- 
ing traces fufficiently ftrong to admit of an accurate delinea- 
tion, and which, therefore, may have ferved on!y to perplex and 
miflead him. When he comes to reflect more deeply, he will, 
perhaps, ftrike out fomething further on the fubject, that will 
better fatisfy himfelf, and his attentive readers. 

The fundamental idea that feems to have floated in his mind, 
and formed the bafis of all his fpeculations, appears to be, that 
the operation of funding has a natural tendency to accelerate the 
circulation of property in the kingdom; and had he contented 
himfelf with inveftigating this circumftance with precifion, he 
would have conferred a favour on the public. But he teems to 
have foon loft fight of the original, fimple idea, and to have 
confounded it with others that are extraneous to it, fo as to throw 
himfelf into great embarraflment. The effects of accelerating 
circulation in a political fociety, have never yet been fufficiently 
explained in this country *, nor hath the operation of funding 
been adverted to, as to this particular. But, though it fhould 
be proved (which our Author has not done), that tne circula- 
tion may, in certain circumftances, be promoted thereby, and 
that of courfe it might, in shefe particular circumftances, prove 
beneficial to the community, yet it by no means follows, even 
from this ftate of the matter, that we are toview the national debt 
as a peculiar national blefling, unlefs it could firlt be proved 
that no other more eligible means of producing the fame ef- 
fect are in our power; which our ingenious Author will eafily 
fee, when he reflects again upon the fubject, is far from being 
the cafe. When ‘se views the objeét in this light, he will alfo 
fee how groundlefs are thofe fears which he entertains about the 
effe& of paying off the national debt, fhould it be perfifted in. 





* Mr. Herrenfchwand has only, as yet, glanced at this topic ; 
others have overlooked it. 


L 3. We 
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We were, indeed, aftonifhed to find, that one who had once 
caught the idea of the national debt being only a circulation of 
property in the community, fhould have fo far loft fight of it 
again, as to reafon on the fame principles as if the payment of 
it were an actual produétion of property. 

But though we cannot accord with our Author in thinking 
the national debt a peculiar foundation of national profperity, 
yet we are as little difpofed to think it an inevitable fource of 
national calamities, as our countrymen, till of late, have been 
invariably inclined to view it. Mankind fo naturally draw a 
comparifon between the confequences that refult from debts con- 
tracted by private individuals, and debts contracted by the pub- 
lic, that it is no great wonder if they fhould inadvertently con- 
fider their effe&ts as being nearly of the fame nature; and as 
debts contracted to a great amount, by a private individual, ne- 
ceflarily occafion the ruin of that individual in a fhort time, 
it was inferred that a fimilar effeét would refult, in fimilar cir- 
cumftances, to the public. They did not, however, advert to 
one very ftriking difference that takes place between the national 
debt and that of an individual, which renders them altogether 
incapable of comparifon. When an individual borrows money, 
he becomes a debtor to fome perfon who is altogether diftiné 
and feparate from himfelf. ‘Thefe two parties have, in all cafes, 
feparate interefts. The profperity of the one has no fort of con- 
nection with that of the other, The borrower may be utterly 
ruined, while the lender is advancing in profperity. 

This, however, by no means applies to the national debt. In 
that cafe, the community at large is the creditor. The community 
at large is, alfo, the debtor. Here the debtor and creditor are 
entirely the fame object, fo that the profperity or adverfity of the 
one muft neceflarily imply the profperity or adverfity of the 
other, ‘The operation of funding, therefore (in as far at leaft 
as regards the fubjects of the ftate itfelf, and we will not now 
embarrafs the queftion by taking any other objects into view), is 
merely a nominal borrowing. The Minifter is, indeed, the o/en- 
fible borrower, though the real borrower be the public; and the 
individuals who advance the money when it is wanted, are the 
oftenfible lenders; though the real lender is that fame public alfo. 
The very individuals who lend, contribute alike with others to- 
ward their own payment; and every farthing that is borrowed is 
immediately returned to the public, to be employed for the pur- 
pofes of induftry and commerce, nearly as if no fuch operation 
had ever taken place. No wonder, therefore, if the public does 
not feel the effect of the national debt in the fame manner as an 
individual would feel the effect of a private debt, fince the cir- 
cumftances are fo entirely diffimilar. Confidered in this fingle 
point of view, the national debt appears to be a very harmlefs 
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kind of an object, which after having ftalked like a tremen- 
dous bugbear through the nation, for a century paft, to the 
great terror of the peaceable inhabitants, now begins to be view- 
ed, by fome individuals, as the protecting genius of our ifle, con- 
tinually bufied in fcattering bleffings among the people. It is 
thus mankind always run from one extreme to another ‘A, 
yi 





Art. XIII. Sean Dana; Le Oifian, Orran, Ulann, &c. Ancient Poems 
of Offian, Orran, &c. Colleéted in the Weftern Highlands and 
Ifles. Being the Originals of the Tranflations fome time ago pub- 
lifhed in the Gaelic Antiquities. By John Smith, D. D. Mini- 
fier of the Gofpel at Campbelton. 8vo. 6s. Boards. Elliot. 
1787. 

HIS book probably owes its exiftence to the fcepticifm 

that hath prevailed in England refpecting the authenticity 

of the poems afcribed to Offian the fon of Fingal, as tranflated 

by Mr. M‘Pherfon. The language in which the poems before 

us is written, is underftood by few in South Britain; nor can 

we ourfelves pretend to judge of the intrinfic merits of the pre- 

fent work, being entirely unacquainted with the Gaelic language; 

fo that we muft be contented with doing little more than an- 
nouncing it to the public. 

From the notes, which we have perufed, Dr. Smith, the Edi- 
tor, preferves a dignity of character becoming the ftation he 
holds as a clergyman, for he deigns not to enter into thofe dif- 
putes which have been fo warmly agitated by fome of his coun- 
trymen, He fimply exhibits the original poems, leaving them 
to fpeak for themfelves. We confefs that this procedure has fo 
much the appearance of candour, that it has done more to era- 
dicate thofe doubts in our mind, which the conduét, rather 
myfterious, of Mr. M‘Pherfon, refpecting the originals of his 
work, had excited, than all the arguments that have been elfe- 
where urged to that effect. Dr. Smith, we obferve, has given 
feveral paflages, in the original Gaelic, of thofe poems which 
Mr. M‘Pherfon has tranflated ; and, in one of his notes, he 
quotes the following paflage from a poem written by John Bar- 
bour, Archdeacon of Aberdeen, who wrote the life of King 
Robert Bruce, in the year 1375, to ‘prove that the poems of 
Offian, and the name of Finga/, were well known nearly 400 years 
before the tranflator of Offian was born. He likewifes proves that 
Giraldus Cambrenfis, who wrote in the 12th century, was well 
acquainted with the poems of Offian; and we quote the paflage 
as a Curious fpecimen of the language of the Lowland Scots, at 
that early period; if it be compared with that of Chaucer, 
who lived half a century later, it will be found to be much 


nearer the modern Englifh than that of his writings. 
L 4 ‘When 
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¢ When that the Lord of Lorn faw, 

His men ftand of him * fik (a) awe, 

That they durft not follow the chafe ; 

Right angry in his heart he was, 

And fair (4) wondered that he fhould fae (¢) 

Stoney (d) them alone but (¢) mae (/). 

He faid, methinks Martheoke’s fon, 

Right as Gow mae-morn was won, 

To have from Fingal his menzie (zg), 

Right fo from us all his has he, 

He fet enfample (4) thus him like 

The whilk (i) he might more manner-like (£).’ 
P.35. Edit. Glafg. 1737. 


There are many other ancient Scottifh poems that feem toap- .- 
proach much nearer to the idiom of modern Englifh, than Eng- 
lith poems of the fame age. We fhould be glad to fee the cauie 
of this unqueftionable fact explained. 

Dr. Smith will by fome be accufed of a partiality that is na- 
tural in favour of his native tongue, in giving the following eu- 
Jogium of the Gaelic language. ae 

‘ The Gaelic, being an original language, is, ina great meafure, 
an imitation of nature. All its founds, therefore, muft be more an 
‘«* echo tothe fenfe,” than thofe of any borrowed or artificial tongue. 
It is, however, more peculiarly adapted to defcriptions of the foft, 
tender, plaintive, and elegiac kind; a circumftance to which may 
be owing, in fome meafure, the prefervation of thofea .“ nt poems 
which fall under this character, But when we fay that this language is 
particularly adapted to the foft and tender, perhaps more fo than any 
language in the world, ftrangers to its ftructure and genius may fufpect 
us of prejudice or partiality. ‘They fee its awkward appearance in a 
garb which is not its own, and fuppofe, very naturally, that the let- 
ters which they look at have the fame found and power as in other 
Janguages with which they are acquainted. Hence they immediately 
form conclufions unfavourable to the harmony of the language, as will 
eafily appear from a fingle obfervation or two, which will ferve at the 
fame time to confirm what has been a little ago afferted. 

‘ The Gaelic alphabet confifts of eighreen (originally /ixteen) let- 
ters: of thefe, five are vowels, befides the letter 5, which has fome- 
what of the power of a vowel, as well as of afpiration. Such a pro- 
portion of vowels muft be attended with a harmony and foftnefs not 
to be found in other languages, in which the proportion of the vowels 
to the confonants is much lefs. It muft likewife be obferved, that of 





* We only guefs at the meaning of fome of the following words. 
(a) Such. (6) Sore, much. (c) So. (da) Aftonith. 


(e) Without. (f) More, 1.e. that he alore, without any 
more perfons to affift him. (g) Menzxie is a word poflibly 
known in Scotland, but not to us. It feems to denote honour and re- 
fpect. (4) Example. (i) The which. (4) Ina 


politer manner. AManner/;, for politenefs, is ftill, we believe, a com- 
mon expreilion in many parts of England. 
the 
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che ¢ewelve confonants of this language, eight or nine, in moft of the 
inflections, are altogether mute; the effect of the afpirate, fo oftea 
annexed, being either to deprive them of their power, or to render 
that power more vocal, foft, and mellow. This peculiar circum- 
ftance contributes fo much to the exphonia, or harmony of the lan- 
vave, that if it were written as it is founded, when properly and 
gracefully pronounced, the number of its vowels would be found 
probably equal to that of the confonants which retain their power. 
And to guard againft any inconvenience that might arife from fo 
great a proportion of vowels, this language has made admirable pro- 
vifion, by a general law, which feldom or never allows two vowels 
to be pronounced (unlefs in a diphthong) without interpofing a confo- 
nant. ‘There is either an elifion of one of the vowels, or of two or 
three auxiliary or fervile letters, provided for the purpofe; one or 
other naturally fteps in and fills the 4iatus. But of the admirable 
and peculiar ftructure of this language, we can give but a very inade- 
quate idea in the bounds of a note. Few languages bear more evi- 
dent marks of having been cultivated by grammarians and philofo- 
phers, although we know not at what period. In this view alone, an 
acquaintance with it would amply reward the labour of the ftudent. 
Connected as it is too with the Jearned and ancient Janguages, as well 
as the fource of aconfiderable part of the modern tongues of Europe, 
the philologiit would find the knowledge of it a very important ac- 

uifition, ‘This would lead him to the origin and meaning of hun- 
dreds of words in living languages, of which no tolerable etymon 
or account can be given. It would likewife lead to the pronunciation 
and meaning of innumerable vocables in ancient languages ; Hebrew, 
as well as Greek and Latin, &c.’ 

We fhall not detain our readers by our objections to the in- 
troductory part of this note, nor fhall we dwell upon the doubt- 
ful nature of the mode of reafoning there adopted, or the erro- 
neoufnefs of the principle on which it refts. Without aflenting 
to his conclufion as to the peculiar foftnefs and harmony of the 
Gaelic language as it is fpoken by thofe who pronounce it well 
(to many of whom we have often liftened with attention, with- 
out being able to perceive that peculiar beauty he here fo ftrongly 
aflerts it fo eminently poffefles), we readily agree with Dr. 
Smith in the latter part of the note, and think that much of 
that fcholaftic bigotry which has fo long.difgraced the republic 
of letters, by inducing learned men fo ftrongly to defpife all 
other languages except the Greek and Latin, would be happily 
done away, were a reafonable fhare of attention beftowed upon 
other more ancient, and perhaps, in /cme refpec?s, more perfect 
languages. “fhe Icelandic, which we lately had an opportunity 
of hearing fpoken, feems to poflefs a peculiar foftnefs and deli- 
cacy that was very pleafing tothe ear. In that language, we 
were told, are ftill preferved many hiftories of events which took 
place during thofe ages of barbarifm and ignorance, of the 
tranfactions of which fcarce any memorial is preferved in the 
languages ufually cultivated in Europe; from which it appears 
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that letters were cultivated, and civilization prevailed, in the 
morthern kingdoms, when darknefs and ignorance fo ftrongly de. 
bafed the milder regions. This circumftance gives fome degree 
wf probability to the ftories fo often repeated, and fo feldom be. 
Jieved, of the uncommon degree of learning and civilization 
which prevailed in Ireland, and in the feminary of Iona, for 
many ayes before the revival of letters in Europe. ‘This confi- 
deration allo tends to take off fomewhat of the appearance of hy- 
perbole from the affirmation of our Author, that ‘ few languages 
bear more evident marks (than the Gaelic) of having been cul- 
tivated by grammarians.’ The labours of Colonel Vallancy 
have greatly elucidated this fubject, and evidently prove, that 
much light might be thrown upon other languages, the Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin, not excepted, by an intimate acquaintance 
with thofe northern tongues. We heartily, therefore, agree 
with our Author, in recommendiag them to the ftudy of the 
philologift. 

Should a tafte for the ftudy of northern languages and anti- 
quities become fafhionable in Eurspe, and fhould the eaftern 
Janguages be more generally cultivated than they hitherto have 
been in thefe parts, there cannot be a doubt but great light 
would foon be thrown upon the hiftory of many obfcure events, 
that are fcarce recorded, and have never yet been underftood : 
for arts flourifhed, fcience was cultivated, and polite literature 
prevailed, in Afia and Africa, to a degree that we could fcarcely 
admit as credible, for many ages, while our own forefathers were 
immerfed in the moft deplorable ftate of wretchednefs and fae 
vage brutality. Humanity and politenefs there prevailed uni- 
verfally ; while rapine and violence ere bore unbounded fway: 
and the fofter paflions were univerfally cherifhed among thefe 
then benign nations, before they began to be difcovered among 
thofe peopie who now pique themfelves on excelling all others in 
thefe refpects. The liberal exertions of the Danifh monarch 
in the north *, and the enlivening powers of Sir William Jones 
in the eaft +, give us room to hope that thefe branches of litera- 
ture will be more attended to than they hitherto have been: and 
the work before us will contribute toward the fame defign. 

It has been remarked, by feveral acute writers, that the re- 
formation, in Swiflerland and Germany, was greatly forwarded 
by pfalm-finging being fo generally introduced as a part of 
public worfhip by the Reformers. Dr. Smith obferves, that fo 
much were the ancient inhabitants of Scotland and Ireland ad- 





* Who has, at his fole expence, publifhed already many volumes 
of Icelandic hiftories, accompanied with a Latin tranflation. 

+ Who has fet on foot, and fo liberally contributed to the Afiatic 
Mifcellany : beiide other exertions of his great proficiency in Orien- 
tal licerature. : 
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giQed to mufic, and fongs, that St. Patrick and St. Columba, 
or Columbanus, availed themfelves of this propenfity, when they 
‘atroduced the Chriftian religion among the natives, by frilly 
enjoining the practice of pfalmody. 

* According to the rule of St. Columbanus, the monks were to af- 
femble thrice every night, and as often in the day. In each office 
of the day, they were to ufe prayers, and fing three p/alms. In each 


ofice of the night, from October to February, they were to fing 
thirty-fix pfalms, and twelve anthems, at three feveral times; through 
the relt of the year, twenty-one pfalms, and eight anthems, 

‘$o popular was this rule, however fevere it may appear now, 
that 300 churches which Columbanus eftablifhed in Scotland and Ire- 
land, adopted it. And the Saint himfelf rigoroufly conformed to it 
till he died in the exercife of it, at midnight vigils, in the 77th year 
of his age.’ 

How has it happened that a tafte for pfalmody fhould have 
been fo much longer in finding its way into Italy, and the warmer 
parts of Europe? This might furnifh a fubject for a curious dif- 


fertation. 
n— Tr. 





Art. XIV. Sir Edward Coke’s Commentary upon Littleton, the Thir- 
teenth Edition, revifed and correéted, with the Addition of Notes 
and References, by Francis Hargrave, Efq. ard Charles Butler, 
Efq. And a Preface and Index by the laft, together with an Ana- 
lyfis of Littleton, written by an unknown Hand, in 1658-9, but 
never before publifhed. Folio. 31. 3s. bound. Brooke. 1788. 


HE high eftimation in which the work before us has been 
held by all the great lawyers of this country, is fo well 
known, that it were fuperfluous, in this place, to add our feeble 
praife to the encomiums of more than acentury and an half. The 
firft edition of Sir Edward Coke’s Commentary was publifhed in 
his lifetime, 1628, rather, as it feems, incorre@ly, but follow- 
ed by a fecond edition, 1629, fuppofed to be revifed by the au- 
thor. The fubfequent editions, to the eighth inclufively, were 
printed from the fecond edition, without much variation. The 
ninth edition contains Coke’s reading on Fines, and his treatife 
on Bail and Mainprize. .To the tenth edition, is added Coke’s 
Complete Copyholder, with references. In the eleventh edition, 
the book intitled Old Tenures is inferted, with feveral notes to 
mark the changes of the law fince the time of Littleton and his 
Commentator. The twelfth and laft edition, before that of Meff. 
Hargrave and Butler, was in 1738. Of Coke’s commentary 
without Littleton’s text, an abridgment was publifhed by Ser- 
jeant Hawkins in 1714, with fhort, but pointed, obfervations, 
to explain the principles of the old law, and the alterations made 
therein by fubfequent ftatutes. 
That our Readers, in general, fhould know the progrefs of 
{0 valuable a work, we have taken the foregoing fhort hiftory 
from 
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from Mr. Butler’s judicious and elegant preface. The fame 
gentleman obferves, that it cannot now be fettled with any de. 
gree of precifion, when the original treatife of Littleton was fir 
publithed. Dr. Middleton, in his Hiftory of Printing in Eng. 
Jand, feems to think that the edition by ‘7. Letton and [V. Maz. 
klinia, printed in 1481, was the firft. This was within fix or 
feven years after the introduction of printing into England by 
Caxton, and within twenty-four years after the firft invention of 
theart. Another edition (hitherto unknown to the printers and 
editors) has Jately appeared from the library of W Bayntun, 
Efq. deceafed, faid at the end of the book to be printed by Mac. 
klinia alone, then living near Fleet-bridge. It is fuppofed to be 
pofterior to the former, and is now in the poffeffion of Mr. Har- 

rave. Another edition was printed abroad, in 1766, by M, 
Flouard, an advocate in the parliament of Normandy. He pub. 
lithed, at Rouen, the text of Littleton, with aFrench tranflation, 
in two valumes. Since that time, feveral editions, in various 
. fizes, have been publifhed with the Englifh and French in op- 
pofite columns; but no correct edition without a commentary 
has yet appeared. This defderatum, Mr. Butler fays, will 
be fupplied by Mr. Hargrave. Befide the printed editions, 
two manufcrips copies of Littleton’s Tenures are in the 
public library at Cambridge, one in vellum, and the other on 
paper, with a memorandum annexed to the laft, that it was 
bought in Paul’s Church-yard on the 27th of July, 20th of Ed- 
ward IV. anno 1481, which was the year before Littleton’s 
death. Such have been the editions of Littleton’s work, and 
Sir Edward Coke’s Commentary. 

The treatife of Tenures has at all times received the higheft 
applaufe from the beft Englifh lawyers: but, fays Mr. Butler, 
fome foreign writers have {poken of it in very different terms. 
At the head of thefe is Hottoman, who, in his treatife, * De 
Verbis feudalibus,’ has fallen feverely upon Littleton. The whole 
paflage may be feen at length in the beginning of Mr. Butler’s 
preface. As it fhews the tafte and manners of a profound and 
Jearned critic, we are tempted to infert it in this place: but it 
would be too long for the limits of our Review. The fubftance 
is, that a friend of his had put into his hands Littleton’s book, 
Libellum Anglicanum Littletonium. This book, Hottoman fays, 
is written loofely, abfurdly, and inelegantly. He adds, the 
malice of the author appears in glaring colours. Hottoman, fays 
Mr. Butler, had the reputation of great learning, but he has 
been generally blamed for the contemptuous language with 
which he fpeaks even of the writers of his own civil law. The 
celebrated Gravina, and Cujas, an eminent civilian, both con- 
demn the frequent injuftice of Hottoman’s dogmatical ftyle. Mr. 
Butler cites other foreign writers who entertained a very bigh 
3 idea 




















oo beh «ab ee G86 oboe Oe on ea ee at 


—_s i 














Hargrave’s and Butler’s Edition of Coke on Littleton. 149 


‘dea of Littleton’s work: among thefe he quotes at large the ac- 
count given by Gatzert, in a valuable book’publifhed at Gottin- 

n, in 1765, though that writer fays in the clofe of his obferva~ 
tions, that Littleton deals frequently in riddles, or enigmata le- 
gum. Mr. Butler is not content with oppofing thofe authorities 
to the declamatory abufe of Hottoman, but has, with a juft dif- 
cernment, pointed to the circumftances which, probably, mif- 
led that writer’s judgment. 

« Full of the doctrines of the feudal laws of his own country, Hot- 
toman might expeét to find doftrines of a fimilar nature in Littleton, 
without adverting, that the greateft part of Littleton’s work treats 
of the fubordinate and practical parts of the law of England, which, 


like that of every other country, is in a great degree peculiar to it- 
felf, and bears but a remote analogy to thofe of other countries. It 


is allowed, that the feudal policy ‘of the different countries of Europe 


is derived from the fame origin ; that there is a marked fimilitude 
in their principal inftitutions, and a fingular uniformity in their rife, 
perfection, decline, and fall. But the more we go from a general 
view of their coniftirutions and governments to their particular laws 
and cuftoms, the lefs this fimilitude and uniformity are difcoverable. 
Thus the hiftory of every country, where the feudal laws have pre- 
vailed, while it prefents us, on the one hand, with an account of 
the many reitraints impofed upon alienation, and of the many me- 
thods which have been taken to make property continue unalienable, 
refents us, on the other, with an account of the different arts which 
have been ufed to elude thofe reftraints, and to make property free. 
This is obfervable in the laws of every country. 

‘ The mode by which it has been effected in England, is peculiar 
to England. In other countries, where a liberty of alienation has 
been introduced, it has refted on a kind of compromife with the lord, 
by paying him a certain fine; and a kind of compromife with the 
relations of the feudatory, by allowing them a right of redemption, 
commonly called the jus retraus. 

* But the fteps by which a free alienation of property has obtained 
ground in England are very different. in England an unlimited 
freedom of aliening /ocage and military land was foon allowed ; the 
practice of fubinfeudation was foon abolifhed: it is true, the aliena- 
tion of lands was reftrained by the introduction of conditional fees, 
and afterwards by the introduction of eftates tail; but entails, from 
their firit eftablifhment, were greatly difcountenanced by the courts 
of juitice, and they were eluded by the doétrines of difcontinuance 
and warranty. In the courfe of time, a fine was made a bar to the 
claim of the iffue in tail, and a common recovery, to the claims both 
of the iffue, and of thofe in remainder and reverfion. Mott of thefe 
circumftances are peculiar to the hiftory of England : hence an Eng- 
lith reader, who expects to find in the writings of the foreign feudifts 
fomething applicable to the practice of the laws of his own country 
refpeting the alieration of land property, will be greatly difappoint- 
ed. He will there find the moft pofitive prohibition of aliening the 
fee without the confent of the lord : he will find very nice and fubtle 
difquifitions of what amounts to an alienation: he will find, that in 

’ fome 











#50 Hargrave’s and Butler’s Edition of Coke on Littleton, 


fome countries, the lord’s confent ftill continues a favour, and tha¢ 
in others it is a right, which the tenant may claim on rendering 4 
fine. In fhort, he will find the works of the foreign feudifts filled 
with accounts of the jus retradus, &c. but he will hardly find the 
words, conditional fev, eftate tail, difcontinuance, warranty, fine, 
or recovery, in the fenfe in which we ufe them.’ 

It follows, fays Mr. Butler, that our writers muft be filent 
on many of the topics which fill the immenfe volumes of foreign 
feudifts, and they, from the fame circumftances, muft be equally 
filent on many of the fubjects difcufled by our writers. In this 
manner Mr, Butler, very properly, accounts for the contemptu- 
ous ftyle in which Hottoman and his followers have treated Lit. 
tleton, 

We have here prefented a compendious view of Mr. Butler’s 
vindication of Littleton, to give the Reader fome idea of his 
manner ; which will probably excite the curiofity of the Public 
to know more of the original performance, We think it de- 
ferves to be read. 

Of Sir Edward Coke’s Commentary, Mr. Butler gives an 
account, which ought not to be here entirely omitted. He ftates, 
very fairly, the obiervation of Sir Harry Spelman, whofe words 
are— 

‘«¢ I] do marvel many times, that my Lord Coke, adorning our law 
with fo many flowers of antiquity and foreign learning, hath not (as 
I fuppofe) turned afide into this field, 7. ¢. feudal learning, from 
which fo many roots of our law have, of old, been taken and tranf- 
planted. I wifh fome worthy would read them diligently, and thew 
the feveral heads from whence thofe of ours are taken, They beyond 
the feas are notonly diligent, but very curious in this kind; but we 
are all for profit, and ‘ /ucrando pane,’ taking what we find at mar- 
ket, without enquiring whence it came.”’ 

Since Sir Harry Spelman’s time, the fame wonder has been 
entertained by al] Englifh lawyers ; but the defect, as Mr. But- 
ler obferves, has been, in a great meafure, compenfated by the 
writings of the Lord Chief Baron Gilbert, particularly his Trea- 
tife of Tenures ; and by the works of Sir William Blackftone. He 
might, we think, have added Wright’s Tenures ; and, certainly, 
Dalrymple’s Feudal Law deferves a perufal, 

Having admitted this omiffion by fo great a lawyer as Sir Ed- 
ward Coke, Mr. Butler proceeds to ftaie his merits, and the fer- 
vice he has done his country. After apologizing for the want 
of method in the Commentary, and the quaintnels of his ftyle, 
which muft be attributed to the tafte of the age in which he 
wrote, our Author fays,— 

‘ The moft advantageous and moft proper point of view in which 
the learned Commentator can be placed, is by confidering him as the 
centre of modern and ancient law. The modern fyftem of law may 
be fuppofed to have taken its rife at the end of the reign of Henry 
VII. and to have aflumed fomething of a regular form about the lat- 
ter 
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rer end of the reign of King Charles II. The principal features of 
this alteration are, perhaps, the introduction of recoveries, Cconvey- 
ances to ufes, teftamentary difpofition by wills, the abolition of mi- 
litary tenures, the ftatute of frauds and perjuries, the eftablifhment 
of a regular fyftem of equity, the difcontinuance of real actions, and 
she mode of trying titles to landed property by ejectment. A material 
alteration has been effected, during the above period, in the jurifpru- 
dence of this country ; but this alteration was not fo much by fuper- 
feding, as by giving a new dire¢tion to the principles of the old law, 
and applying them to new fubjects. Hence a knowledge of ancient 
legal learning 1s abfolutely neceflary to a modern lawyer. Now Sir 
Edward Coke’s Commentary upon Littleton is an immenfe repofitory 
ofevery thing that is moft interefting or ufeful in the legal Jearning 
of ancient times. Were it not for his labours, we fhould ftill have 
to fearch for it in the voluminous and chaotic compilation of cafes in 
the year-books, or the dry, though valuable, abridgment of Brooke, 
Rolle, and others. The writings of Sir Edward Coke have confider- 
ably abridged, if not wholly taken away, the neceflity of this pain- 
ful purfuit. 

« But Coke’s Commentary is not only a repofitory of ancient learn- 
ing, but may be faid to contain the outlines of the principal doc- 
trines of modern law and equity. Sir Edward Coke delineates, on 
the one hand, the ancient fyftem of law, as it ftood at the acceflion 
of the Tudor line ;and in the other, he points out the leading cir- 
cumftances of the innovations which then began to take place. He 
fhews the different reftraints which our ancettors laid on the aliena- 
tion of land property, and the methods by which they were eluded, 
together with the various modifications which property received after 
the free alienation of it was allowed. He fhews how the notorious 
and public transfer of property by livery of feifin was fuperfeded by 
the fecret and more refined mode, introduced in confequence of the 
ftatute of ufes. We may trace in Coke’s Commentary the beginning“ 
of the difufe of real actions, the tendency of the nation to convert 
the military into focage tenures, and the outlines of almoft every 
other point of modern jurifpradence. Thus Sir Edward Coke’s wri- 
tings ftand between and conneé the ancient and modern part of the 
law; and by fhewing their mutual relation and dependency, difcover 
the many ways by which they refolve into, explain, and illufrate 
one another.’ 

We have been thus copious in our extracis from Mr. Butler’s 
preface, becaufe it appears to be both a judicious and a well writ- 
ten account of the original text, and the learned Commentary of 
Sir Edward Coke. ‘The experienced lawyer may, as we con- 
Ceive, derive fome advantage from the light in which this cele- 
brated work is placed by Mr. Butler; and the Reader, who is a 
novice in the laws of his country, will here find a dawn of 
{cience opening on his mind. In our next we fhall examine the 


merits of Mr, Hargrave and Mr. Butler in this edition, begun 


_ and finifhed by their joint labours. 
(To be continued. ] A~ a” 
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Art. XV. . 
FOREIGN LITERATURE. 


Lettre de M. De Luc Jur les Ob/fervations, &c. i. e. M. de Luc’s 
Letter on the Obfervations made by M. de Sauflure on the Sum. 
mit of Mont Blanc. 4to. pp. 8. 

N our laft Appendix, p. 532, we gave an account of M, de 

Sauffure’s journey to the top of Mont Blanc, and an abftraQ 
of the obfervations which he made during his fhort ftay in that 
elevated fituation. The letter before us contains M. de Luc’s 
remarks on thefe obfervations, which, when duly confidered, 
are the ftrongeft confirmation of the theory of that excellent phi- 

Jofopher, that could have been expected, 

In our review of M. de Sauflure’s Journey, we gave an 
abridgment of his conclufions, and the refult of his calculations 
concerning the height of Mont Blanc. We paffed a flight cen- 
fure on M. de Luc’s formula for determining heights by barometri- 
cal obfervations ; alleging, that it gave the height lefs than the 
truth. 

M. de Luc, in the prefent Letter, defends his theory of baro- 
metrical meafurements, and fhews that M. de Sauffure’s refult 
was faulty, in confequence of his having taken, for one of the 
data, in determining the elevation of the mountain, the height 
of the thermometer in the fhade, inftead of its height in the fun, 
In the ufe of M. de Luc’s formuda, it is an eflential condition, 
that the heights of the thermometer fhould be taken when the 
inftrument is expofed to the fun’s rays. The thermometer, in 
the fun’s rays, on the topof Mont Blane, ftood, as M. de Sauf- 
fure fays, at 1.3 below the freezing point: in the correfponding 
obfervation made at Geneva, the thermometer in the fhade ftood 
at 22.6 above the freezing point *; from experience in fimilar 
cafes, M. de Luc thinks, and in our opinion very juftly, that 
in the fun the thermometer at Geneva wauld ftand at 24.6: from 
thefe data we have gone through the whole calculation according 


to M. de Luc’s theorem, Log. B —Log.b X 1 4+ 2 rh ; 
215 
where B is the height of the barometer at the bottom of 
the mountain, 4 its height at top, and ¢ the mean height of 
the thermometer at the bottom and top, taken in the fun, Jn 
the prefent cafe, Log. B — Log. b = .22886, ¢ = 11.65, and 


C — 163 


* = .9773 then .22886 X .g77 (removing the de- 














215 
cimal point 4 places) gives 2236, in whole numbers, for the 
height of the fummit of Mont Blanc above M. Senebier’s ob- 





— 


~~... This thermometer has o for the freezing point, and 80 for boil- 
ing water at a mean height of the barometer. 
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fervatory at Geneva, in toifes; to which 13 toifes muft be 
added, being the height of M. Senebier’s obfervatory above the 
lake, to give 2249 toifes *, the true height of Mont Blanc above 
the level of the lake of Geneva. Sir George Schuckburgh made 
it 2257 toifes, by geometrical meafurements, and M. Pictet, by 
the iame means, 2238 toifes; the mean of thefe is 22473 
toifes; which fo nearly coincides with M. de Luc’s, that they 
give each other a mutual fupport:—they do not differ much 
more than in the 2000th part of the whole. This we look on 
as a ftrong confirmation of the truth of M. de Luc’s theorem, 
which was originally obtained by means of a long feries of ace 
curate and laborious experiments, and found to agree with the 
geometrical theory of the atmofphere, deduced from the laws of 
gravitation. As it is doubtlefs a valuable theorem, we fhall ins 
form our Readers, that it was firft given by M. de Luc, in his 
Recherches fur les Modifications de I Atmofphere, and reduced to 
Englifh meafure by the Doétors Mafkelyne and Horfley, in the 
64th volume of the Philofophical Tranfa€tions. The papers here 
mentioned are valuable explanatory commentaries on M, de 
Luc’s elaborate performance. 

The next object of M. de Luc’s remarks, is the degree of the 
thermometer in boiling water, when the barometer ftands at 
16.075 French inches, as on the top of Mont Blanc. The dif- 
ference between the obferved height 68°.858, and that which 
the theory gives, 68°.993, is too fmall to be of any confe- 
quence, 

M. de Sauffure fays (fee our laft Appendix, p. 538.), °° I 
fhall thortly make it appear that M. de Luc’s objections to this 
method (viz. M. de Sauffure’s) of obtaining the meafure of ex- 
treme humidity, are ill-founded ; and that his new hygrometer 
is a faulty and fallacious inftrument.” M. de Luc anfwers, that 
he never has faid any thing againft that method of determining 
the extreme humidity; and he adds, ‘I wifh to be informed 
what it is that M. de Sauffure has found defective in my experi- 
te fiance I am ready to change my opinion if I am mifs 
taken.’ 

The Letter concludes with the relation of a fet of experiments 
comparing the motions of M. de Sauflure’s hair hygrometer, 
M. de Luc’s of tranfverfe whalebone, and another of whalebone 
taken lengthways. They confirm the opinion which we laid be- 
fore our Readers in the review of M. de Luc’s treatife on me- 
teorology, refpecting the fuperior excellence of the tranfverfe 
whalebone hygrometers. 


a 





* We give the height in toifes, becaufe M. de Luc’s theorem is 
adapted to that meafure ; 10000 French toifes are equal to 10654 


Englifh fathoms. 
Rey. Feb, 1788, M f- M+ Art, 
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Art. 11. Memoires d’ Agriculture, &c. i. e. Memoirs of Agricul. 
ture, and of rural and domeftic Oeconomy. Publifhed by 
the Royal Society of Agriculture at Paris. Vols. II. LIL.IV. 
and V. 8vo. See our laft Appendix, p. 581. 

In the fhort announce of this article given in our laft Ap- 
pendix, we took notice of the ufe that might be made of this 
publication by foreigners, who can feldom obtain a diftin® 
idea of the internal fituation and domeftic ceconomy of the peo- 
ple of France, as fuch particulars, for the moft part, efcape the 
notice of hiflorians, and even of travellers, and others, who 
give defcriptions of the country they have vifited. The well-in- 
formed politician, knowing that the profperity of a nation de- 
pends on the domeftic felicity of the people, is indeed anxious 
in his refearches after thofe (tile circumftances which affeG 
them, and which are in general overlooked and difregarded by 
curfory obfervers. To enquirers of this ftamp, thefe memoirs 
will be confidered as an ineftimable work ; and, in confequence of 
the ufe which may be made of it by them, it will, we doubt not, 
if continued on the fame plan, prove highly beneficial to the 
community. ‘That our native country may derive fome advan 
tages from it in this refpect, as well as with regard to the 
ufeful hints it may fuggeft on the fubject of agriculture, we now 
proceed, according to our promife, co give a fhort account of 
fuch particulars in thefe volumes, in both thefe refpeécts, as ap- 
pear to ve moft deferving the notice of our Readers. 

Trimeftre of autumn 1785 [vol. ii.], or number for the months 
_ of Odtuber, November, and December, 1785 *. The firft 

article in this number is an account of a medal] ftruck by the 
direction of the fociety for commemorating an act of the 

king’s munificence. This medal, however, will alfo give a 

{triking picture of the low ftate of agriculture in France, of the 

poverty of the people who carry on the important operations of 

hufbandry there, and of the fmall advances that their philofo- 
phers have yet made in the true {cience of political reformation. 

The king, who patronized this fociety, had diftributed to the 

people in the generality of Paris, a certain number of cows, gratis, 

which gift is meant to be continued for feveral years ; and it is 
this event which is commemorated in the medal, as an act of 
charity. The meafure deferves applaufe; but if it be viewed as 

a means of promoting agriculture, it muft be confidered as ex- 

tremely puerile. 

The only exertion by adé?ual farmers, recorded in this volume, 
tending to the improvement of agriculture, is the account given 





* We have no Englifh word equivalent to trimefre, a {pace of 
three months, a quarterly publication. It is fingular that the French 
call thefe three months autumn. They of courle begin the year with 


the winter quartdy or trimeftre, : 
| y 
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by M. Chabert, of a double-focked plough prefented to the fociety 
nl three brothers named Dulongueville; and which appears to be 
an imitation of ploughs that have been known for fome time in 
England, though but little ufed, 

The next article contains an account of a particular kind of 
whiting made from alabafter, which is recommended as a very 
fine white for fize painting. 

This is followed by an account of an arrét pronounced by the 
king in council, in favour of agriculture, which, with other parti- 
culars, tends to fhew how much thofe who carry on the operations 
of hufbandry in France are in need of fupport. The inhabitants 
of Urvilliers, and fourteen other villages in the neighbourhood of 
Saint Quintin, having appealed to the king’s council of ftate, 
from a fentence of the chief magiftrate of Saint Quintin, forbid- 
ding them from carrying off any ftubble from their lands, or 
from Cutting their corn crops with a fcythe, under the pretext 
that thefe ftubbles, &c. belonged to the poor inhabitants of the 
place; the council of ftate having heard the caufe, did, by 
their arrét, iflued the 23d of September 1785, ordain that the cul 
tivators of the foil have a full right to reap their grain of every fort, 
either by megns of the f{eythe or ‘the fickle, as they fhould think beft. 
Another arrét to the fame purpofe was given on a fimilar appeal, 
on the 27th of September 1785. 

An account is given, in the next article, of the fuece/s of M. 
Thcuin, in raifing Chinefe hemp: the feeds were fown on the fir(t 
of June, the plants came up and grew toa very large fize, as 
was the cafe with thofe fown in England, mentioned in the third 
volume of the Tranfactions of the Society of Aits; but, like 
thefe, none of them came to maturity fo as to afford ripe feeds, 
The above articles are contained in the firit divifion of the work, 
which confifts of extracts fiom thofe memoirs that could not be 
printed entire. 

The firft mémoire at large in this number is by M. le Marguis 
de Turgot, on the different kinds of wheat that are cultivated in 
fome parts of Lower Normandy. This eflay is written with 
great care, and does honour to its author. ‘The kinds of wheat 
are defcribed with precifion—the foil on which they fucceed 
beft—the proportional produce of each kind—the weight of 
flour yielded by an equal weight of each kind of grain—the 
proportional finene(s of the flour of each fort—the quantity and 
quality of the ftraw of each kind—the value and the ules to 
which that ftraw can be applied, are al] feverally {pecified. Our 
limits do not admit our giving an account ef thefe particulars 5 : 
but we recommend this eflay to the notice of our curious Read- 
ers, One peculiarity ftruck us in perufing this memoir, viz. 
that among the kinds of wheat here enumerated, the ftalks of 
feveral forts are defcribed as not being hollow, but filled with 
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pith, a circumftance we never had feen formerly remarked, 
Such effays as this, when founded on facts, tend very much to 
promote the attainment of ufeful knowledge. : 

The next is a very long memoir on the means of preferving 
wine, particularly in cifterns, by M. Fougereux de Bonderoy, 
This feems alfo to be a valuable performance; but the fub- 
je&t cannot be interefting to our readers in general. 

The Marquis de Bullion favours his countrymen in the following 
article with fome obfervations that have occurred to him concern- 
ing the culture of clover and faint-foin ; but thefe remarks con- 
tain nothing that is new or interefting to an Engli/h farmer. 

The fourth memoir is concerning the fpecies of pines which 
beft deferve to be employed for filling up vacancies in forefts 
where oak does not fucceed, by M. Fougeroux de Blavau. It is 
communicated by M. Fougeroux de Bondercy, and is a valuable 
performance, deferving to be attended to by our countrymen as 
much as by thofe of the writer. 

It is well known that M. du Hamel, with an intention truly 
patriotic, colle&ted, many years ago, a great number of plants 
of all the different kinds of pine which he could obtain, and 
with them made feveral very extenfive plantations on his eftate 
of Vrigny. From this grand experiment, he expeCted that his 
countrymen would one day be able to afcertain the value of the 
different kinds of trees he had planted, and thus have it in their 
power to cultivate the moft ufetul forts, and reject thofe that ap- 
peared to be of fmaller value, and would alfo be able to judge 
in what particular circumftances it would be prudent to make 
choice of one fort in preference to another, This worthy pa- 
triot having happily begun the experiment, has been fortunate 
enough to have a fucceflor, M. Fougeroux de Blavau (the Author 
of this memoir), his nephew, who, animated by the fame laud- 
able zeal that fo eminently diftinguifhed his uncle, and pofleff- 
ed of the knowledge which is-neceflary for giving the proper ef- 
fect to his patriotic intentions, at the diftance of more than forty 
years from the time thefe plantatians were made, communicates 
to the public, as far as can yet be afcertained, the refult of thefe 
experiments. A procedure of this nature, by private individu- 
als, deferves the higheft app!aufe ; and were we to decree ftatues 
and public honours, it would be to fuch men as thefe, and not 
to the conquerors and deftroyers of mankind. Had our Bacon 
now lived—he who firft faw and pointed out the great increafe 
of knowledge that could be obtained by a courfe of experiments 
continued even for ages, which he has fo forcibly defcribed in 
his ideal Atalantis—how would he have honoured the memory 
of thofe men who had actually carried into practice what he was 
ridiculed for having conceived only in idea! But it was his fate to 
live in an age when the culture of true knowledge was but in its 
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infancy. It is our good fortune to exift at a time when /ome 
advances have been made in it. But even in our times, fuch exer- 
tions as that which now extorts our fincere and unpremeditated 
applaufe, are very rare. And fhall we not be forgiven for pay- 
ing this our {mali tribute to fuch tran{cendant merit ¢ 

It would exceed our limits to point out all the particulars 
contained in this valuable experimental Memoirs we can only 
here obferve, that M. Fougeroux de Blavau finds the Scotch pine and 
the large Riga pine to be the fame, and recommends them as par- 
ticularly worthy of attention, on account of the fize of the trees, 
and the value of the wood ; that che pine mugo, or mugho, is a 
dwarfith plant abou:ding in refin, the only plant of this clafs that 
thrives in marfhy ground; that the maritime pine flourifhes beft 
near the fea coait, in fandy foi's, and abounds very much in refin, 
but that it thrives better in warm than in cold climates; that 
the /mall maritime pine is yet more impatient of cold; that the 
pinus cembra, Lin. is a imal], flow-growing, hardy tree; and that 
Lord Weymouth’s pine fuccceds perfe&tly well in France, 
though we know it is fomewhat tender in many of the northern 
expofed counties of Britain. For further particulars we beg 
leave to refer our Readers to the memoir itfelf, which will af- 
ford great fatisfaction to every candid enquirer, 


[To be continued. | A 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
For FEBRUARY, 1788. 


IMPEACHMENT of Mr. HASTINGS. 


Art. 16. 4 Review, of the principal Charges againft Warren Haftings, 
Efy. &c%%8vo. 25. 6d. Stockdale. 1783. 
6 Bars Author of this pamphlet poffeffes, as is apparent from even 
a flight perufal of his performance, confiderable political and 
literary talents, with which he warmly defends the conduct of Mr. 
Hattings in thofe very actions he is called on to juftify before the 
greateft tribunal in England. He gives an accurate defcription of 
the eaftern government, and the difpofitions of the people, in order 
to fhew that Mr. Haftings, in the whole of his conduct, aéted on 
principles that were agreeable to the political tentiments of the In- 
dian natives, and perfectly confiltent with the fituation of the Com- 
pany’s affairs. 

The Author warmly cenfures the gentlemen concerned in ma- 
naging the impeachment; and in doing this, he takes a view of 
their general conduct during and fince the American war. He feems 
well acquainted with the whole bufinefs relative to Mr. H. and the 
prefent ftate of Englith politics. His attachment to Tory principles 
is frequently apparent, and in fome degree influences his reafoning ; 
but on the whole, the enemies of Mr. Haftings will find much dith- 
culty in refuting this well-informed and able defender of that gentle- 
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man. But we hear that a great law crit ic has the work under con- 
fideration, in confequence of a complaint againit it in the Houfe of 
Commons. ' R 7 


Art. 17. 4 Letter to Philip Francis, E/q; from the Right Hon. Ed- 
mund Burke, Chairman, Right Hon. Cc. ]. Fox, R. B. Sheridan, 
ws Members of the Committee for managing the Impeachment 

Mr. Haftings. With Remarks. 8vo. 1s. Murray. 1788. 
his Letter originally appeared in the Morning Herald. The ree 

marks with which it is accompanied, and which conftitute the 
greatelt part of the pamphlet, are the production of a well- informed 
perfon; but they abound with many perfonal reflections on Mr. 
Francis, and alfo on moft of the members of the Committee, which 
feem too illiberal to fal! from the pen of a man, who appears by 
his affertions to have a feat in the Houfe of Commons. Private 
vices, and the follies and extravagancies of the domettic life of indi- 
viduals, have no relation to the impeachment of Mr. Hattings; nor 
can the Public be intereited in them. He 


Art. 18. Minutes of the Evidence before a Committee of the whole Houfe 
of Commons, againft Warren Hattings, Efg. 8vo. 7s. 6d. manned 
Debrett. 1783. 

Of this comprehenfive coliection it will be unneceflary for us to 
undertake a review. Sepayate publications of diftinét parts of it 
have, at different times, appeared in our Catalogues. See the Num- 
bers for March and May 1787. 


East INDIA AFFAIRS. 


Art. 19. Letters Patent, eftablifbing a Supreme Court of Judicature at 
Fort William in Bengal, bearing Date March 26, 1774. 8vo. 
1s. Gd. Debrett. 1788. 

At atime when the affairs of India in general, and of the courts 
of judic ature there in particular, engrofs fo much of the public 
attention, the reprinting this patent may be the means of acquainting 
thofe who with for information, with particulars concerning the Su- 
preme Court, which they might not poflibly have otherwife obtained, 0 


Art. 20. A concife View of the Charges againft Sir Elijab Impey ; 
with oe on his Conduct while Chief Juftice in India. 
Sva. Debrett. 1788. 

This trad was recalled within a few days after its publication ; 
Sir Elijah Impey having complained of it at the bar of the Houfe of 
Commons, as tending to injure him in his defence, by its appearance 
while the profecution was depending. De 


Art. 21. The Indian Vocabulary. 'To which is prefixed the Forms of 
Impeachments. 1zmo. 3s. 6d. Boards, Stockdale. 1788. 
The numerous publications concerning Eaft India affairs necefia- 
rily contain many Indian words, which it is impoffibie to tranflate 
into any other language, efpecially thofe which relate to particular 
cuftoms of the natives, the names of public officers, the terms of art, 
the proceffes in the courts, &c. Without the afliftance of a vocabu- 
ays or gloffary, thefe publications sre frequently, to a mere Eng- 
lith reader, almoft unintelligible. ‘lhe Editor fays, he has availed 
himfelf of the affiftance of gentlemen the moft eminent as well for 
36 their 
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their talents as for their information on the fubjec&t. He acknow- 
leges that he has been able, with aJl thefe advantages, only to ex- 
hibit a partial and imperfect view of the language, fince he only 
gives the meaning or interpretation of certain words, and has not 
proceeded on the principles of grammar. Amid an almott infinite 
variety of fpeiling, the Editor hath chofen that mode which ap- 
‘pears to him the moft likely to convey the defigned found to an 
Englifh ear: thus, he writes Ameer, and not, as the French do, 
Emir; fo Fakeer for Faquir; Vizeer for Vizir, &c. Thefe are great 
liberties with a language. Why not give the words as they are cri- 
ginally fpelt in the Moortth, Perfic, Hindottanic, &c. ? 

On the whole, this Vocabulary will be ufeful to the readers of 
fuch publications as relate to the affairs of the Eaft India Company, 
&c. and which contain Eatt India terms; and the Editor merits the 
thanks of the Public for his collection: but, in our opinion, much 

et remains to be done; and we doubt not but that the indultrious 
Compiler will be able to enrich his next impreffion with many words, 
in addition to thofe which he hath now given to the Publics; and that 
he will infert, in their proper places, the different {pellings of the 
fame word. 

With refpect to the brief account of impceachments, prefixed to this 
Vocabulary, we have only to afk, what bufinefs it hath sere ?—It 


could not be intended to . 
‘© Raife the volume’s price a fhilling ;” OR m 
al —_—=_ ° 


becaufe it confilts of only eleven pages. 


SLAVE TRADE. 


Art. 22. A Propofal for the Confideration of thofe who intereft them- 
Selves in the Abolition or Prefervation of the Slave Trade. With 
fome Obfervations addreffed to the Members of the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gofpel. By a Clergyman. 8vo. 6d. 
Wolverhampton printed and fold, and by Lowndes in London, 
1788. 

In the Advertifement to this performance the Author fays, ‘ The 
intention of the following fheets is, to convey the outlines of a plan 
which the Writer, for want of leifure, and fome neceflary informa- 
tion, cannot prefent as complete.’ He divides his plan into two 
parts, the object of the firft of which is, to render the flaves as eafy 
and as happy as the condition of fervitude can admit; and of the fe- 
cond, ‘ to ftrike,’ as he exprefies ir, ¢ at the root of all thofe evils 
which introduce flavery, by fpreading knowledge, civilization, true 
religion, and morality, among the nations which give proof of 
~_ prefent barbarity, by the number of captives whom they fend 
orth.’ 

He would not totally abolith the flave trade, but reform it; and 
for effecting this purpofe, after ufing fome good arguments, which 
thew the impolicy of the abolifiment, he propofes his fcheme of re- 
formation, which is to make regulations for the better government of 
the flaves ; and to inftruct them in the duties of religion and morality. 
The fecond part of his plan is, to fend back old flaves from the 
Weit Indies to Aftica, who, having acquired a competent knowledge 
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of Chriftianity during the time of their flavery, might inftruct the 


favages of Africa, and profelyte them to the Chriftian religion. po : 


Art. 23. Thoughts on the African Slave Trade. By John Newton, 
Reétor of St. Mary Woolnoth. 8vo. 1s. Buckland. 1788. 

It appears from this pamphlet, that Mr. Newton formerly refided 
eighteen months on the coaft of Guinea, for the purpofe of pur- 
chafing and collecting flaves, to fell to the veflels that arrived 
from Europe. He was afterward a mate of a Liverpool fhip in that 
trade, and laftly made three voyages in the capacity of captain. 

From the experience of nine years, during his employment in 
thefe feveral ftations, Mr. Newton is doubtlefs qualified to give a 
circumftantial detail of all that part of the flave trade which refpeéts 
the purchafing Negroes in Guinea, and the conveying them to the 
Welt Indies. ‘The accounts he gives are fimilar to thofe of former 
writers, fo that we deem it unneceflary to lay the circumftances be- 
fore our Readers. He does not enter into any particulars concern- 
ing the abolifhing of the trade, though be reprobates this commerce 
in general terms; and forgets not to congratulate himfelf, shat 
through the mercy of God, he was arrefted by a fudden illnefs, which 
obliged him to relinquifh the difagreeable fervice. 

To give weight to his affertions, he fays that he offers nothing 
in writing which he ‘ could not cheerfully, if requifite, confirm on 


oath.’ De 
Art. 24. A Letter to Fames Tobin, E/g; late Member of his Ma- 

jefty’s Council in the Iiland of Nevis. From James Ramfay, A. M. 

Vicar of Tefton. 8vo. 6d. Philips. 1787. 

All perfonal abufe and fcandal; in the difgrace of which, the Re- 
viewers are drawn in for a fhare. The Vicar of Tefton fays they 
have fided with his opponent, whom he fets down as a Reviewer 
too.—Indeed, Mr. Ramfay, you are much miftaken ; we know no- 
thing of Mr. Tobin, or of yourfelf, further than as you are both 
known by your writings; of which, with refpec to the prefent 
fubje&t (and efpecially the prefent pamphlet), we are fo heartily 
tired, that we wifh never to hear any more of you,—unlefs it fhall 
appear that you have learned to write in a ftyle lefs difgufting to 
sen of cultivated minds and manners.—For fhame, Gentlemen, 
can’t you difcufs your edon fubject, without begriming each other, 
till you look as fable as the poor Africans about whom you are 
contending ?—You really reduce yourfelves to the fituation in which 
we once faw a Duftman, who was wortted in a fcuffle with a black, 
and well rolled in the kennel ; when the combat was over, Mungo 
exulting, cried out, ‘* White man Neger too !”’ 


Art. 25. 4 general Review of the African Slave Frade, demonftratin 
its Injuftice and Impolicy: With Hints towards a Bill for its Abo- 
lifhment. 8vo. Od. Faulder. 1788. 

Contains the ufual general arguments for abolifhing the flave 
trade. ‘The Author chiefly confines himfelf to the ¢rade only, and 
recommends what he judges the moft proper means of propagating 
flaves in the Weft India iflands, inftead of importing them from 
Africa. The hints toward a bill for the abolithment of the trade 
to Africa are fuch as refult from the idea he feems to poflefs; we 


fay 
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fay feems, for it is bv no means clear. In the former part of 
his work he inveighs againft flavery, and in the latter, he pro- 
pofes regulations for the better management of the Negroes. 2 ss 


Art. 26. Jnftrucions for the Treatment of Negroes, &c. &c. 12M0. 18. 
Shepperfon and Reynolds. 1788. 

The Author of thefe Initructions has been, and perhaps now is, a 
roprietor of a confiderable eftate in Barbadoes. The fubitance of the 
amphlet is a fertes of letters written to the manager or fteward 

of the plantation, in a correfpondence which began twenty years 
ago, and fully evinces the Author to bea fenfible, benevolent, and 
good man. His treatment of the Africans who come under his care 
is, in general, as mild as that which European mafters ufually afford 
their fervants. ' He fhews that an African, fold as a flave, is not al- 
ways an object unpitied, defpifed, and treated with unfeeling wan- 
tonnefs. He confines his obfervations to the practice of the matters 
in Barbadoes only. Why do not the other iflands purfue the fame 
lucrative method? It is furely lucrative, for, by an inventory taken 
on the 1ft of January, it appears, there were, on the Author’s two 
plantations, 304 Negroes; that in the courfe of the preceding year 
thirteen were born, and only two died, which were infants. e 






































Art. 27. Confiderations on the Emancipation of Negroes, and on the 
Abolition of the Slave-trade. By a Weff-India Planter. 8vo. 
1s.6d. Johnfon. 1788. 

Our Weft-India Planter enters the field of controverfy againft an 

hoft of opponents; and he feems able to make a refpectable ftand 
againft them all, while they engage on poéitical ground: on this 
ground, we are perfuaded, he is znvincible. As negroe flavery has 
been fo long eftablifhed, and is now {fo interwoven with our commer- 
cial fytem and circumftances of finance, any attempt, he appre- 
hends, ‘ at this day, either to annihilate it entirely, or fo reftrain it 
as to prevent any further acceflion of flaves to the colonies, though 
it might be morally right, muft be politically wrong, abfurd, and 
impracticable, the moft precious interelts of this country being im- 
plicated in the meafure.? To prove all this, is the great purpofe of 
his *‘ Confiderations ;? and, if he fails in his proofs, it will not be 
from the want of a competent knowledge of his fubject, or of ability 
to defend it; but from fome other caufe, beyond the reach of £ our 
ken.” He difcufles every point with great candour and moderation, 
and a due deference to the principles and motives of thofe who have 
fo zealoufly interefted themfelves on the other fide of the queftion ; 
and he appears to be heartily inclined to concur with them in every 
prudent meatfure to efiect a reform in the negrce fyftem, and to dimini/h 
the rigours of flavery. Much, he thinks, may be done that way; 
and he points out the means. But as we muft not enlarge, we fhall 
only add our impartial recommendation of his tra&t to the ferious 
attention of the public. The fubject is of the utmoft confequence, 
and we ought, before it be too Jate, to invite and encourage inform- 
= en it, from every quarter whence it can poflibly be 
obtained. 


Art. 28. Confiderations on the Negroe Caufe. Addrefied to the Right 
Hon. Lord Mansfield, By Samuel Etwick, A.M. LL.D. Mem- 
ber 
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ber of Parliament for Weftbury. The third Edition. 8vo. 5. 

Dodfley. 1788. 

The firft edition of this tract appeared without the Author’s name, 
1772; and was noticed in our Review, Vol. XLVII. p. 152. The 
work was occafioned by the famous cafe of Somerfet the negroe, 
which, in that year, was argued in the King’s Bench. Mr. Eft. 
wick’s great object was to prove, that the property of the’ flave re. 
mains with the mafter, though removed into a land of liberty. His 
¢ Confiderations’ are now much enlirged, by notes and references to 
the law books publifhed by Mr. Hargrave, &c, and his performance 
is deemed a capital one on that fide of the gueftion which this able 
writer has efpoufed. Jt abounds with many arguments which apply 
to the grand queftion, now fo generally agitated, relative to the 
flave-trade. Of thefe, many appear to be new, and fuch as deferve 
to be anfwered by the advocates for the adclition of this very im- 
portant, though odious {pecies of commerce. 


MANUFACTURES and ComMMERCE. 


Art. 29. 4 Letter to the Duke of Crafton, on the Bill now dependin 
in Parliament for preventing the Exportation of live Sheep, Wool, 
&c. Svo. as. Rivingtons. 1787. 
The fenfible Writer of this Letter points out fome claufes in the 

Bill that would prove highly oppreflive to individuals; and he withes 

they may be left cut, or 10 modifed as to render them lefs obnoxious, 

He does not, however, object to the principle of the bill. The time 

feems not yet to be arrived, when our countrymen fhall know all 

the benefits that refult from freedom. In this road we are beginning 
to travel, and we trait it will not be long till the hurtful tend- 
ency of thofe reftri€tive laws, which fo perpetually bind up the hands 
of the farmer, trader, and manufacturer, will be fully perceived. 

We mutt, in the mean while, bear with fome degree of patience 

the well-meant, though ill-judging, efforts of thofe who with to 

promote the good of their country, to the bef? of their knowledge. 9 P 

ta 


Art. 30. 4 Letter to a Member of Parliament, ftiting the Neceffity of 
an Amendment of the Laws relating to the Woollen Manufaétory, 
fo far as refpetis the Wages of Spinners. 8vo. 1s. Rivingtons. 
1787. 

States a particular grievance to which the Writer thinks the fpin- 
ners in Suffolk are fubjeXed, by a prevailing practice of dedudiing a 
part of the eftablifhed price of {pinning—and propofes that Juftices of 
Peace fhould be impowered to correét this abufe. 

If ever the magiftrate can with propriety interpofe in regulating 
the affairs of private individuals, we will readily admit that it fhould 
be in protecting the poor againit the exactions of the rich; but 
itronger arguments than any we have yet heard, are required to con- 
vince us, that in a free country like this, fuch interference can ever 
fail to be attended with much greater evils than thofe they were de- 
figned to correct. It would be eafy to poipt out many reafons why 
we fhould think fo in the prefent cafe ; but as it is not our province 
to enter on thefe difcuilions, we can only recommend caution to thofle 
who think of making innovations of this fort, 3 

Ds: Naval. 
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NavAL, 


Art. 31. Refle@ions on the late moft extraordinary Promotion of Sixteen 
Admirals, 8vo. 18. Murray. 1788. 

The Author warmly declaims in praife of our navy, as the great 
and fureft defence of the nation againit its foreign enemies; but, at 
the fame time, he loudly complains of the inadequate pay of the of- 
ficers; which was fixed fo long ago as the reign of King William, 
when money, he obferves, bore double its prefent value. But, fays 
he, ‘ among all the inftances which hiftory can produce, of difgrace, 
neglect, and contempt, fhewn to a fet of brave and gallant officers, 
the late extraordinary promotion of admirals affords the moft afto- 
nifhing and ftriking one. Not lefs than thirty-one of the oldeit Cap- 
tains of the navy are paft over, to promote fixteen others to the rank 
of Rear Admirals!’ For our Author’s keen animadverfions on ‘ this 
a& of cruelty and injuftice,’ as he ftyles it; and alfo for his tart re- 
feftions on Lord Howe, &c. we refer to the pamphlet. 

The objeét of this Author’s complaint and invective, was, on the 
zoth of this month, moved in the Houfe of Commons; but the ac- 
count given by the Lords of the Admiralty, of their condué, with 
refpeét to the choice of officers for promotion, was fo very {atisfac- 
tory to the Houfe, that the motion was withdrawn, 


Art. 32. Familiar Expofiulations, addreffed to Mefirs. Pitt and Thur- 
low. 8vo. 1s.6d. Ridgeway. 1788. 

Familiar indeed! but, perhaps, if the Author had been lefs fa- 
miliar, he might have been more fuccefsful in regard to the object 
which he has in view by offering this addrefs. ‘The principal of 
thefe objects is, the Impre/s of Seamen; againft which he exclaims, 
and declaims, with that hest and violence which generally defeat 
their own purpofe. We are forry for this over-flrained zeal, as he is 
embarked in a good caufe, which may be injured by his want of 
temper in aflerting it. We difapprove, as much as our Author can 
do, this tyrannical treatment of our brave defenders from foreign in- 
vafion; and fhould, therefore, be happy to hear of a better mode of 
managing our naval armaments, on fudden emergencies: and to 
this end we heartily wifh, that the warm remonitrances of this their 
violent advocate may contribute /omewhat; though they, poflibly, 
might have proved more perfuafive, had our Addreffer been lefé li- 
beral of his familiarities with thofe who are placed at the helm of 
our flate-veflel, 


LA WwW. 


Art. 33- The Law of Parliamentary Impeachments. By a Barrifter at 
Law. 8vo. 1s.6d. Whieldon. 1788. 

The writer of this pamphlet has taken the opportunity, at a time 
when impeachments are the common topics of converfation, of com- 
piling a fummary of the jurifdiction and mode of proceeding in cafes 
of parliamentary impeachments. The materials, which are taken 
from good authorities, viz. Selden Fud. Parl. the State Trials, Ruth- 
worth’s Colle&tions, and Blackitone, are arranged in a methodical 


Manner, fo as to afford full information on the fabjec. R ede tithe 


PoETRY-. 
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POETRY. 

Art. 34. The Tribunal: Addrefled to the Peers of Great Britain, 
about to fit in Judgment on Warren Hattings. 4to. 2s, 64, 
Stockdale. 1788. 

This compofition made its appearance a few days before the fitting 
of that avguft tribunal to which it is addreffed. The Bard’s enthy. 
fiaftic zeal for Mr. Haftings, glows throughout this long effufion of 
invective on the one hand, and panegyric on the other; but is not 
equally and happily fupported by his poetic powers. There are, 
however, fome parts of the poem that would have flruck its readers 
with greater effect, had not the piece been enfeebled by its length, 
which is too far extended for the fubjeét; and incompatible with 
every idea of an Addre/s; efpecially an addrefs to the Houfe of 
Lords. 

Art. 35. Reflexions on Impeaching and Impeachers: Addreffed to 

Warren Haftings, Ef. gto. 4s. Stockdale. 1788. 

This panegyrift of Mr. Haftings is, perhaps, as hearty in the 
caufe as the author of the 7r/luxa/, above mentioned ;_ but both his 

raife of the Impeached, and his fatire on the Impeachers, are lefs 

impaffioned, lefs vigorous, and lefs likely to give pain to the one, 
or pleafure to the other. 


Art. 36. 4 Momody on the Death of Mr. John Henderfon, Nate of 
Covent Garden Theatre. By George Davies Hariey, of the 
Theatre-Royal, Norwich. 4to. 2s. Wilkie, &c. 1787. 

As an expreffion of perfonal refpeét and gratitude, thefe verfes are 
entitled to candour; as an effort of poetical genius, they are noten- 
tirely deftitute of merit. Sometimes Mr. Harley’s mufe overacts her 
part, and outrages probability ; as when fhe makes Melpomene take 
up the poignard to ftab herfelf, on the news of Mr. Henderfon’s 
death : and fometimes fhe forgets the fimple dignity of Elegy, and 
makes ufe of playful images; as when Melpomene is reftrained from 
making ufe of the lifted-up poignard, by refleéting that there was no 
need to [trike the heart that was already droke. ‘The poem, howeyer, 
difcovers fome fancy, and contains feveral pleafing verfes. g, 
Art. 37. Poems; imitated from the Perfian. By J. Champion, Efq, 

4to. 2s.6d. Cadell.. 1787. 

This work confifts of ‘ The Tears of Samarcand,’ ¢* The power of 
Wine,’ and feven Odes, in imitation of the Perfian Poet Hafez. 
The firft of thefe is in the form of a poetical epiftle from the High 
Prieft of Iran, defcribing the cruelty fhewn by the people of Ghuz, 
in the invafion and plunder of bis c:untry ; and imploring the affilt- 
ance of the King Khakan-Mouzzum. ‘The fubjeét, as well as the 
title, feems to promife fomething pathetic; yet few readers, we be- 
Jieve, will,mix their tears with thofe of Samarcand. 

* The Power of Wine’ reminds us of the accounts we fometimes 
fee of great*convivial meetings, in which more toafts are reported to 
have been drank, than wou!d have been fufficient to confign the Right 
Honourable Topers to temporary, and, perhaps, final infenfibility. 
Mr. Champion purfues his panegyric on wine through a feries of {e- 
venty ftanzas, almoft each of which is a repeated call for the goblet. 
Under thefe ciscumflances, we cannot wonder if he fhould fometimes 


be unintelligible, though it is flrange that he has not more fpirit Me 
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his cups. 


themfel ves. — Jf 
DRAMATIC. J 


Art. 38. The New Peerage; or, Our Eyes may deceive us: A Co- 
medy, as performed at the Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane. Writ- 


ten by Mifs Harriet Lee. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Robinfons. 1787. 


This piece is ufhered to the prefs by an advertifement, in which 
the fair writer exprefles her apprehenfions for her firft effort in the 
Drama, and fpeaks with a degree of grateful diflidence, that ferves 


to intereft the reader in her favour. She is precluded, fhe fays, from 
that deep obfervation of life, which gives ftrength to charatter, and 


poignancy to expreffion. The dialogue, notwith(tanding, is lively, 


animated, and generally natural; and where fhe deviates from the 
quality laft mentioned, it may be imputed to the tafte which has of 
late taken poffeflion of the ftage. Our new-fafhioned writers want 
to glitter in wit, and pointed fentences: but the new mode of wit is 


often fuch as bears no refemblance to the converfation of real life, 
and the fentiments in our late productions are frequently dreffed in 
quaint expreffions. Finery is preferred to the juft and the natural. 
A few inftances of this kind we obferved in the piece before us; but 
they are excufable in a firft attempt ; and Mifs Lee fhould be in- 
formed that it is in her power to do much better, when fhe confults, 
hereafter, her own genius. There is another point, in which it is 
to be regretted that this promifing Writer has, as we conceive, been 
mifled by the modern fafhion. Our comedies, of late years, feem 
to be novels turned into dramatic dialogue: hence probability (which 
cannot be too much obferved) is totally difregarded. ‘This appears 
to be the principal defect of Mifs Lee’s performance. The whole is 
founded on a deception, which cannot eafily gain credit. Old Van- 


Atthe age proper for a counting-houfe, a young lad muft be fo 
formed, that a father, at his return, will have fome recolle&ion of 
his features. Is it probable that Lord Melville could be received in 
the family as the fon of Old Vandercrab? The fcheme feems too ro- 
mantic. But this is not all: the fon goes to the weft end of the 
town, and pafles himfelf on his guardian, and a lady of quality, 
for Lord Melville. The Lord, in the mean time, is difcovered 


dercrab expects his fon, who has been fourteen years in Holland. 





in the city by the arrival of Medley, who knew young Vandercrab 
‘In Holland ; and being deteéted, he remains a prifoner in the house, 
All this for the foundation of a.comedy is too incredible; the cir- 
cumftances are almoft impoflible: but Mifs Lee may be faid to have 
furmounted impofibilities. She has flruck out a great variety of fitu- 
auions, and there is nature and vivacity in the dialogue. Vander- 
crab’s charaéter is well wrought; and the piece, upon the whole, 


has a confiderable degree of merit. HH. 4d 
é 
tf 


NoveEtEs. 


+ Att. 30. The Rattle. Ina Series of Letters. r2mo 2 Vols. t% 
fewed. Noble. 1747. 
The Rattle.’ To fignify, we prefume, that the book is intended 








for the amufement of children. This Writer is at leaft ingenuous ; he 
tells 





The imitations from Hafez neither juftify praife, nor pro- 
yoke cenfure. Thofe who have patience to read, will judge for 
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tells the purchafer of his volumes what heis toexpect. There jg 
however, fome good morality in the work. A. : 


Art. 40. Ela: or the Delusions of the Heart. A Tale, founded on 
Facts. 12zmo. 35s. fewed. Robinfons. 1787. 

This Novel reprefents, in very lively colours, the fatal effeas 
which may arife to the female who indulges the tender paffion up. 
controlled ; who liftens not to the voice of reafon, nor to the admo. 
nitions of her relations and friends. It is indeed a moral, and truly 
pathetic tale. We therefore pafs over the few objections which migh; 


be urged againit it in point of /y/e. Ne 
MrirscELLANEOUS, ; 


Art. 41. The genuine Memoirs of Dennis O'Kelly, Efq. &c. &e. 8yo, 
| 2s. Stalker. 1788. 

The Author of thefe Memoirs has induftrioufly collected many cu. 
rious anecdotes of the celebrated Count O’ Kelly, as he has been com. 
monly ftyled ; from which it appears that his origin was indeed as 
Jow as it hath been reprefented in the daily prints ;—that he firk 
figured in the capacity of a chairman; then a marker at billiard. 
tables; next a fcampering blade on the town, connected with in- 
famous women, ruined, and a prifoner in the Fleet. In his confine. 
ment he forms a friend/bip with Charlotte Hayes, which was im. 
proved by time, and lafted for life. By the affiftance of this noted 
Cyprian prieftefs, his circumftances are bettered; he obtains firkta 
feare in the famous racer Eciipse, and afterward the whole pr- 
perty of the animal—to whom he was chiefly indebted for all his fu- 
ture fortune, and even his military honours. The narrative cloles 
with an account of his retirement to his noble manfion of Canons, 
formerly the feat of the Duke of Chandos, which O’Kelly pur. 
chafed, and where he lately breathed his laft, leaving behind him 
rather a better character than is ufually obtained or merited by tr 
heroes of the turf. 

*,* The news-papers have informed us, that the produce of 
O’Kelly’s horfes, fold, fince his death, at Tatterfall’s, was 8,ocol, 
Their number was only fourteen / 


Art. 42. 4 Differtation on the Governments, Manners, and Spirit f 
Afia. 4to. 1s. 6d. Murray. 1787. 
The following is the Editor’s Advertifement : 

¢ While the affairs of India occupy the public attention, and e- 
age the inveftigation of Parliament, I take the liberty to publih 
the following Differtation on the Oriental governments, which form 
ed one of the Le&ures on Hiffory, delivered by Mr. Logan at Edis 
burgh, in the year 1780. ‘lhe high approbation which they mt 
with, from a learned and refpectable audience, prompted me to takt 
them down in fhort hand; and from my experience in that mode 
writing, I can venture to affirm, that the prefent copy of his Lectur 

on Afia is neither imperfect nor inaccurate. At.the fame time, 
reckon myfelf bound to make an apology to the Author, for publib- 
ing his compofitions without his knowledge or confent, though fim 

lar freedoms have been taken. Should it prompt him to put the! 
hand to his Lectures, and give them to the Public, I hall be™ 
duced to think that I have performed a valuable fervice to the literal} 
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Whatever this anonymous Editor may be induced to think, we 
cannot reflect on the mode in which Mr. Logan’s Differtation is pub- 
lifhed, without fome degree of indignation. It is impoflible not to 
fympathize with an author whofe works are thus furreptitioufly ex- 
pofed, even when their intrinfic merit fhields them from the fhafts of 
criticifm. In faying this, however, we mean not to give any cha- 
rater of the Differtation in its prefent form. If the unjultifiable 
condu& of the Editor fhould call on Mr. Logan to print the whole, 
or any part of his Lectures, we fhall be ready to examine them with 
jmpartiality ; at prefent, we doube not that Mr. Logan will rather 
attribute our filence to motives of juftice and delicacy, thap of difap- 


probation or neglect. eA 


Art. 43. 4 Scheme to pay off the National Debt in a few Years, by a 
Repeal of the Marnage Act. 8vo, 1s. Dilly. 1787. 

1 like it hugely, quoth my uncle Toby, though to be dure, Mr. Shandy, 
you will fay he has made too free with matrimony, and you may not 
relifh fome of his calculations ; neverthelefs, you muft own my bro- 
ther bachelor is a merry fellow.—A fig for his fcheme! though, to 
fay the truth, it is as good as many other fchemes of tae kind. They 
are all like my friend’s machine to perform the perpetual motion : in 
defcription it anfwered very well ; and, when put together for the 
experiment, it had only this little defect,—s* cwouid not move at 
all.—No matter for that. Let us be pleafant, and all will go well. 
Every time an Englifhman laughs about the national debt, he helps 
to pay it off. 

Perhaps the Public may efteem thefe opinions of Uncle Toby no 
bad review of this pamphlet. wHo ie 


Art. 44. 4 Letter to a Member of Parliament , containing a Narrative 
of Proceedings relative to his Majefty’s Proclamation, &e. ‘To 
which are added, the Refolutions of the Magifirates of the County 
of Glocefter, at their Seffions, in January 1788. 8vo. 18. 6d. 
Robfon, &c. 

This is a fecond edition of a tract already noticed in our Review 
for November laft, p. 411, with the addition of the Re/olutions, &c. 
above-mentioned. It was then entitled, ** A Narrative of the Pro- 
ceedings,” &c. 


Art. 45. The Sympathy of Souls. By Mr. Wieland. Attempted from 
the French ; and revifed after the original German. izmo. 35, 
Boards. Bladon. 1787. 

Mr. Wieland is an author of confiderable repute in Germany, &c. 
He has written many entertaining pieces, which have been well re- 
ceived ; and we have more than once mentioned his works with ap- 
probation. Of the prefent performance we cannot fo well judge, 
not having feen the German owginal, nor even the French tranila- 
tion, from which the prefent verfion is taken, To us it appears to 
be a ftring of fentimental and devotional rhapfodies, unconneéted by 
interefting or exemplary ftories, and wanting the relief of cool rea- 
foning and manly reflection. —With refpect to this Englifh tranfla- 
tion, it may be regarded as the commendable exercife of a youn 
foreigner, who wihed to improve an acquaintance with the Englith 

language, 
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language, of only three years ftanding ;—in which endeavour, we 
think, Mr. Winzer® has fucceeded to a degree that may reafonably 
encourage him to proceed in the path that he hath marked out for 
himfelf. Let him, however, be well advifed in the choice of his 
originals, and carefully confult the tafte of the Englith nation, left 
he fhould be difappointed in the fale of his performances. 


Art. 46. The Epiftolary Correspondence of Sir Richard Steele. uf. 
trated with literary and hiltorical Anecdotes. By John Nichols, 
szmo. 2 Vols. 78. Boards. Robfon, &c, 1787. 

The firft of thefe volumes contains Stevie’s Letters to his fecond 
wife, and their two daughters. ‘Ihe originals from which they are 
now firft printed are depofited in the Britith Mufeum. Many of them 
are domettic trifles ; but it is the trifling of a man of wit, anda 
gentleman.—The fecond volume coniifts of Letters, Dedications, &c, 
which were formerly publifhed.—‘The Notes are, perhaps, the only 
parts of this publication that will much engage the attention of the 
Public; and thefe cannot fail of proving acceptable to all who are 
curious with refpe&t to the literary hiftory of that period in which 
Steele, and the reft of thofe elegant writers flourifhed, to whom the 
world have been fo very HIGHLY indebted for the Tatler, SpeGator, 
Guardian, &c. &c. g 

é 


RuRAL AMUSEMENTS, 


Art. 47. Effays on Hunting. A new Edition; with a Supplement, 
containing an Account of the Vizier’s Manner of Hunting in the 
Mogul Empire. By William Blane, Efq. 8vo. 4s, Boards, 
Stockdale. 1788. 

The firft‘edition of thefe Effays being anonymous, induces us to 
give the prefent publication a place in the Review, that our Readers 
might be acquainted with the name of the Author; a circumftance 
which may prove peculiarly acceptable among his acquaintance, and 
induce fome to purchafe the work who might otherwife have paffed 
it unregarded. A further account of it is rendered unneceflary by 
our review of the firft edition in our fixty-feventh volume, p. 17. 
The /upplement, containing a detail of the manner of conduéting the 
hunting excurfions of the viziers and nabobs in the Eaf Indies, in 
fome of which Mr. Blane fays he attended, in the years 1785 and 
1786, is very curious, and will prove a choice morfel to our country 
{port{men. 


THEOLOGY. 


Art. 48. Salutary Admonitions to the Diffenters, in a Letter to Tho- 
mas Rogers, Efq; Chairman of the Committee for the Eftablifh- 
ment of a new Academical Inftitution. 8vo. 1s. Bew. 1787: 
This anonymous writer profeffes himfelf a warm friend to the Dif- 

fenters, and even pays them a compliment, to which they have cer- 

tainly no exclufive claim, in calling them the depofitaries of civil 
and religious liberty. He is, however, much offended with them 
for fome particulars in their political conduét, which he cenfures 

* The name of the Tranflator, as appears by his dedication to 
the Queen. , 
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with great freedom. ‘The circumftance at which he is moft concern- 
edis, that they have taken fome active meafures in fupport of a 
minifter, whom he calls an indifcreet youth and an enterprifing boy. 
The more judicious part of the Diffenters will eafily impute this ad- 
drefs to its true motive, and will not be perfuaded to defert a liberal 
and ufeful plan, in order to adopt the romantic {cheme of a general 
coalition of Diflenters of all denominations in a common fy{tem of 
education. One hint from this monitor may, however, deferve their 
attention. ‘ Ihe greatand general error of the Diffenters,’ fays he, 
‘ has been, endeavouring to force a fimilitude of conception on dif- 
ficult propofitions ; calling a modification of bigotry the love of 
truth, and preferring a delufive and unattainable fpecies of ortho- 
doxy to the obvious and intelligible interefts of liberty.” Gz" 


Art. 49. Three Sermons on the Subje& of Sunday Schools; with an Ap- 
endix, containing Rules, &c. To which are added, a few Hints 
on Parochial Clubs. By the Rev. Robert Lucas, B. D. 8vo. 2s. 

Robfon, 1787. 

The firft and fecond of thefe difcourfes have been already noticed by 
us, The third obviates, in a very judicious and fatisfatory manner, 
both the general objections which are made againft inftitutions for 
the inftruction of the poor, and the particular difficulties which have 
been ftarted with refpett to Sunday Schools. ‘The Author’s account 
of a parochial club eitablifhed afHardingftone in Northamptonhhire, 

romifes fo much benefit, that we fhall give the heads of the fcheme, 
as a hint which may, perhaps, be adopted with advantage in other 
villages, 

This parochial club confifts of 81 members, 33 of whom are 4ono- 
rary, or claim no benefit from the fund. Each member fubfcribes 
3d. per week. ‘The firft year near 4ol. was raifed, 30!. of which was 
placed out at intereft. ‘The indigent fubfcribers have relief in cafe 
of accident, ficknefs, or age, Such clubs have an obvious tendency 
to diminith the poor’s rates, and therefore are favourable to the more 
opulent: they give the poor an eafy relief, on the footing of right. 
If women be admitted into fuch focieties, as their claims will be 
more numerous than thofe of men, their demand mutt be lefs. Ina 
dear feafon, provifions or coals may be purchafed from fuch a ftock 
and fold at an under price. Perhaps this fcheme may fuggeft fome 
improvement of Mr. Acland’s plan of providing for the poor. See 
Rev. vol. LXXVI. p, 61. 4. 


Art. 50. 4 friendly Addre/s to the Fews: ftating the Motives to feri- 
ous Inquiry into the Caufes of their prefent Difperfion, and the 
Requifites to a right Inquiry refpecting the Chriftian Doctrine ; the 
Charaéteriftics of the Meffiah from the Prophets ; and the Teftimo- 
nies in favour of Jefus as the Chrift.. To whichis added, a Letter 

. to Mr. D. Levi; containing Remarks on his Anfwer to Dr. Priett- 
ley’s Letters to the Jews; fhewing, that however his Arguments 
may affect the Opinions of Dr. Prieftley, they form no Objection 
againft the Chriftian Religion. By J. Bicheno, Newbury. 8vo. 
¥s.6d. Buckland. 1787. 

It feems to have been from a notion that the Jews were more likely 
to attend to an advocate for Chriftianity under an orthodox than un- 
Rev. Feb, 1788. N « der 
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der an heretical form, that Mr. Bicheno has undertaken to addrefy 
them. What fuccefs is likely to attend fuch addreffes from either 
quarter, we fhall not prefume to predict; we thall only fay, that this 
writer has executed the embafly he has undertaken in a manner 
which does credit both to his underftanding and his heart. 8. 


Art. 51. The Obje@ious of Mr. David Levi to the Miflion, Condu&, 


and Doétrine of the Lord Jefus Chrift, examined. By John Had- 


ley Swain, Morning Preacher of St. George the Martyr, Queen- 

Square, &c. 8vo. 15.6d. Rivingtons. 1787. 

The principal point which this writer labours, is to reconcile the 
Jews to the doirine of the Trinity ; a point which he will probably 
find fome difficulty in accomplifhing. 4. 


Art, 52. Remarks on David Levi's fecond Letter to Dr. Prieftley, in 
Anfwer to thofe he addrefled to the Jews. By Anti-Socinus. 8vo. 
ts. Bew. 1787. 

Mr. Anfelm Bayly (for fuch, it feems, is the real name * of Anti- 
Sccinus) has, in thefe Remarks, very rudely treated and abufed Mr, 
David Levi, becaufe he is a Jew, and has chofen to give his reafons 
for not being a Chriftian. Of Mr. Levi’s charaéter, we have heard 
a good report. As to his prefent antagonilt, he feems better quali- 
fied to wield the birchen rod than to handle the pen of controverfy. 


Art. 53. 4 Letter to Dr. Prieftley,*F. R. S. &c. in Anfwer to his 
Letter to the Right Hon, William Pitt, on the Subject of the Re- 
peal of the Teft A@, &c. By William Hunter, A. M. Reétor of 
St. Ann, Limehoufe, and late Fellow of Brazen-nofe College, 
Oxford. 8vo. 1s. Wilkie, &c. 1787. 

This letter'is written in fo obfcure and confufed a ftyle, that it is 
extremely difficult to difcover the Author’s meaning; and when it is 
difcovered, all that the reader will learn is, that the writer is much 
out of humour, and would be glad to fee the {pirit of innovation re- 
itrained by the iron hand of perfecution. ‘ The Diffenters,’ he al- 
iows, ‘ are a part of the community, and a confounded unfound part 
coo—a limb of it, which, fhould it continue its unfavourable and in- 
curable fymptoms, had better be lopped off, as in *‘rurgical cafes, 
than thata mortification fhould feize on the whole body politic.” The 
political chirurgeons of the prefent times, we truft, underftand their 
nufinefs better than to have recourfe to amputation, otherwife this 
bloody-minded operator might ftand fome chance of being employ- 
ed; and, in that cale, he would, doubtlefs, with, like Nero, that 
the confounded dogs had but one neck, that he might difpatch them 


at a fingle ftroke. - 


Art. 64.4 Difcour/e on Bapti/m: containing Obfervations on Dr. 
Prieitley’s Chapters on the fame Subje&t. By Philalethes. 8vo. 
1s. 6d, Brown, 

{tis very difficult, perhaps almof impoffible, for writers on a dif- 
pusable point wholly to diveit themfelves of a bias to that fide which 
they have themfelves embraced, and to which they have been long 
attached ; by which means the arguments of the oppofite party are 
often confidered 2s weak and futile. ‘ihe Author of the prefent 
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performance appears, on the whole, candid and moderate, as well 
as learned and judicious, yet not wholly free from fome preconceiv- 
ed partiality, fo often unfavourable to the cavfe of truth. There are 
folid and cogent reafons to be offered in behalf of infant baptifm by 
fprinkling. ‘Thofe who have read two fmall tracts publifhed by Mr. 
Towgood of Exeter, feveral years ago, will incline to think that there 
is juft room to be fatisfied with the practice. But difpute is endlefs, 
Some confider baptifm asa profeffion on the part of the fubject who re- 
ceives it, others as a fign or token of fome advantage to which the 
fubject is introduced ; and this Jatter account applies well to children. 
But we are far, very far from becoming parties in the difpute ; 
though we conceive, when things are fairly and coolly reprefented, 
there is little room for that confidence which anti-pxdo-baptifts fo often 
affame. Philalethes is acquainted with his fubje&t, and writes ina 
rational, and, on the whole, a liberal manner. He confiders a few 
points which Dr, Prieitley has maintained, and he dwet!s much on 
the argument from Patria Poteffas, as it is termed, and alfo on the 
baptifm of profelytes, on neither of which, we apprehend, any great 
ftrefs is to be laid. As to the Fathers, although of ufe for hiflorical 


evidence, and on fome other accounts, we can allow them no kind. 


of authority re{peCting matters of doctrine, or rules of condu&. The 
pamphlet concludes with a fhort and earneft acdrefs to the more 
rational of the prefent age, among whom we believe this writer 


ought to be ranked. Hf, “we 


Art. 55. 4 feriptural View of the Refurrefion and Afcenfion of Fefas 
Chriff, by way of Harmony and raraphrafe. With an Appendix 
on the Dignity of the Human Body with regard to its final Refur- 
rection. By the Rev. John Weddred, Reétor of St. John Baptift, 
Peterborough, &c. 4to. 1s. Rivingtons. 

We do not perceive that much new light is caft on the narrative 
of our Saviour’s refurreion by means of the arrangement here pro- 
pofed. The Appendix, being chiefly conje&ural, will afford but 
little fatisfaftion to thofe who are peculiarly anxious with refpe&_to 
the fubject. 


Art. 56. Au Addrefs ta the Parijh of All Saints, Northampton, and 
to the Parith of Spratton in that County. izmo. 6d. Evans, 
1787. 

A work of this nature requires not criticifm, and is far above cen- 
fare. The fpirit which it breathes is highly laudable, and the per- 
formance is fo likely to engage the ferious attention of thofe to whom 
it is addreffed, that nothing is left for us to do, but to applaud the de- 
fign of the Author, and to exprefs our withes that thofe good purpofes 
may be accomplithed at which he has benevolently aimed. We may 
juft add, that one of thefe little traéts is diftributed gratis to every 
family in each of the above mentioned parifhes. L— 


Art. 57. An Effay on the Advantages of Revelation. By the Rev. Jo- 
feph Whitely, A. B. Curate of Beefton, in the Parith of Leeds, 
_ late of Magdalen College, Cambridge, 4to. 2s. Johnfon. 
1787. 

The fubftance of this effay, we are told, was publifhed by the Au- 
thor, at a very early age, in confequence of having gained the firft 
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Norrifian prize in the Univerfity of Cambridge. After many altera. 
tions and additions, it is again fubmitted to the Public on a more 
extenfive plan, and, perhaps, fomewhat more worthy their accept- 
ance. 

Tt was to be expected that fuch a performance as this would ob. 
tain the prize above mentioned. It bears the plain evidences of 
thought and ftludy. The language is corre&t and pleafant. It dif- 
eovers an acquaintance both with ancient Jearaing and with the na- 
ture of Chriftianity, the arguments by which it is fupported, and 
the manner in which objeéctions to it may be obviated or overthrown, 
It will not be imagined that fuch fubjects can be fully difcuifed with- 
in the narrow limits affligned to this diflertation. Yet more is ac- 
complifhed than might be at firft expected; for the eflay abounds 
with thought: and we have perufed it with much fatisfaction. ey. 


t=: 
Art. 58. Sermons on various Subjeds. By John Dupr?, M. A. Maf- 
ter of Tring Academy, and late Fellow of Exeter College, Ox- 

ford. Vol. II. 8vo. 6s. Cadell. 1787. 

For the firft volume of Mr. Dupré’s fermons we muft dire& our 
Readers to the Review for November 1782, p. 375. vol. Ixvii. This 
fecond volume bears aconfiderable refemblance to the former. The 
fermons are rather of that declamatory kind which is perhaps bef 
adapted tothe pulpit. ‘here is energy and perfuaiion in them, and 
fometimes pathos. The language is fluent, but notinaccurate. Our 
Author appears to have an earneit defire to be ufeful, and an affec- 
tionate regard to the beft interefls of his hearers. The fubjec&s of 
this volume are the following :—I. Self-murder. Job, 11.9. Then /aid 
his wife unto bim, &c.—Il. Sudden death. Matth. xxiv. 44.—III. A 
good Confcience. Acts, xxiv. 16. And herein do cxercife myfelf, &e.— 
1V. Lamb of God. John,1. 29. —V. Pafiion of Chrift. John, xx. 28. 
—VI. Redemption. 1 Tim. 11. 5, 6. Wo gave himfelf a ranfom, &c. 
—VII. The Gofpel. John, vi. 67, 68. Then Fcfus faid to the twelve, 
&c.—VIII. Joys of a future State. 1 Theff. iv. 17. Then we which 
are alive, &c.—IX. General Faft, 1782. Ifa. v. 25. Therefore is the 
anger, &c.—X. General Thankfgiving. Exod. xv. 9. The enemy 
Said, &c.—X1. Charity Schools. Mark, x. 14. Suffer, &c.—XII. Cha- 
rity. 1 Cor. xil. 31. But covet earnefily, &c.—X1tI. Sunday Schools. 
Matth. ix. 36. But when he faw the multitude, &.—XI1V. Ditto. 
Exod. ii. 6. And when fhe had opened it, &c. 

Mr. Dupré, we apprehend, has popular talents; his fermons are 
net all equal, but it feems a general and juft account that they are 
lively, fenfible, and practical. He is a warm advocate for Sunday 
Schools, which he ably recommends in the two latt difcourles. gy. 


Art. 59. Letter to the Rev. Dr. Priefley, in which the Aut br at- 
tempts to prove, by one prefcriptive Argument, that the Divinity 
of Jefus Chrift was a primitive Tenet of Chriftianity. By the Rev. 
Alex. Geddes, LL. D. 8vo. ts. Faulder, &c, 1787. 

The prefcriptive argument advanced by Dr. Geddes in defence of 
the divinity of Chrift, is briefly this: ‘Che Council of Nice, held in 
the year 325, confiiting of 318 of the principal paltors in the Chrif- 
tian church, collected from all parts of the world, cave their deci- 
#ion in favour of this do&trine. This doctrine was therefore the com- 
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mon belief of the Chriftian churches at the time of this council. It 


js impoflible to aflign any probable caufes for the general prevalence 
of this opinion, upon the fuppofition that the dottrine of the proper 
humanity of Chrift was of apoftolic authority. It is therefore mott 
reafonable to conclude, that the Nicene dottrine had been tran{mit- 
ted, through the three firft centuries, to thefe fathers as the pure doc- 
trine of Chriftianity. Ve 

The argument is ftated by our Author in its full ftrength; and 
whatever be thought of its validity, it mutt be confeiled, that the 
pamphlet is written with great ingenuity, and in a very candid 


manner. Pe 
Art. 60. 4 Pra&ical and Explanatory Commentary on the Holy Bible, 
taking the whole in one Point of View, from the Creation to the 

End of the World. By J. Yonge. 4to. 10s. 6d. Faulder. 1787. 

The point of view in which the Scriptures are here confidered, is 
their reference to the redemption of the world by Jefus Chrift, which 

reat event is traced through the hiitorical and prophetical writings 

of the Old Teftament, and the narrative and epiltolary records of 
the New, to fhew that the whole has one leading object and defign. 
The work is rather intended as a practical help to the meditations of 
the pious Chriltian, than as a critical elucidation of the facred 
writings. GE. 
Art. 61. 4 Summary View and Explanation of the Writings of the Pro- 

phets. By John Smith, D. D. Miniiter of the Gofpel at Camp- 

belton. s2mo. Edinburgh printed. London, fold by Elliot. 

1787. 

A Gadlic tranflation of the prophetical writings having been lately 
publifhed in Scotland by the Society for propagating Chriftian Know- 
ledge, it was judged proper to accompany it with a brief explication 
of that part of Scripture. Such was the occafion of the prefent 
work, which confifts of, 1. Preliminary obfervations and general 
rules for underftanding the prophetic ftyle: 2. A particular account 
of each book and chapter, as they lie in order. At the requeft of 
fome friends it is now publifhed in the Englifh language. Dr. Smith 
appears in the charaéter of a Collector and Editor, and feems to have 
performed the office with attention and judgment. He extra¢ts with 
freedom from Lowth and Blayney; and acknowledges obligations to 
Newton, Newcome, and Kennicot. It is a great recommendation 
of the performance, that it is weil calculated for the affiftance of 
thofe who want ability, or leifure, or inclination, to confult larger 
volumes, . 


—_ 


Art. 62. Padobaptifm examined, on the Principles, Conceffions, and 
Reafonings, of the moft learned Pxdobaptilts. By Abraham 
Booth. 1zmo. 2vols. 8s. Buckland. 1787. 

_ This is the fecond edition of a Work which has been already no- 

ticed in the Review : (See our 71{t volume, p. 209.) The difpofi- 

tion and contents of the work are the fame as before, only that it is 
now greatly enlarged. The Author abounds in quotations, and dif- 
covers both knowledge and learning. Yet with ali his ingenuity 
and acutenefs, we apprel:end that, in feveral refpects, it will not be 
difficult for thofe who differ from him on the fubjeSt, to furnith a 


reply. 
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reply. But we do not mean to take a part in the debate. Aftey 
the former remarks, all that is neceflary for us, is, to announce 
Mr. Booth’s republication of his work; the enlargement of which 


' may eafily be judged of by the increafed bulk, and proportionally 


advanced price. Te 


Art. 63. Au Effay on Anger. By John Fawcett. tzmo. 1s. 6d, 
bound. Johnfon, &c. 1787. 

The obfervations contained in this praCtical treatife may be ofe. 
fully extended to other parts of the temper and conduct befide thae 
which is directly mentioned. The author appears to be calviniftical in 
fentiment, but his remarks and rules may prove beneficial to an 
who will attentively perufe them. He has enlivened the work a little 
by the ewo characters of Eugentus and Protervus. ye 


Art. 64. Appendix to Dr. Price’s Sermons on the Chrifian. Dofrine: 
Containing Notes occafioned by Dr. Prieftley’s Letters to Dr, 
Price. 8vo. 6d. Cadell. 

In thefe notes Dr. Price very candidly makes fome circumftantial 
conceflions to Dr. Priettley, and acknowledges that 47s idea of the 
perfon and character of Chrift, is the kind of SocinianMm he thould 
adopt, were he to relinguith his prefent fentiments without rejectin 
Chriftianity. At the fame time he adds, that, as he thinks Chrifti- 
anity cannot be reduced to this fyftem, without either torturing the 
Scriptures, or renouncing their authority, it ought to be given up: 
for, adds he, ‘ the creation of an wxzigue among men for no purpofe, 


- which acommon man might not have anfwered, and his fudden ele- 


vation, for no fervice which acommon man might not have performed, 
to fuch a ftation at God’s right hand, fuch authority in heaven and 
earth, and fuch dominion over angels and men, and {uch a power to 
refcue a world from death, and to difpenfe future rewards and punith- 
ments, as the Scriptures have been hitherto underftood by all Chriftians 
to declare,—I mutt be allowed to call an abfurd and incredible doctine.’ 

The Doctor ftrenuoufly maintains his hold of feveral paflages of 
Scripture, particularly John, vi. 32. Phil. ii. 5. as decifive in favour 
of the pre-exiftence of Chritt. 





SINGLE SERMONS. 

I, Preached at Hammerfmith Chapel and St. Giles in the Fie'ds, 
on the Death of the Rev, ‘Thomas Manning, M. A. Morning 
Preacher at the aforefaid Places. By the Rev. Jonas Comins, A.B. 
4to. 1s. Rivingtons. 1787. 

Mr. Comins drops a tear of friendfhip on the afhes of the de- 


ceafed ; and draws confolation from the words of the Apoftle, * But 


thanks be to God, who giveth us the widory, through cur Lord Fefus 
Chri.’ R — 
II. Preached at the Anniverfary Meeting of the Sons of the Clergy, 
in the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, May 16, 1786, By the 
Rev. Samuel Horfley, LL.D. F.R.S. Archdeacon of St. Al- 
bans. 4to. 1s. Rivingtons, &c. 
An ingenious attempt to prove that poverty, though an evil ad- 
mitted by Providence, brings an obligation upon men, in civilized 
fociety, to concur for its extinCtion, wherever it appears. 


18 5 II. 
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III. Preached in Lambeth Chapel, at the Confecration of the Right 
Rev. George Prettyman, D. D. Lord Bifhop of Lincoln, March 
11, 1787. By William Pearce, D.D. Public Orator of the Uni- 
verfity of Cambridge, and Matter of the Temple. Publifhed by 
Order of the Archbifhop. qto. 1s. Cadell. 1787. 

The inftitation of different Orders in the Church is here very judi- 
cioufly vindicated, on the ground of one leading character of Chrifti- 
anity, viz. that it is rather intended to furnifh mankind with gene- 
ral principles, and enlarged views, which admit of an eafy applica- 
tion to particular cafes, than to give them minute and technical rules 
of conduct: whence it is fairly inferred, that, where pofitive precepts 
fail us, we are left to regulate the Church in the fame manner as 
our private condud, by attending to the general {pirit and tenour of 


our religion. g 


IV. Preached Avucuft 26, 1787, at the Chapel in Tottenham-cou 
Road, and the ‘Tabernacle near Moorfields, on the Death of the 
Rev. Henry Peckwell, D.D. late Re&tor of Bloxham cum Digby, 
Lincolnfhire, and Chaplain to the Moft Hon. the Marchionefs 
Dowager of Lothian ; who departed this Life Aug. 18, 1787, aged 
4o Years. By T. Grove. 8vo. 6d. Buckland. 

The Methoditts may probably like this fermon, and therefore we 
recommend it to them to purchafe it, as we find it is publifhed for 
che benefit of a charity (eftablifhed by Dr. Peckwell) called The Sick 


Man's F riend. wil ao — the 


Mr. Grove has here given but a brief account of the deceafed, 
affigning this reafon for it, that it was bis particular requeft, that very 
little be faid in public concerning bim. 

The caufe of his death is given in the following fhort note: 

‘ Dr. Peckwell opened the body of a young perfon who died of a 
confumption, whofe lungs were in a very difeafed ftate, and the 
cheft full of putrid matter; and, in fewing up this body, gave 
himfelf a wound with the needle, which proved fatal on the roth 
day.’ 

N.B. Others have died in the fame way. The diffe&tion of putrid 
bodies is a very dangerous operation; and as anatomifts are fenfible 
of this, we wonder they are not more careful! Why run the rifk of 
fewing up a putrid body? j-- 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE Writer of a letter, figned X, and dated from Holland, Ja- 
nuary 10, 1788, may be affured, that the account given in the 
Review for November laft, of ‘* The Hiftory of the internal Affairs 
of the United Provinces,” was not “* fent to us from Holland,” as 
he fuggeits, but was drawn up, in this country, by an Englifhman, 
who has no more perfonal connection with, or intereft in the affairs 
of the United Provinces, than he hath with thofe of Monomotapa.— 
For the reit, the Letter-writer will be fo good as to excufe us from 
Entering into particulars, in which he appears to be fo much, and, it 
mo be, very /audably, interefted.—We have always hot water enough 
ai home, 


That 
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That the political diffenfions in Holland may fpeedily ceafe, and 
1 the difputed points in that country be adjufted, to the fatisfaction, if 
ei poffible, of both parties, is our fincere wifh. We are for ‘* Peace on 

| earth, and good-will towards men,’ of every nation. And as one 


} roof that this is really our difpofition, we heartily thank our Cor. 
‘| refpondent for the favour of his letter, notwithftanding the tartnefs 

of the rebuke which he hath given us, for having, as he conceives, 
' manifefted a partial regard for the pretenfions of the Prince of 


Orange.— And he may reft farther affured, that if ever that Prince 
fhall appear to us in the light of a violator of the conftitution of his 
country, his party will not be countenanced by the Englith Monthly 


Reviewers. 





f+t+ In page 600 of the Appendix, Cirericus will, we think, 
find a full anfwer to his queftion. Whether the few remaining frag- 
ment of Sextius formed any part of the particular work on which Se. 
: neca has beftowed fuch rapturous commendation, cannot now be de- 
termined. ‘The treatife, indeed, itfelf, had probably been long con- 
figned to deftruction, when the rife of the art of printing fucceeded 

the revival of letters. —Ye 
Many thanks to CLericus, for his information of fome erFata in 
7 our GeneERAL Inpex. That a wrong figure fhould, in a few in- 
ftances, occur, among fo many thouland references, will not be 
deemed an extraordinary circumftance ; the wonder would be, if no 
¢s miftakes ofthat kind happened. We fhall, however, hold ourfelves 
: ' wery much obliged to this, and every other Correfpondent, who 
| fhall point out to us any errata, in either volume, which may contri- 
bute to render the work more perfec, fhould a fecond edition be 
called for.—C.terrcus will find mot of the articles which he fought 


i for, as under. 
a Ariftotle, - Vol. XXXI._ P. 550. 
| Chefterfield, - LXVILI. 73. 
. Fadors, ~ - V. 169. 
Travels, . - LVIII. 164. 


The Mirror, three volumes, fhould have appeared in the clafs of 
Mifcellanies ; thofe who chufe to fupply this omiffion with the pen, 
will pleafe to refer to Rev. Vol. LXV. p. 17. 

TIL irzandn- is too illiberal in his manner of writing. If we are 
to difpute on points of learning or {cience, we with only to be called 
out by gentlemen. But we do not every day meet with * Polite 
philofophers.” 

§ll§ P. C.’s fecond Letter is under confideration. 





- 
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ERRATUM in lafi Month's Review. 
, P. 31. 1. 26. dele the inverted comma before the word publifbed. 
ERRATA in our laff APPENDIX, 


P. 528, 1. 2, read, occafioned by the tides, 
l. 10, for * queftion,’ r. gue/fions. 








— 544, 1.6 from bottom, put a comma after yet. 

— 549, 1. 28, in Mademoifelle de Keralio’s article, for ¢ unwillingly,’ 
r. unwittiogly. 

— 581, 1. 12, for * fuller review,’ r. @ fuller examination. 
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